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Since entering politics, | have experienced many elections: running for the National Assembly,
serving as a presidential campaign staffer, and supporting local election stump speeches. In every
election, | promised to solve the pressing issues of the time. Some have been resolved, while others
remain.

There were major agendas such as creating a business-friendly environment, shared growth, worker
protection, welfare, and the expansion of health insurance. However, the 2024 National Assembly
election faces a problem of an entirely different dimension compared to the past. It is a matter of the
survival of the Republic of Korea.

South Korea's total fertility rate has dropped to 0. 7. With only 260,000 newborns in 2023, the number
of military-age resources available for enlistment 20 years from now

will be a mere 130,000. Even if 100% of them were to join the military regardless of their health, it
would still only be 130,000. Who will use all those buildings and apartments in major cities across the
country, and for what purpose?

As life expectancy nears 100, how will we manage the healthcare, nursing, and support for over ten
million elderly citizens? Twenty years from now, each member of the working population will need to
earn an average of 200 to 300 million won per year just to secure the tax revenue and resources
necessary to maintain the nation.

Otherwise, we might witness a rapid decline of the Republic of Korea, contrasting sharply with its
successful prosperity over the past 70 years. We must achieve systematic structural reform of the
state. We are standing before a cliff where the nation might collapse.

Despite this, politics shows no interest in solving these fundamental problems; instead, a criminal like
Lee Jae-myung was elected as the presidential candidate for an opposition party with 169 seats and
is leading that party as its chairman, while some in the ruling party are only thinking of sparking
outdated ideological debates.

| wrote this book to present my past life, my experiences and achievements in the 20th National
Assembly, my vision for national management, and my proposed solutions to the demographic cliff. It
contains my will to govern the nation. | would like to express my gratitude to Mr.

Jeon Myeong-yun (Fanta) for his help, and to my friend Lee Jae-gyo, who has quietly supported my
political journey by my side. November 2023
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I had only heard stories about how he used to drink a quick glass of soju in a beer mug before falling
asleep during his lonely days as a prosecutor; | only learned about his deep interest in science since
childhood after reading the manuscript of this book.

He says his dream was to be a scientist, but he went to law school at his father's suggestion, became
a prosecutor, and eventually a politician.

Although he drew attention with his gentle yet sharp questions at National Assembly hearings, he
actually did a lot of work in the Science, ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications Committee during
his time in the standing committees.

In this book, Chairman Kim Kyung-jin argues that enhancing human dignity is the progress of history
and that the power of science has contributed to it. What he aims to achieve through politics is also to
contribute to the continuous development of science and technology, along with solutions to South
Korea's population problem,

he states. | actively support his will to contribute to leaving a mark in world history by becoming the
'‘Lamp of the East' and upgrading world civilization to the next level. He has moved his base of local
activities from Gwangju to Dongdaemun, Seoul.

In the Korean political climate, which is criticized for extreme partisan politics, he now belongs to a
new party that transcends those camps. It should be a stage where the motivation for his political
activities can be further realized.

Just as the heliocentric theory was confirmed in the controversy between geocentric and heliocentric
theories, | believe that Kim Kyung-jin's path will be proven to have been the right one. Kim
Man-heum, Former Director of the National Assembly Research Service

South Korea has achieved remarkable development over the years. From being one of the poorest
countries in the world after the June 25 War, it is now on the threshold of or has already entered the

ranks of developed nations.

According to economic experts, the reason we were able to achieve high growth was the
accumulation of human capital driven by a high passion for education. However, our economy, which
was once doing so well and was called the 'Miracle on the Han River,' has been falling for the past 30
years.



To pull up our economy's lost growth engine again, the people, the government, and politicians must
cooperate and put in their best efforts. The problem is that most politicians are not interested in this
important issue. This book reveals that former Representative Kim Kyung-jin is one of the few

politicians who contemplate these matters in depth. Although known to the general public only as a
humane, simple, and eloquent politician through hearings and TV talk shows, he showed great insight
and drive in the fields of science, technology, and national defense during his parliamentary activities
as a member of the 20th National Assembly.

For example, he played a leading role in the creation of the Science and Technology Innovation
Office and proposed the 'Resolution Urging the Termination of the ROK-US Missile Guidelines' as the
chief sponsor.

Furthermore, in this book, the stories of him envisioning the 'Lamp of the East' project with sharp
insight while never losing sight of human dignity—'one person is one universe'—designing the 'Grand
Cheongnyang Market Mall' with District Head Lee Phil-hyeong, and dealing with the population cliff
issue caused by low birth rates unfold interestingly.

Hwang Nong-moon, Professor at Seoul National University

While reading Chairman Kim Kyung-jin's new book, | was able to confirm his clear vision and
execution power once again. His activities in the Science, ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications
Committee during his time as a member of the National Assembly left an unforgettable mark on many
citizens.

In particular, the promotion of the Al Industrial Convergence Cluster project symbolizes the value of
science and technology pursued by Representative Kim Kyung-jin, the resulting improvement in the
quality of life for the people, and his constant challenges and efforts for industrial innovation in South
Korea.

Through this book, we can feel not only Chairman Kim Kyung-jin's all-round activities but also his
philosophy and his sincerity regarding

communication with the public. | believe that it will provide a deep impression and an opportunity for
insight to all readers, as it contains previously untold stories and his deep thoughts. The development
of science and technology is a key that goes beyond mere technological progress to change and
develop the lives of individual citizens.

Chairman Kim Kyung-jin will be remembered as a politician who deeply understands this vision and
puts it into practice. Gong Deuk-jo, Director of the Al Research Institute at GIST
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Chapter 1. Becoming Kim Kyung-jin
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1966

| was born in 1965. That year, South Korea's per capita GDP was around $130. With the exchange
rate at approximately 270 won to the dollar, that was about 36,000 won.

It was a time when everyone was poor, and a single person's total annual income was just 36,000
won. | was born in the countryside of Jangseong, Jeollanam-do, as the eldest of seven siblings. My
hometown, Jangseong, reached its peak population of about 130,000 in the year | was born.

Growing up, | always thought of my hometown as just a backward rural area, but it turns out the year |
was born was its most populous and perhaps its golden age. Our rural home was a typical country
house of that era, where we burned wood in a hearth and cooked rice in a cast-iron cauldron.

Electricity didn't even reach us until | was around middle school age. As the eldest son, my
intelligence and talent were recognized from a young age. Back then, it was common for an entire
family to invest heavily in the child who showed the most promise.

Resources were simply too scarce to provide a high-quality education for all the children. In that
respect, | was the chosen one among my siblings. Education was an essential ladder for social
mobility.

During my elementary years, | left the countryside and transferred to a school in Gwangju. From the
fourth grade, | attended school while living at my uncle's house in Gwangju. Although my family was
poor, | received a certain degree of exemption and privileged treatment even within that poverty.

The elementary schools in Gwangju, which was a larger city compared to Jangseong, had many
books. It was around that time that | first discovered the joy of reading. | mainly read detective stories,
adventure novels, and science books.

When | read the word 'desert' in the Arabian Nights, | couldn't visualize it no matter how much | read. |
couldn't believe a world consisting only of sand existed. If someone had taken me to the beach,
would | have gotten a feel for it by seeing the sandy shore?

Perhaps if | had seen such a scene just once on TV, | might have understood it instantly. However, a
desert imagined solely through words felt utterly vast and vague. | knew what caves were, and though
| wondered why it had to be 'Open Sesame' specifically, | could just let that slide.



But the word 'desert’' remained a mystery for a long time after that. It was only much later that | began
to vaguely understand the existence of a desert.

It was right around then that the era of SF opened for Korean children. In the summer of 1976, 'Robot
Taekwon V' made its debut. It wasn't that there were no feature-length animated films based on fairy
tales like Hong Gil-dong before, but a giant robot story was a first.

On the radios heard in front of electronics shops, people talked about 'Taekwon V' as the talk of the
town. During its initial release, Taekwon V was screened at the Daehan Cinema and Segi Cinema in
Seoul. Every day, | heard advertisements saying they would give out Munhwa Pencils to the first 200
people.

The movie ticket was 300 won, which was the price of several bowls of Jajangmyeon. After some
time, it began screening at the Joongang Cinema in Gwangju as well.

| was desperate to see the movie. On the first day of school, the children were divided into three
groups: those who had seen Taekwon V at the Daehan Cinema because they had relatives in Seoul,
those who had seen it at the Joongang Cinema in Gwangju, and the majority who hadn't seen it at all.

Since everyone was poor back then, children like me were the most common. A few friends in the
back row didn't even know such a thing existed. Those were the times.

Although there were no giant robots, emperor dragonflies were common all over the city back then,
and | think | took out all my frustration on those innocent dragonflies.

Muijin (0), Muijin (777), Muijin (7107

In the countryside back then, the only changes were the natural shifts of the seasons. Moving from
Jangseong to the urban center of Gwangju, everything was new. During elementary school, | mostly
just went between home and school, but as a middle schooler, | grew older and bolder, and roaming
around the bustling downtown became a pleasure.

| spent every day on the streets and neglected my studies. | felt guilty toward my parents, who sent
me away for school and provided for my living expenses, but to a middle schooler from the
countryside, the city was a constant source of novelty, wonder, and temptation.

After graduating from elementary school, | attended Muijin (L1[1) Middle School nearby. The name was
taken from Mujin-ju, the ancient name for Gwangju.

During my middle school years, | was completely immersed in comic books. | especially enjoyed
science and mystery comics. At the time, the 'Myeongrang Manhwa' (cheerful comics) genre was the
mainstream.

Authors like Gil Chang-deok, Park Su-dong, Yoon Seung-un, and Shin Moon-su dominated that era,
and | also remember 'Dokgo Tak' by Lee Sang-moo, who drew sports comics.



While comics are now valued as an efficient means of conveying knowledge, thoughts, and
entertainment, back then, unlike today, frequenting comic book rooms was treated as a form of
delinquency reserved only for 'bad' students. Even so, once | fell into the world of comics, it wasn't
easy to escape.

Comic books offered me a sense of disruption that was different from fairy tales—something fairy
tales couldn't even imagine. 'The Disappearing Old House' by Bang Hak-gi, which was serialized in a
magazine called Saesonyeon, was a classic mystery.

Works like 'Time Machine,' 'The Boy Who Stole the Sun,' and 'Superhuman Lupin' still remain vaguely
in my memory. 'Time Machine,' in particular, was an early example of what we now call the
'alternative history' genre. The first episode featured the Battle of Noryang, where Admiral Yi Sun-sin
fell in battle.

| watched it with sweaty palms.

| imagined what | would have done to prevent the Admiral from dying. Just the thought made my nose
sweat, and the future viewed through the time machine was amazing and intriguing. To me back then,
comics were the entire world.

The electronic arcades that were starting to appear then were also a whole new world. Arcade games
at the time achieved a bit of color by attaching cellophane to black-and-white screens. It was a time
when we had to wait a few more years for screens with multiple colors like Galaga.

The game | saw was monochromatic, showing only green. It was an era where no one could imagine
the 3D open worlds that support HDR and ray tracing like today. What truly shocked me when | went
to the arcade was the fact that | could directly pilot a fighter jet.

Instead of passively watching a world created by others, electronic games allowed me to take control
and fight aliens invading Earth. Put simply, | could achieve a goal based on my own focus and ability.

Frequenting comic book rooms and arcades required more money than before. At the time, the only
way for me to get money was to lie and say | was buying reference books. | felt guilty, but the joy
provided by comics and electronic games was too great. The high score | achieved in 'Space
Invaders' back then went unbroken for a long time.

When | became a high school student in 1980, | felt | had played enough, and more than anything,
reality began to weigh on me. In truth, my father knew everything—what | was doing and what | was
thinking. It was only natural, as all the abilities | possessed were likely genetic talents inherited from
him.

Nevertheless, my father silently gave me money whenever | asked for it. Despite our poor
circumstances, he never delayed giving me money for reference books. One day, | realized that my
father knew everything, and a wave of guilt that | had tried so hard to ignore washed over me.



Right then, | ended my wandering, which had been like Mujin ([10), a city of fog. My friends Han
ll-kwon and Oh Joong-seop said this to me in 1980:

'Let's go to university in Seoul. It's bigger than Gwangju. A wider world will open up there.

' Those words struck me like a thunderbolt. Although we have mostly lost touch these days, the
friendship in my heart continues to this day. The friendship they bestowed upon me was Mujin (10),
infinite.

During my middle school years, had | perhaps encountered three different types of Mujin?
My Dream: To Be an Astrophysicist

During my middle school years and up until my first or second year of high school, | wanted to be a
scientist. To be precise, | wanted to study astrophysics and explore the galaxy, just as | had seen in
comics. At our home in Jangseong, we did sericulture.

Since primary industries were the mainstay at the time, Korea didn't have much in the way of exports.
It was an era when we made wigs out of hair to export. The Park Chung-hee government encouraged
sericulture as a profit-making project for rural villages.

They distributed mulberry trees for free and the state purchased the cocoons. State purchasing at
least guaranteed a sale. That's how our house came to raise silkworms, and because we had to
move to the middle of a mulberry field, our house was in a remote location away from the village.

At the time, the town center had electricity, but it didn't reach our house. When the sun went down,
the sky was filled with stars. As an elementary student, | would look at the stars, contemplating,

dreaming, and fantasizing.

My parents often worried about me for just staring at the sky at such a young age, but | couldn't stop
my daydreaming. What lay beyond that twinkling world of stars? Today's children might talk about
stars, interstellar space, and planets with a wealth of background knowledge, but books were rare
back then.

Imagination always filled the gaps in knowledge. The unknown fascinated me. In middle school, in
high school, and even now.

My heart thumps when | see the three stars in the center of Orion.

In the late 1960s, humanity landed on the moon. | learned later that humans had set foot on the
moon. Today, you can watch India's Chandrayaan-3 landing on the moon's south pole on YouTube,
but even if you had a TV back then, there were no live broadcasts.

The live footage from the US had to cross the Pacific via satellite, and Korea simply didn't have those
facilities at the time. It is said that the US Embassy flew in equipment so that only a very limited
number of high-ranking officials, including those at the Blue House, could watch Armstrong step onto
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the moon on a flickering screen.

For reference, it is said that the only Asian countries that could watch the Apollo moon landing live at
the time were Japan and the Philippines. Nevertheless, children back then gained both hope and
dreams just by hearing stories about the moon landing.

In a country where 'general' and 'president' were the only career aspirations, children began switching
to 'scientist' in droves. In my first year of high school, dreaming of becoming an astronomer, |
pestered my uncle into buying me an astronomical telescope.

Given the family's finances—and since it was a massive sum even for households that flaunted their
wealth—my uncle hesitated and hesitated before finally bringing home the telescope.

It was a decision made after going to Seoul, checking the price, sighing, asking if it was truly
necessary, and putting in the legwork three or four times. Today, smartphones, telescopes, and GPS
are linked so you can just enter the name of a star or nebula, but back then, everything had to be
done manually.

That's why a small finderscope was attached to the main body of the telescope. Even my high school
science teacher was amazed by the telescope. It felt like | owned the entire universe, but the universe
| saw through the telescope was limited to the moon's craters, Saturn's rings, and Jupiter.

That was as close as | could get to the universe as a high schooler with no reference books and no
systematic learning.

For reference, looking at the history of astronomy in Korea, the Korean Astronomical Society, an
academic organization, was first established in 1965, and the Korean Amateur Astronomers Club was
only born in 1972. Although they were called amateurs, the late Dr.

Cho Kyung-chul gave a congratulatory speech, and the president was said to be the CEO of a
publishing house called Kwahak Segyesa. They weren't exactly the kind of amateurs a rural high
school student could easily approach.

The Path to Law School

My father, who lived his whole life as a farmer, had a formal education that ended with him dropping
out in the second grade of elementary school. However, he is the most 'Chong-myeong' (L1[J, brilliant)
person | know.

'Chong' (L) means having sharp hearing to listen to all the sounds of the world, and 'Myeong' (L)
means having clear vision to see everything in the world. Although he lacked formal education and
knowledge, he was someone who could instantly grasp the logic and circumstances of the world,
which sometimes led to unbearable situations.

Once, he visited the township office to protest unfair treatment and demand fair administrative action,
but he was met with assault by a civil servant. This would be unthinkable now, but back then, the
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power of a rural official was immense.

From the official's perspective, the very fact that an 'ignorant' farmer was voicing an opinion seemed
laughable.

My father's and my family's expectation for me was to go to law school. Passing the bar exam to
become a judge or prosecutor was a turning point in one's life, but it was also a time when it brought
glory and prestige to the entire family.

| wasn't unaware of my father's expectations for me to be a judge or prosecutor, but in my first and
second years of high school, | still wanted to become a scientist. So, in my second year, | chose the
natural sciences track.

| studied Mathematics 2, Physics 2, and Chemistry 2. My father was disappointed, but he didn't show
it. | knew, too, that | was straying from my father's wishes.

After finishing the senior year and the Preliminary College Entrance Examination, the time came for
the final selection of a major. During that time, when the trajectory of my life had to be determined, |
agonized over and over again. For the first time, dreams and reality weighed down on me.

Kim Kyung-jin, a high school boy with a buzz cut, finally submitted an application to law school after
much deliberation. Fortunately, | received an admission notice. It was the moment my life path shifted
from astrophysicist to prosecutor and politician.

However, life's paths always overlap, and experiences never truly vanish. | was active in the Science,
ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications Committee during the 20th National Assembly, and | still
collaborate with many scientists today.

| believe it was because of my experience studying science in high school and the fact that | never let
go of my interest in science and technology. No experience in life is ever wasted.

Life in Seoul. In February 1983, | entered the College of Law at Korea University, and my life in Seoul
began. To me, coming from the provinces, the scenery of Jongno and Gwanghwamun was dazzling.

Although the area south of the Han River is flashier today, this was a time when Jamsil was just
finding its place, and the Juyeong Apartments in Dunchon-dong were being built—the so-called
Gangnam was being created, and Songpa was emerging. Thus, the downtown areas of Gangbuk
could still boast of being the center of Seoul.

During my freshman year, Anam-dong and Jegi-dong were my playgrounds. In a department store, |
saw something called cheese wrapped in plastic imported from the US for the first time. When | first
put it in my mouth, | couldn't understand why people ate something that tasted like soap.

Seeing it now in Tteokbokki,
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it's quite funny. To a book lover like me, the scale of Kyobo Bookstore and Jongno Bookstore was
surprising every time | saw them.

Cinemas were also places | frequented. The Oscar Cinema was a first-run theater, and across from it
was the Sidae Cinema. About a month after entering university, | happened to turn toward the Oscar
Cinema and was captivated by the copy on the theater's billboard.

"The brilliant performance of the beautiful Soviet top star Lyudmila Savelyeva!"

Soviet Union? A surge of curiosity hit me. This was an era of fierce anti-communism, when the Soviet
Union was the leader of the communist bloc, a name people were afraid to even mention, and a
subject of taboo.

The movie tells a love story between a country girl from Naples, Sophia Loren, and a young man from
Milan, Gianni, during World War Il. The two share their love amidst the war, but the man is sent to the
Ukrainian front and is soon reported killed in action. Then,

a notice of his death is placed in Sophia Loren's hands. However, she refuses to believe her husband
is dead and goes to the Soviet Union (specifically Ukraine) to search for him. She wanders across
that vast land.

Eventually, she finds her husband, but he is suffering from amnesia and is already living with another
woman and a family. Disappointed, she also returns to Italy and marries an elderly laborer. But this
time, the man, having regained his memory, comes looking for her.

Already unable to return to her past life, she eventually sends the man she loves away at the train
station and cries inconsolably. The most shocking scene during the early days of my Seoul life was
seeing people in Seoul grilling meat. Today, you might wonder what that means, but back then, in
those poor times, at least grilling meat alone was unimaginable.

Meat was precious, and if you obtained any, you had to stretch it as much as possible, so we cooked
it in the form of a soup with radish and tofu. Even that was an annual event that occurred only a few
times a year.

Yet, people in Seoul were grilling that precious meat on a griddle. That fact was so shocking to me at
the time. My assessment back then was, 'Wow, the people in Seoul really are different.' At that time,
that side of Seoul felt like the pinnacle of all the world's splendor.
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Chapter 2. A Scientific Life in Parliament
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Science and National Defense

Science is national defense, and national defense is science. The two are inseparable. Cutting-edge
science and technology were first used in the military sector, and then transitioned to the private
sector, creating continuous innovation.

At one time, every car was equipped with an atlas called "The Road Traffic Know-It-All." Back then, if
you weren't sure of the way, you would pull over to the side of the road to check the atlas, or lower
your driver's side window at a crosswalk signal to ask a taxi driver.

Taxi drivers were a kind of "human navigation," knowing everything there was to know about the
roads. If you asked for directions, they would say, "Let's see. Go straight this way?

Then there's a crosswalk..."

...let me see... ah, there are three. Keep going straight. Then, just turn left after the third crosswalk.
Drive a bit more, and it'll be on your left." Perhaps that's why it wasn't so hard to talk to strangers back
then. People helped each other, naturally sharing their experiences and knowledge.

Even when traveling abroad, a bulky guidebook was essential. Every time, people would complain
about whether the book was accurate, the map was wrong, or the scale was weird, yet they always
made sure to pack one.

The analog world of atlases began to change in 1996 when GPS, a military technology, was opened
to the public. Of course, at that time, GPS units were not small enough to fit into a smartphone. In a
photo from 1978, people had to carry backpacks with large, thick antennas to receive GPS signals.

The first portable GPS receiver appeared in 1989, but even then, the device weighed 680...
...grams and required four AA batteries, yet its operating time was only three to four hours.

The world changed dramatically when GPS, which was born from space development and used in
missile guidance systems, was opened to the public. Thanks to it, people can go anywhere without
memorizing the way. GPS was a blessing given equally to everyone, especially liberating those with a
poor sense of direction.

Now, international travel is done entirely via smartphone. Maps open in the palm of your hand, and
clicking a specific location reveals reviews from people all over the world. Early smartphones only
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received GPS signals, so errors often occurred in areas with many skyscrapers.

However, modern smartphones receive integrated signals from Russia's GLONASS, the EU's
Galileo, and China's BeiDou satellite systems to correct errors. Today, the excuse that you can't go
somewhere because you don't know the way no longer works.

Even the microwave ovens used in every home were created by applying a phenomenon discovered
by Raytheon, a radar developer, while researching electromagnetic waves. Computers also
originated from devices built to calculate the ballistic angles of guided missiles.

The Internet began as ARPANET, developed by the US in 1969 for military encrypted
communication, which then transitioned to private research institutions and eventually evolved into
today's Internet revolution. In fact, a smartphone is a device that combines all those technologies:
computers, GPS, and the Internet.

It's exactly what you're holding in your hand right now.

With the end of the Cold War, the era where defense technology led and overwhelmed civilian
technology has passed. However, it is still an age where defense is science and science is defense.
These two roll forward in tandem.

Without the semiconductors made by Korea, everything from advanced missile development to
launching rockets into space would be impossible. Korea's current technological independence and
its position in the global semiconductor supply chain are the result of our...

...blood and sweat. Koreans should take pride in reaching this position in such a short time. There is
no other country like this anywhere in the world.

One of the core elements of a sovereign nation is securing globally competitive science and
technology, and investment in science is an indispensable condition for this. The state must still
streamline the R&D sector and continue to discover future growth engines.

Science shall set us free. Since at least the Industrial Revolution, this proposition has never changed.

Giving a Commencement Speech at KAIST

Because | once dreamed of being a scientist, many people are surprised when | talk about science
and technology. There is a common assumption that National Assembly members come from liberal
arts backgrounds, and given my past career as a prosecutor, most people react with surprise when |
discuss blockchain, artificial intelligence, or gene scissors.

The reason | chose the Science, ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications Committee as my standing
committee after becoming a National Assembly member in 2016 and served there for four years is
that | believed science and technology were the keys to South Korea's development.
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Consequently, whenever | give a lecture, | always preach the importance of science and technology.
To audiences expecting the sharp...

political commentary they saw on TV, a lecture filled with talk of advanced technology comes as a
surprise. In February 2018, | was asked to deliver a commencement speech at the Korea Advanced
Institute of Science and Technology (KAIST). As someone who once dreamed of being a scientist, |
felt a sense of pride.

A person deeply immersed in a specific field is called a "deok-hu." Derived from the Japanese word
"otaku," it refers to a non-professional who is more immersed than a hobbyist and possesses
knowledge beyond that of an expert. In the term "seong-deok" (successful fan), the "seong" means
"to achieve."

The fact that KAIST asked a science lover—who once dreamed of being a scientist but didn't achieve
it—to give a commencement speech meant | had received some recognition from the scientific
community. Here is an excerpt from that speech: "l offer my deepest gratitude. | entered university in
1983.

Every time | attend a degree conferral or graduation ceremony, | am reminded of my own graduation
in 1987. My son..."

...also graduated from university last year. What | always emphasize to my son and to students is the
'importance of time." Everyone! Please become the master of your time. Only those who master their
time can enrich their nation, humanity, and, above all, their own lives. Many people mistakenly
believe that the reason they don't act is a lack of time."

"But when you become the master of your time, you can find surplus time and use it as productive
time. The Swiss theologian Vinet said, \"The busiest person has the most time. \" Everyone has one
brain, and everyone is given the same 24 hours.

Therefore, with the same brain and the same 24 hours, how you use that time is entirely up to you. It
is about using this time with high density. Using time with high density means..."

focusing on one thing. Do not forget that the common trait of those we praise as great figures is that
they devoted a long time to a single task. Finally, | ask you to become the 'master of your heart.

' The legendary Steve Jobs was an innovator who sought the essence of life and enlightenment
through Zen practice, a form of Buddhist training—in other words, meditation to calm the mind and
unify the spirit."

"Steve Jobs always emphasized 'focus and simplicity' through meditation. | believe the background of
Jobs' creativity and insight lay not in advanced technology, but in inner reflection through meditation.
Govern your heart through prayer, meditation, and contemplation.

A monk | respect always gives a broad message in response to people's worries: \"Happiness lies in
one's mindset. \" If you cannot be the master of your own heart, you will consider yourself unhappy



and only grow feelings of inferiority. You cannot become the master of happiness.
Low self-esteem and a sense of inferiority are as..."

...inefficient as driving with the brakes on. Please keep in mind that only those who become masters
of their hearts can become masters of their time and happiness. February 2018, National Assembly
Member Kim Kyung-jin."

After the ceremony, | received a lot of praise. People said it wasn't a politician's cliché speech, but
one based on sincerity that resonated deeply. Perhaps the speech was quite good, as | was invited to
the KAIST graduation ceremony again in 2018 and 2019.

I had consecutive opportunities to encourage and bless the future of scientific talents who will open
the future of South Korea. Are they still immersed in their work today? If | become a National
Assembly member again, | want to create an environment where they can focus solely on research
without worrying about anything else.

Because that is directly linked to our future.
How to Survive in the Age of Portals

Portals like Kakao and Naver are always under scrutiny for the fairness of their news arrangement.
Whether they are biased toward a specific political faction is a constant subject of debate. Since
everyone is overwhelmed by a sense of victimhood and claims the playing field is tilted against them,
they are inevitably sensitive to how portals arrange news.

This is natural, given that we wake up and immediately use portals to check news, shop, and interact
with others. While the power of portal-operated communities called "Cafes" has weakened with the
rise of the SNS era, these portals have instead entered the e-commerce market one by one, and are
now even absorbing cable shopping...

...channels. The power of portals remains strong, and in Korea, they can practically be considered a
"public good."

During the COVID-19 pandemic, which now sounds like old news, portals verified individual identities
and essentially acted as proxies for state affairs. Of course, using the portal server networks to create
an administration where citizens felt no inconvenience during those chaotic times can be seen as a
positive.

However, as numerous administrative tasks were supplied through portals, the elderly who do not
use smartphones were left in a kind of administrative blind spot. In fact, at that time, everyone had to
either write down their identity by hand or scan a QR code with a smartphone to go to a restaurant.

As time went on, handwritten logs disappeared, and elderly people living alone who could not operate
smartphones found themselves unable to go anywhere. Even if they tried to go to a community center
(dong office) to protest this situation, they couldn't even get in there without scanning a QR...
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...code.

This led to ongoing questions about whether portals in South Korea belong to the public domain or
are merely private enterprises. It is also questionable whether it is possible to delegate state tasks to
a specific company in this manner.

Furthermore, by entrusting national administrative services to specific corporations, the issue of
mutual dependence between the state and those companies cannot be ignored.

As mentioned earlier, portal search ranking manipulation and algorithms that prioritize certain news
are always political hot topics. In 2018, during my time as a member of the 20th National Assembly, |
proposed the "Three Portal Acts" to prevent various types of information manipulation by portals.

Among them, the amendment to the Telecommunications Business Act included: A allowing only
article arrangement based on automated principles on portal sites; A introducing a media rep to
make advertising and accounting transparent; A requiring that news...

organizations cannot post articles other than those they have commissioned; A codifying
extraterritorial regulations to resolve reverse discrimination between domestic and foreign
businesses.

The amendment to the Act on Promotion of Information and Communications Network Utilization and
Information Protection included: A preventing information search service providers from manipulating
search results; A requiring the disclosure of the basic principles for deriving search results; A
mandating technical measures so users can distinguish between search results and commercial
advertising information.

At the time, the introduction of these bills received significant attention from the industry and was
cited by various media outlets via Yonhap News, but they ultimately did not pass. Even today, the
issue of portal fairness remains under scrutiny. Every time an administration changes, portal issues
are brought up, but it never leads to legislation.

Ultimately, this problem is a homework assignment for everyone. Why can't our portals be as free
from politics as Google? Especially now that humanity has a great weapon like Al.

Besides portals, the problems of transaction brokerage and delivery platforms...

are also among the significant issues our society must agree upon. The burden of fees paid by small
food businesses, such as neighborhood restaurants, Chinese restaurants, and pizza or gimbap
shops, to delivery brokerage apps is substantial. Nowadays, since many people rely solely on
delivery apps, these businesses cannot ignore them.

Consequently, they pay out their already slim profits as delivery app fees, often leaving them with less
income than before. Services ordered through brokerage apps sometimes incur fees as high as 15%
of the sales price per order.
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There is a clear need to limit the market structure of delivery brokerage apps, which is oligopolized by
two or three specific companies, to an appropriate range through laws and systems. While
e-commerce was once an option, it has now become an indispensable public good in our lives.

It is time to treat and regulate it as a kind of social overhead capital (SOC).
Pride of Four Years in the Assembly!

Led the creation of the Science, Technology, and Innovation Office! South Korea's R&D budget
reached 25.9 trillion KRW as of 2023. This is a significant development compared to 2016, when |
was a member of the 20th National Assembly, and the budget was 14 trillion KRW in general
accounts, or 19 trillion KRW even including special accounts and funds.

The Science, Technology, and Innovation Office (STIO) oversees national R&D projects totaling
approximately 26 trillion KRW. Although it is named an "office" separately from the 1st and 2nd Vice
Ministers of the Ministry of Science and ICT (MSIT), its head is a vice-ministerial level position.

Looking at the MSIT organization chart, the STIO effectively operates as a "3rd Vice Minister"
alongside the 1st and 2nd Vice Ministers. As is common elsewhere, the Korean bureaucracy
experiences significant friction...

and power struggles between departments. Before the STIO was established, the Science and
Technology Policy Office under the Ministry of Science and Technology would set the direction for
science and technology policy and national R&D projects.

Then, budgets were executed based on decisions by the Ministry of Economy and Finance (MOEF)
and approval from the National Assembly.

There were many problems because the Ministry of Science had to get approval from the MOEF to
select national R&D projects. Many science and technology R&D projects require a long-term
perspective, and sometimes an area suddenly becomes a priority, like Al today.

In such cases, the Ministry of Science had to persuade the MOEF, but this often led to typical
miscommunication between "liberal arts" and "natural sciences" backgrounds. Some research topics
were completely incomprehensible from the perspective of MOEF bureaucrats.

As a result, funds were sometimes not immediately provided to the areas that truly needed them. This
led to the recognized need for the Ministry of Science to make its own decisions regarding science
and technology R&D. To blow my own horn, while serving as a member of the Special Committee on
Budget and Accounts in 2017...

| obtained an official response from the Minister of Economy and Finance in the National Assembly's
budget committee hall regarding the creation of the Science, Technology, and Innovation Office.

In fact, creating the STIO was a campaign promise of the president at the time, but as expected, it
was highly likely to fail due to opposition from the MOEF and the National Assembly's Strategy and
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Finance Committee, who were looking out for their own interests.

Believing that science is the future of this country, | judged this to be an essential issue. After
securing the official response from the Minister, | met and persuaded each National Assembly
member who had expressed opposition to the STIO. At the time, members like Shin Yong-hyeon and
Oh Se-jung provided a lot of help.

If asked what the most rewarding event of my four years in the 20th National Assembly was, | would
say it was standing at the forefront and playing a part in creating the Science, Technology, and
Innovation Office. | should add that South Korea has had a clear will to promote science and
technology since the establishment of its government. When everyone...

was starving in 1959, the National Atomic Energy Research Institute was first established. It was a
miracle-like event that occurred at a time when even the concept of science and technology policy did
not exist, and it was one of the largest seeds sown in the history of Korean science and technology.

It is no exaggeration to say that modern Korean history was moved by two giants: Park Chung-hee
and Kim Dae-jung. The same was true for science and technology policy.

With the creation of the Economic Planning Board (then called the Ministry of Reconstruction) in 1962
and the establishment of the Five-Year Economic Development Plan, science and technology
budgets were finally recorded as independent items in the national budget, and related statistics
began to be compiled.

KIST was established in 1966, and the Ministry of Science and Technology was born as a
government agency in 1967. In 1972, the Science and Technology Deliberation Committee, chaired
by the Prime Minister, was established to coordinate science and technology policy within the Prime
Minister's Office.

If these were the achievements of the Park Chung-hee era, the next leap was Kim Dae-jung's turn.
Amid the IMF bailout...

...Kim Dae-jung, who became president, foresaw that within science and technology, it would be the
age of information and communication. Information highways were laid faster than anywhere else in
the world, and the era of nationwide Internet suddenly arrived.

Who would have thought this country would launch rockets on its own, or imagine it would become a
nation that almost exclusively produces HBM memory, the core of Al computing?

Our prosperity stems from science. In the past, we developed the Singijeon, the world's first rocket,
but as a result of neglecting science and technology after the reign of King Sejong, we eventually had
to face the tragedies of the Japanese invasion (Imjin War), two Manchu invasions, and Japanese
colonization.

| can always say with pride that | played a part in creating the Science, Technology, and Innovation
Officel
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To Infinity, and Beyond!

On August 23, 2023, India's Chandrayaan-3 landed on the lunar south pole. Landing on the south
pole of the moon was a feat achieved after Japan and Russia had failed, making India the fourth
country in the world to succeed in landing on the lunar surface.

For reference, India also successfully launched the Mars orbiter Mangalyaan in 2014, becoming the
first Asian country to successfully place a satellite in orbit around Mars.

| was envious watching the news. Truly envious.

The competition surrounding the space race is becoming increasingly fierce. The path to space is a
realm of science and technology...

but it is also a core element of national security. Major countries around the world have set space as
a key part of their national strategy. The current space race is comparable to the early days of the
Age of Discovery in the 15th century.

Nations that actively participated in the Age of Discovery became advanced countries, while Asia,
which locked its doors while Europe went out into the world, suffered for a long time. Space
development is essentially the second Age of Discovery for humanity. In those days, some believed
that monsters or giant cliffs awaited at the edge of the sea.

Some also said it was meaningless to spend money on such a gamble where the probability of failure
was everywhere. Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal established a navigation research institute
despite such opposition.

Just as the brave ones who first saw the potential of the sea created today's world, | am certain that
the countries going out into space will ultimately create the world of the future.

In that regard, it's a bit late for us—honestly, it feels belated. This is because we only began taking
our first steps in the 1990s. Fortunately, despite the late start, our characteristic...

fast pace is narrowing the technological gap with space powers. In 1992, we went to space on
another country's rocket, but in 2013, we launched the Naro rocket, built with our own technology,
into space. South Korea's space development goals already have a roadmap.

The plan is to complete a launch vehicle capable of carrying over 8 tons to low Earth orbit (LEO) and
over 3 tons to medium Earth orbit (MEQO) by 2030, and by 2040, to create a launch vehicle that can
carry 15-20 tons to LEO and 5-6 tons to geostationary orbit (GEQO). The full-scale start is in 2030.

By 2030, we will send a lunar lander on a Korean launch vehicle, and by 2035, we aim for a
successful asteroid sample-return mission. Currently, we are among the world's top 10 space
powers. However, the world mostly remembers 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place; it doesn't remember who is in
the top 10.
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Even during the Age of Discovery, the countries remembered are only about four: Spain, Portugal,
the Netherlands, and England. We must not be satisfied with being a top 10 power. With the
successful second launch of the Nuri rocket in 2022, we became the...

...seventh country in the world to place a payload of over 1 ton into space orbit.

This is where my concern begins. While Korea's space development is growing very rapidly, space
development for national security is still insufficient. The fastest mover in this area is, of course, the
United States.

During the Trump administration, the U. S. re-established the "National Space Council" in the White
House with the Vice President as the chairman after 20 years, and officially created the Space Force
on December 20, 2019.

Its goal is clear: to prepare for space warfare and manage satellites. For reference, a Space Force
unit named SPACEFOR-KOR has also been established within the U. S.

Forces Korea. Currently, the U. S.
Space Force has about 8,000 personnel.

Along with the U.S., Russia also has a space force. Its founding year, 2001, is even earlier than the
U.S. However, as it was evaluated as a "money pit" and the Russian economy worsened...

...it was incorporated into the Air Force in 2015, relegated to a subordinate unit.

The UK established the Space Command in 2021, and France renamed its Air Force to the French
Air and Space Force in 2020. Let's look at our closest neighbor, Japan. Japan established the Space
Operations Squadron in 2020 and aims to reorganize its Air Self-Defense Force into the Air and
Space Self-Defense Force.

Notably, Japan plans to develop "killer satellites" to identify and destroy adversary satellites.

This is the global situation. Entering the second Age of Discovery, we are moving into a period of
strengthening space defense along with exploration. In 2022, our Joint Chiefs of Staff announced the
creation of a Military Space Division, and a Space Operations Squadron was established in the Air
Force.

We are currently at the level of having one division in the Joint Chiefs and a squadron in the Air
Force. In 2019, | attended the 1st Civil-Military Space Development Seminar as the only...

...politician. Things are better now, but just four years ago in 2019, it was a time when no one was
paying attention to this issue.

If you ask if | was lonely, | would answer that it was an honor. That's truly how | feel. | consider
attending the first civil-military seminar toward a Space Force to be like a medal of honor in my life.
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Below is the content of the speech | gave at the time.

"Congratulations on holding the first Civil-Military Space Development Seminar this year. | would also
like to express my congratulations and gratitude to Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Kim Jun-sik, KARI
President Lim Cheol-ho, and KASI President Lee Hyung-mok for preparing this wonderful event.

It is very meaningful that the Air Force, which has mastered the skies, is co-hosting this Civil-Military
Space Development Seminar with South Korea's representative space institutions, KARI and KASI,
on the occasion of its 70th anniversary. | believe this is a great example of true civil-military harmony."

Countries around the world are pursuing policies that go beyond the 'principle of peaceful use of
space' defined in the Outer Space Treaty and the principle that 'space is the common heritage of
mankind' and cannot be owned by any nation.

While major countries are setting space as a core pillar of their nations and pursuing space
development in various fields, South Korea still remains at the level of scientific utilization, and space
development for security is in its infancy. | would like to propose several measures for efficient space
development through civil-military cooperation.

First is the activation of civil-military technological cooperation. Korea has developed and
accumulated technologies related to space development in both the civilian and military sectors
through various satellite projects and weapon system projects, and has built relevant infrastructure.

In the private sector, while carrying out domestic satellite projects, we have...

...accumulated infrastructure and know-how related to the manufacturing and testing of satellites, as
well as knowledge and experience regarding satellite operations. Through the successful launches of
the Korean launch vehicles Naro and Nuri, we have secured basic launch vehicle technology for
launching independent satellites.

Furthermore, we have established infrastructure related to space development, such as the
construction of domestic satellite launch sites. The military has continuously developed sensors
needed for defense, such as radar, optical, and infrared sensors used in weapon systems like
aircraft.

Additionally, through large-scale weapon system projects such as aircraft R&D, it possesses system
integration and test evaluation capabilities, and holds basic technologies related to launch vehicles
through the development of Korean missiles.

While the civilian and military sectors hold technologies suited to their respective characteristics, the
state must manage space development projects systematically with unity and lead civil-military
technological cooperation. In addition, infrastructure such as production and testing facilities and
satellite launch sites held by both sectors...

...should be shared within available ranges. New investments should be judged from a national
perspective, and policies to expand research personnel and technological exchange need to be
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established and implemented.

Next is the reorganization of laws and systems for the efficient promotion of space development in the
security field.

Current space-related laws include the [1Space Development Promotion Actl] and the [ISpace
Damage Compensation Act[] under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Science and ICT, and the
OAerospace Industry Development Promotion ActlJ under the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy.

Since all these laws utilize space only for scientific exploration and peaceful use, a comprehensive
legal review is now necessary. Currently, the [1Space Development Promotion Actl] is a law that
covers the overall space-related policies of the nation.

It stipulates that the Ministry of Science oversees all national-level space development projects,
including satellite projects, in consultation with relevant ministries. However, looking at recent cases,
we need to find ways to promote space development projects more efficiently across the public,
private, and military sectors.

Considering that space powers like the U.S. and Japan have established space development
organizations led by the Vice President and Prime Minister, respectively, to oversee space affairs, it
would be efficient for South Korea to promote space development on a larger scale."

India's lunar lander is named Vikram. It is said to be named after a scientist who made a significant
mark on India's space development. One day, it is my dream to have my name on even a small
satellite. For the future of South Korea, | will never take my eyes off space.

To infinity and beyond!
To Infinity, and Beyond!
[IROK-US Missile Guidelines(| Scrapping: The First Step Toward Independent National Defense

In his January 2017 New Year's address, Kim Jong-un declared the completion of ICBM
development. North Korea is very good at capturing the moment South Korea falters even slightly. If it
were true that they succeeded with an ICBM, there should have been a countermeasure, but South
Korea faced a major diplomatic constraint.

That was the ROK-US Missile Range Guidelines (RMG, Revised Missile Guideline), which the U. S.
government unilaterally demanded and we accepted.

In 1978, ROK-US relations were at their worst. The Carter administration in the U.S. advocated for
human rights diplomacy. As a response to the human rights suppression of the Yushin regime, they
were considering the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Korea...

and President Park Chung-hee responded by pushing for Korea's independent missile development
plan, known as the "Baekgom (White Bear) Project," as a move toward independent national
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defense. At that time, the U. S.

was reportedly very concerned that Korea might pursue independent nuclear armament. In other
words, they saw the Baekgom Project as an extension of a delivery vehicle for nuclear weapons. This
escalated beyond a diplomatic issue to a military one and a matter of trust between allies.

Ultimately, the U. S. government pressured our government through various channels, including the
U.

S. Forces Korea and the CIA. Eventually, a pledge was sent to the U.

S. government through Minister of National Defense Noh Jae-hyun, stating that missiles with a range
of over 180 km would not be developed or possessed without U. S.

approval. Strictly speaking, it was not a treaty signed between nations, but merely a diplomatic
pledge of obedience where the South Korean government unilaterally promised to limit its own
missile development at the request of the U. S.

However, these ROK-US missile guidelines became a persistent obstacle to South Korea's missile
and space launch vehicle development.

Because of these guidelines, for about 40 years, we faced infringements on our sovereignty and
restrictions on industries such as military reconnaissance drones and solid-fuel space launch
vehicles.

Due to what was merely a guideline, the development of the aerospace industry—including research
space launch vehicles, solid fuel, and drones—was essentially blocked for half a century. As the use
of solid fuel was restricted under the ROK-US missile guidelines, our launch vehicles had to be
developed using liquid fuel from the start.

Experts believe that if such restrictions had not existed during the design of the Nuri rocket, its
performance would be much improved by now. Solid fuel is simpler in structure than liquid fuel,
saving development cost and time.

Given the geopolitical location of the Korean Peninsula, it was clear that South Korea's missile
development would provoke not only the U. S. but also China, Russia, Japan, and other surrounding
powers.

Those who only wanted to maintain the status quo...

...on the Korean Peninsula wanted Korea to remain only a major army power focused solely on
defending against North Korea.

Of course, there were efforts to revise them in the meantime. The ROK-US missile guidelines saw the
range extended from 170 km to 300 km during the Kim Dae-jung and Bill Clinton administrations, and
to 800 km during the Lee Myung-bak and Barack Obama administrations.
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However, many restrictions remained, such as those on military unmanned reconnaissance aircraft
and solid-fuel booster rockets, and the 800 km limit was still a limit. We could not continue to treat a
worn-out 1970s agreement as an immutable law. Reality must change to suit the situation.

And changing that reality is the duty of a politician.

In 2017, along with fellow members, | introduced a "Resolution Urging the Scrapping of the ROK-US
Missile Guidelines (RMG, Revised Missile Guideline)." | was the first to advocate for the scrapping of
the guidelines at the National Assembly level.

Through the resolution, | pointed out that "The ROK-US missile guidelines are not a binding
international treaty or regulation, and there is no official document..."

signed by responsible representatives of both countries; it is merely a kind of guideline." The ROK-US
missile guidelines were, in themselves, a significant surrender of sovereignty.

Strictly speaking, since not only the President but also the relevant ministries—the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry of National Defense, and the Ministry of Science and ICT—did not fulfill their
efforts to protect sovereignty, they were effectively violating the Constitution. The resolution |
introduced came from that background.

Although it was just a guideline with no official signed document between the two countries, | could no
longer stand by and watch South Korea's voluntary policy declaration, made in submission to the
logic of power, continue until now.

In fact, the missile guidelines have no legal effect or binding force because they are not an
international convention or treaty.

[Resolution Urging the Scrapping of the ROK-US Missile Guidelines] Resolution 2017-08-31
Proposers: Kim Kyung-jin, Joo Seung-yong, Choi Kyoung-hwan, Shin Yong-hyeon, Choi Myung-ghil,
Lee Chan-yeol, Kim Joong-ro, Kim Jong-hoe, Yoon Young-il...

...Kim Sam-hwa, Yoo Sung-yop, Park Joo-sun, Chung Dong-young, Park Jie-won, Kim Dong-cheol,
Chang Byoung-wan, Cho Bae-sook, Chang Jung-sook, Lee Dong-sup, Lee Un-ju, Park Joo-hyun,
Kim Seong-sik, Jeong In-hwa, Choi Do-ja, Lee Tae-kyu, Song Ki-seok (26 members).

"Resolution: The National Assembly of the Republic of Korea condemns the humiliating discussions
on revising the ROK-US missile guidelines, which seriously infringe upon South Korea's independent
national defense under the most severe security crisis on the Korean Peninsula, and urges the
President's immediate declaration of the scrapping of the ROK-US missile guidelines.

The National Assembly of the Republic of Korea expresses serious regret over the ROK-US missile
guidelines, which have infringed upon South Korea's defense sovereignty with de facto military and
diplomatic binding force despite being naturally void under the Constitution, and urges the President
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to declare the scrapping of the ROK-US missile guidelines and immediately notify the U.
S. government. 2.
The National Assembly and the Government of the Republic of Korea..."

urge our government to possess the capability to secure independent defense capabilities to deter
and effectively respond to North Korea's nuclear and missile threats. 3.

The National Assembly and the Government of the Republic of Korea urge our government to
establish a plan for the development of the aerospace industry as soon as possible so that South
Korea can leap forward as an advanced nation in space development. 4.

The National Assembly and the Government of the Republic of Korea urge North Korea to abandon
its nuclear and missile development and emerge as a responsible member of the international
community, and declare that we will make every effort to establish peace and alleviate tensions on
the Korean Peninsula through close consultation with the international community."

"Reason for Proposal: The ROK-US missile guidelines, born for the unjust purposes of past military
regimes, have been the biggest obstacle preventing South Korea's security sovereignty, vehicle
development, and the growth of the aerospace industry.

Furthermore, according to Article 60, Paragraph 1 of the Constitution, treaties concerning national
security, such as those regarding missiles..."

must receive the consent for ratification from the National Assembly. Therefore, the ROK-US missile
guidelines, which have been operated without such consent, are a clear violation of the Constitution.

Accordingly, we urge the President's declaration of the scrapping of the ROK-US missile guidelines
and the government's immediate notification of scrapping to the U. S. government.

This resolution became a touchstone for the lifting of the ROK-US missile guidelines. The
government succeeded in a revision in 2020 that limited the 800 km range issue to military solid
rockets only, and finally, in 2021, the guidelines themselves were abolished.

Theoretically, South Korea is now capable of developing medium-range ballistic missiles (MRBMs)
and, by adding technologies for submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs), hypersonic missiles,
and atmospheric re-entry, it could also possess ICBMs."

"When | submitted the scrapping resolution at the time, a certain member who was like a symbol of
South Korea's progressive party told me that this resolution was nothing but a move that would
provoke unnecessary..."

...discord between the ROK and the U.S., and refused to participate. It was hard to believe those
words came from someone whose political capital was based on anti-American sovereignty
movements and who insisted on reclaiming wartime operational control from the U.S. at every turn.
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He never joined the resolution in the end.

When the ROK-US missile guidelines were abolished in 2021, both the ruling and opposition parties
welcomed the news in unison. Of course, some discussed an "active peace-building strategy" at that
point. South Korea's space technology is soaring.

Now we can use solid fuel as much as we want. We have also become a part of the Space Age of
Discovery. | have laid one brick in that effort.

This is the reward of being in politics.
The Answer to the Problem was Always in the Field

After becoming a National Assembly member, it became much easier to meet people | was curious
about or wanted to meet. For someone with my personality, who needs to solve problems
immediately when they arise, this was a privilege beyond compare.

Being able to easily meet experts and decision-makers allowed me to learn a lot, and it was a great
help throughout my parliamentary activities. Although | pride myself on having quite a bit of
experience, legislation often involved things that went beyond my understanding of complex systems.

Among things | initially thought were flawed systems, when that specific problem...

...was fixed, new problems sometimes appeared in unexpected places. The affairs of the world were
never one-dimensional or focused in only one direction.

Legislation was closer to "coordination"—finding a better direction by weaving together various
interests in society—rather than the "creation" of something new from nothing. Therefore, one must
not listen only to experts on one side. The east has its problems, and the west has its own.

Even after listening to opinions from various related sectors and completing everything from the
skeletal structure to the finish, leaks or cracks commonly occur. When everyone thinks it's good
enough, someone must speak up and say there is a problem. This is why a politician must think one
step further than others.

While serving on the Science, ICT, Broadcasting, and Communications Committee, what if | found
that expensive research equipment purchased with tens of billions of KRW was sitting idle because
there was no budget for its maintenance? It sounds ridiculous...

but such cases do happen in government budget projects. Based on a grievance | heard from a field
researcher during a visit to a certain science and technology institute, | pointed out this problem
during the 2018 parliamentary audit.

Only then did the Ministry of Science and ICT announce that they would provide separate
management personnel and budgets for expensive equipment. Thanks to establishing this necessary
"niche budget," many research institutions were able to produce in-depth research results without
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worrying about equipment maintenance costs and personnel.

This happened during the parliamentary audit of the Korea Communications Commission. The head
of Huawei's Korean branch was summoned as a witness because there were reports that our
information was being secretly leaked through Chinese equipment.

| asked the head if Huawei was willing to accept security certification requirements requested by the
Korean government regarding the supply of 5G communication equipment. To this, the head gave a
general answer: "We will actively cooperate with the security certification methods desired by the
Korean government or Korean clients."

| pressed him again: "For security verification from the Korean side, if we ask for 5G..."

equipment blueprints or source code, would you be willing to comply?" To this, the head replied, "The
source code is a core asset of the company, but if there is a request, we will actively cooperate within
a range that does not expose it to third parties or competitors." Only then did we get the answer we
needed.

Based on this, an eight-month inspection of 5G communication equipment began the following year.
This was a few years before the US-China conflict over Huawei was triggered. It was a result made
possible by properly utilizing the positive influence of a National Assembly member.

Hello Google, Hey Apple, Guolai Huawei

While criticism and surveillance of domestic conglomerates like Samsung and Hyundai are strict, |
often see a different standard applied to multinational corporations. There is a lack of interest in
whether global companies that dominate the world and enjoy enormous profits in South Korea—such
as Google, Facebook, and Apple—are paying their fair share.

Global companies make massive profits locally, yet only our domestic companies become the targets
of surveillance. It is reverse discrimination.

| raised this issue during the parliamentary audit. | summoned the Korean heads of Google,
Facebook, and Hua...

wei to the audit. Since 2017, | had already pointed out issues such as the abuse of market dominance
and personal information protection by global companies.

| criticized global content providers (CPs) for taking massive profits while failing to fulfill their
corresponding roles, such as paying taxes or contributing to society, simply because of a lack of
domestic laws to regulate them. At the same time, | introduced a bill to urge active government
response.

It was a powerful bill that allowed the government to step in and stop internet services or order the
removal of telecommunications facilities if global CPs failed to take technical measures to protect
users.
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While the focus was on securing strong enforcement power, the plan was prepared to impose phased
penalties depending on the degree of violation to ensure that individual users would not suffer
unintended harm.

The regulatory reverse discrimination between domestic and foreign companies is not just an issue of
unfairness between businesses, but also an abandonment of national sovereignty.

In 2019, the European Union (EU) selected six companies, including Apple, Facebook, Google,
Amazon, and Microsoft, as targets for regulation under the Digital Markets Act (DMA) to prevent the
abuse of market dominance by big tech.

A total of 22 major services, including SNS platforms, app stores, and OSs provided by these
companies, were subject to regulation. These companies are prohibited from expanding and utilizing
user data obtained through their own services into other businesses, and their exclusive operation of
app stores was made virtually impossible.

The EU Commission was even granted the authority to order the sale of parts of a company's
business units in the event of systematic violations. This is in line with the amendments to the
"Telecommunications Business Act" and the "Act on Promotion of Information and Communications
Network Utilization and Information Protection” that | proposed.

| ensured that the Information and Communications Network Act would apply even to the overseas
actions of global internet businesses if they affect domestic users, and that the government could
block a provider's network if they neglect their duty to protect personal information.

YouTube algorithms dominate the thoughts of South Korean citizens, and fake news on Facebook
and Twitter creates noise. The world changes incredibly fast. Over a decade ago, big-box stores were
regulated to save traditional markets.

Today, those stores are a declining industry because the era of same-day delivery for fresh food via
the internet has arrived. Looking back, South Korean political circles have always viewed the world
simply. They failed to predict the speed of change and were too busy responding with
one-dimensional, simple legislation.

This is why we need National Assembly members who can keep up with the pace of a changing
world.
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Chapter 3. The World Was Wide, and There Was Much to Learn

« Previous Chapter

See every chapter

Next Chapter —

Chapter 3: The World Was Wide, and There Was Much to Learn
Parliamentary Diplomacy Reaching Out to the World

There are 204 countries on Earth. There are 193 UN member states and two observer states. The
remaining nine are countries not recognized by the UN.

Each country has its own unique problems. What is important is that a nation's fate is often decided
by how well its politics recognizes those problems and provides correct solutions, and how much the
people trust and follow those solutions.

Members of the National Assembly must always strive to solve problems on a national scale. If an
answer cannot be found domestically, they must look for it in similar cases abroad, look-

-ing for answers, and if even those do not exist, they must forge a new, creative path. Every year, the
Ministry of Science and ICT holds the 'Science and Technology Conference,' a forum for mutual
exchange that brings together overseas Korean scientists from around the world.

Members of the National Assembly's Science and Technology Committee engage in parliamentary
diplomacy by encouraging Korean scientists and exploring areas for mutual research cooperation
between nations.

The '2017 Canada-Korea Conference on Science and Technology' (CKC-2017) and the '2017
US-Korea Conference on Science and Technology' (UKC-2017), which | visited in 2017, were such
opportunities.

CKC-2017, then in its 7th year, was held in Montreal, co-hosted by the Korean Federation of Science
and Technology Societies (KOFST) and the Association of Korean-Canadian Scientists and
Engineers. The atmosphere was positive, as the Korea-Canada Science, Technology, and Innovation
Cooperation Agreement had just gone into effect that May.

Various discussions took place under the theme of 'Science, Technology, and Innovation
Cooperation for the Future. '

For the 19th UKC, 'Cooperation' was chosen as the keyword to create convergence and innovation
based on science and technology in the era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. It was held in
Washington, D. C.
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, with support from KOFST, the Korean-American Scientists and Engineers Association (KSEA), the
National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF), and the Korea-US Science and Technology
Cooperation Center (KICDC).

| also embarked on business trips to Russia, Germany, and India. At that time, Russia was our most
important partner for rocket launch technology. The science and technology of Russia, which once
split the world with the United States, were astonishing.

| remember being impressed by their basic science capabilities in each field. In Germany, the
creation of new added value in manufacturing through IT and software convergence was notable. In
India, | conducted a survey on the current status of mathematics, computer programming, and
satellite launch technology.

| visited the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) to understand the level of India's space
technology and the status of international cooperation, and was able to confirm the potential for future
joint research and technical cooperation between Korea and India in the space sector.

Following the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake, concerns about reactor damage from earthquakes
and tsunamis were high, so | was also curious about India's disaster prevention systems for nuclear
power plants.

It was meaningful to visit the Department of Atomic Energy (DAE), which is responsible for India's
overall nuclear administration, and observe their preparations.

Since India lacks the resources of developed nations, it relied heavily on human power, but in some
technologies, they achieved significant results by shifting their thinking through India's unique
'‘Jugaad' spirit, which was very impressive. It is also important to listen to the difficulties of local
companies.

| learned that Samsung Electronics' local research center and other Korean companies were facing
significant difficulties due to the bureaucratic chaos unique to India regarding land purchase and
insufficient flight routes. | was able to gauge the direction of support for companies entering India,
which is emerging as a manufacturing hub.

There is one thing | always

do after completing my official schedule during a trip. If | have some free time, | make sure to use
public transportation to see the inner workings of that city. | always explore alone, even if only for a
few hours.

In some ways, overseas visits as a member of the National Assembly are not free from the
'surveillance' (?) of both sides. The host country only wants to show what it wants to show, and the
same goes for the Korean diplomatic missions.

Because of this 'consideration' (?) , we often
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miss the raw reality of that country. | put on a small bag and step into the streets where people go.
When | stand on the ground and look at them from the same eye level, there are times when | grasp
the essence from within. | still wear a backpack and step on the bare ground. The answers are in the
field, and the teachers are on the road.

In Northern Europe

As expected! Northern Europe was truly the land of welfare. | visited Sweden and Norway to examine
their policies more deeply at the forefront of welfare powerhouses. With the authorization of the
Swedish Academic Foundation, | was able to visit the Scandinavian Policy Research Institute (SPRI),
which researches welfare and education.

Korea faces serious issues with both a low birth rate and an aging population. It is a country where
population problems at both ends of the spectrum coexist simultaneously. In Korea, where elderly
welfare is becoming a hot topic as it enters an aged society, Sweden's welfare policies left a strong
impression.

While the recent trend in Korea is to care for the elderly at home as long as possible before moving
them to a nursing facility, Sweden takes the opposite approach. Until 1992, nursing facilities were
common, but recently, home care has become the standard policy in Sweden.

Through the 1992 Adel Reform, Sweden integrated the welfare delivery system, which had been
divided into hospitals for medical services and regional governments for welfare services, into local
municipalities. The core theme of Swedish elderly welfare is, "Old age is not a disease, and it is right
to protect the dignity of life even in old age."

In Sweden, any citizen aged 65 or older can apply for home care to their local municipality.
Immediately upon application, a specialist visits and designs a customized service for almost every
part of life, including housework, cleaning, walking, and cooking.

The cost is a maximum of 2,125 SEK, or about 300,000 KRW per month, with the municipality
covering the rest.

The 'Silviahemmet' Royal Dementia Support Center is one of Sweden's prides. Silvia is the name of
the Swedish Queen, and she developed a special interest in the issue of dementia after seeing her
mother suffer from it, which eventually led to the establishment of the Royal Dementia Support
Center.

For reference, IKEA, the furniture company also present in Korea, is running a project called
'Silviabo,' a customized residential complex for dementia patients. To allow dementia patients to live
with their families instead of being concentrated in separate nursing facilities, IKEA designed
everything from the home interiors to the furniture.

When a couple lives together and one moves to a nursing home due to dementia, it results in two
separated family members. IKEA reportedly conducted extensive research on how to design beds
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and furniture safely and how to arrange the home layout efficiently for families with dementia patients.
While Sweden is impressive, IKEA's social contribution was also quite remarkable.

The Dongdaemun-gu Health Center in my constituency also has a Dementia Relief Center. It began
in 2008 through an outsourced operation agreement with Kyung Hee University Medical Center and
has been running for 15 years.

Since dementia tends to lead to endless conflict and discord if family members do not understand the
symptoms, family education is much more important than for other diseases. Above all, since
dementia is a chronic disease with no complete cure, prevention is more important than treatment.

Fortunately, since the 2020s, new drugs for dementia and Alzheimer's using genetic technology have
been released one by one. The US FDA approved Aduhelm, the first Alzheimer's treatment, in 2021,
and with competing new drugs succeeding in phase 3 clinical trials in 2023, humanity has moved a
step closer to conquering dementia.

| also visited Civita, a representative policy research institute in Norway. It is a place that has long
researched how to balance labor and quality of life, including the three elements of Norwegian
welfare (economic model, tripartite cooperation model, and welfare policy). The Norwegian Deputy
Minister of Labor

provided an overall explanation of labor market policy, working environment policy, pension policy,
and welfare society policy. It was clear where their interests lie.

The world is always turning busily. Change happens every day and everywhere. Members of the
National Assembly must have sensitive antennas for such changes. We must stand against external
threats, but we must also know how to embrace a new future. Seeing, feeling, and comparing many
things seems to be the source of ideas.

The Road to India

During my time as a prosecutor, | fell for the unique charm of Indian films, commonly known as
Bollywood. | was captivated by the musical elements, including the unique group dances featured
throughout the movies. | later realized that Indian films weren't well-known only in Korea, but actually
had many fans worldwide.

They even surpass Hollywood in the number of films produced and frequently reach number one at
the box office in parts of Asia, the Middle East, and Africa.

As | watched the movies, | also became curious about the language in them. | was working as a chief
prosecutor at the Cheonan Branch at the time, and after

asking around, | found an Indian student in Cheonan and hired him as a private tutor to learn Hindi,
the most widely used language in India. For that Indian student, it was good because he could earn
some tuition from an eccentric official who wanted to learn his language, and for me, it was good

36



because | could satisfy my general curiosity about India.
Later, while visiting India as a lawmaker, my curiosity and interest grew like a snowball.

Before we move on, | would like to mention a few interesting connection points between Korea and
India that most Koreans might not know about:

India, like Korea's Hunminjeongeum, has its own unique writing system. This script is called
'Devanagari.' What's surprising is that Devanagari, like Hunminjeongeum, has consonants and
vowels, creates phonetic characters through their combination, and connects those phonetic
characters with specific meanings.

For the record, Devanagari was created much earlier than Hunminjeongeum. Shin Suk-ju, who made
the greatest contribution during the creation of Hunminjeongeum, studied phonology while traveling to
and from the Ming Dynasty and was reportedly fluent in Chinese, Japanese, Mongolian, and Jurchen.
The languages to note are Mongolian and Jurchen.

These scripts are phonetic, and their foundation is Tibetan. For the record, Tibet was originally a
country without a script, but one was created in the 7th century by King Songtsen Gampo, who ruled
Tibet, 'for the purpose of translating Buddhist scriptures.

' This is also a unique case—a king taking the lead in creating and distributing a script, much like
Joseon. At that time, Tibet created a writing system based on India's Devanagari from across the
Himalayas. In other words, a line of movement can be drawn: India — Tibet — Mongolia —
Jurchen/Phags-pa script.

Seong Hyeon, who served as the Minister of Public Works and Chief Scholar during the reign of King
Seongjong of Joseon, recorded in his book Yongjae Chonghwa that 'the shapes of the letters are
based

on Sanskrit. ' In fact, given several structural similarities between the two scripts, it is highly likely that
there was some influence. It is not a matter of shame that our unique culture was influenced by

someone else.

Ideas have continued to connect and spread from the past through Greece, Rome, the Tang Dynasty,
Persia, and Mongolia. It is a universal aspect of human history to take others' ideas and create
something even greater of our own.

The second similarity is that both countries share the same Independence Day: August 15. For
Korea, the starting point was August 15, 1945, and for India, it was August 15, 1947. We designate
August 15, the very day Japan declared its surrender, as Independence Day.

In India's case, independence was achieved after World War Il, as the ruling party in Britain changed
from the Conservatives to the Labour Party, and Britain's colonial policy changed in combination with
the Indian people's desire for independence. Britain and India agreed to end colonial rule, and on
August 15, 1947,
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power was transferred from Britain to the newly formed India. Although the reasons are different,
having the same Independence Day is rare, so Indians are often very surprised when this is
emphasized.

The third similarity is that both are divided nations. We were divided by external forces as a result of
the split occupation by the US and the USSR, whereas India was a case where religious conflicts
were triggered throughout British colonial rule, and Hindus and Muslims agreed to divide.

While India's division can be seen as voluntary, the process was by no means smooth. Just as half of
South Korea's population was once part of separated families as they went through division and war,

14 million people in India were forced to leave their homes during the partition of India and Pakistan,

and a staggering 1 million people died in the process.

Whether voluntary or involuntary, Korea and India each share similar wounds in terms of the number
of people who died innocently in the whirlpool of history called division. Because of this tragic history,
both countries have literature

that depicts the scars of the division period.

The two countries share significant historical commonalities. People tend to feel rapport when they
share the same experiences, hobbies, or even favorite foods. At a time when the 'Indian Century' is
beginning, knowing even this much allows you to exchange glances and start a conversation with an
Indian person you meet for the first time.

Currently, at the National Assembly level, there is a Korea-India Friendship Association for exchange
with India, but it is almost inactive.

2023 marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Korea and India, but at a time when
the whole world is reducing its dependence on China and rushing to India, no movement is being
detected in the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea. Are we perhaps blowing a

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity?
| dream of a new era of exchange and cooperation between Korea and India.
On the Boat to Bingling Temple

During my time as a prosecutor, | stayed in China for six months as an exchange research
prosecutor. | was in Shanghai, and since my mission was simply to build human networks with local
police, prosecutors, and judges for the sake of personnel exchange, | had a relatively large amount of
free time.

Thanks to that, | was able to travel around various parts of China from time to time.

| wanted to see with my own eyes the 'Middle Kingdom' that | had learned about in history books and
that was present in all literary genres, from The Romance of the Three Kingdoms to martial arts
novels. My curiosity and interest were why | applied to go without hesitation when the offer for the
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exchange prosecutor program came.

It was the era when President Hu Jintao was in power. It was possible because foreigners could
travel relatively freely throughout China, and budget hotels were open to backpackers. They say that
traveling in China these days has become significantly more difficult compared to those times.

The five mountains of China, known as the 'Five Great Mountains,' are known as a treasure trove that
always provides inspiration for Chinese culture. Mount Tai, of which Confucius said, "Though Mount
Tai is high, it is still beneath the heavens," turned out to be only 1,533m high in terms of altitude.

Although it was lower than Korean mountains like Hallasan, Jirisan, Seoraksan, Deogyusan, and
Taebaeksan, each part of the mountain was truly a massive cultural asset, enough to be called a
treasure trove of Chinese cultural heritage.

In particular, Mount Tai is full of stone carvings on rocks throughout the mountain, to the point of
being a stone carving exhibition hall. There are 258 stone carvings at the summit alone, and for the
whole mountain, there are approximately 800 steles and 1,000 cliff carvings.

There are stone carvings by Emperor Taizong of Tang (Li Shimin) and the Kangxi and Qianlong
Emperors of the Qing Empire, as well as sentences by poets like Li Bai, and although they did not
leave

their names in history, there were also many writings by anonymous scholars who left a bold line and
departed. The inscriptions were so worth reading that | could write for days just about the stone
carvings, and some of the writings made my thoughts trail off for a while.

One of the most eye-catching stone carvings for me was the four characters 'Yeoguk Hamnyeong'
(O000), said to have been written by an official in Tai'an Prefecture. It means that everyone should
join forces to bring peace to the nation, and I think it is a phrase that politicians, then and now, must
take to heart.

Another impressive place in China was Gansu Province, which can be considered the entrance to the
Silk Road. The Bingling Temple Grottoes, which boast grandeur even now because they were
well-preserved despite being almost abandoned, were my number one pick in all my travels in China.

When people think of Chinese grottoes, they point to Dunhuang, Yungang, and Longmen. They are
all UNESCO World Heritage Sites, but because they are so

famous, they have all become tourist attractions, and most of them are currently newly restored
because they were swept by destruction during the Cultural Revolution. However, to get to Bingling
Temple, you still have to take a boat for two to four hours. The nearest large city is two hours from the
boat dock.

Even before the dam was built, this area was close to a remote wilderness that no one visited.
Looking at the paintings in the Bingling Temple Grottoes, | could feel how international this area—the
Hexi Corridor, which is one of the sections of the Silk Road—was at the time. All races of the world
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were mingled together in the murals.

It was amazing. It means they achieved back then what even Shanghai, currently China's largest
international city, cannot achieve. Historically, China was prosperous when it adopted an open-door

policy.

The Tang Empire grew into a great international empire through the Silk Road trade routes and the
Grand Canal, the Yuan Dynasty of the Mongols created a single Eurasian network, and the Qing
Empire also sought expansion by accepting Western culture through Guangzhou in the south.

At this point, the international situation is in flux. China is revealing its greed too early and dreaming
of empire. Their empire lacks democracy, human rights, and magnanimity.

Countries in South Asia and Africa are suffering from the predatory debt provided by China. Countries
that were vaguely optimistic that China would move toward democratization as it developed
economically are now strengthening international cooperation to deter China's greed. China is hiding
away like a hedgehog without being able to solve this problem.

If they change their mindset with a generous heart, they will see that the ideal is right there.

There is no fixed truth in international relations. It is as vibrant and alive as domestic politics, with
alliances and alignments constantly shifting. South Korea stands on the side of the world's most
powerful and open nations.

This prosperity we have achieved is possible because we have accurately established our diplomatic
position. | respect the brilliant Chinese civilization of history,

but current Chinese civilization still seems to lack the tolerance and inclusion necessary to fulfill its
responsibilities in the world.
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Chapter 4. Legislative Battles
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Confronting Tada, the lllegal Call Taxi Service

An economy is established on the premise of owning specific goods or items. However, ownership
doesn't mean constant use 24 hours a day. For example, owning a personal vehicle doesn't mean
driving it around the clock.

Even if it's my property, wouldn't the world be more efficient and beneficial if a third party in need
could use it reasonably when I'm not using it? This is the concept of saving costs and preventing
resource depletion from overproduction by letting people use goods or items only when necessary.

It's a great idea, and if it works as intended, the world would likely become more efficient. The term
"sharing economy" first became known to the public when American legal scholar Lawrence Lessig
used it in his book

*Remix* in 2008.

In conclusion, every dream is beautiful. The problem is that when you apply the reality of human
greed to that beautiful dream, it mostly turns into a nightmare. The fathers of democracy didn't build
this world with monochromatic concrete buildings because they didn't know how to dream.

The issue is reality. Resources are finite, while human desires continue to soar. In this situation, for
everyone to live relatively well, we shouldn't pursue a pretty ideal, but rather establish a
monochromatic, agreeable system where as few people as possible suffer losses.

In October 2017, a taxi service called "Tada," a ride-sharing platform, was launched. Tada enjoyed
sensational popularity for a while. It was particularly welcomed by young women.

This was because it instantly solved the inconveniences of traditional taxis, such as drivers refusing
to use navigation, unpleasant odors inside the car, expressions of political opinions, or

initiating uncomfortable conversations. Tada became synonymous with convenience and comfort.
Thanks to this, Tada grew rapidly, securing 1.25 million subscribers just one year after its launch.

While consumers preferred it, there was an invisible trap. Tada drivers were not formal workers
protected by the Labor Standards Act. Instead, they had to be assigned a car from the company
every day.
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If they weren't, they could no longer drive for Tada—a status identical to day laborers at a morning
labor market. Consequently, if a driver received a low rating from a passenger the previous day, they
might not be assigned a vehicle the next morning, effectively becoming unemployed instantly.

Being daily non-regular workers, they lacked social safety net protections such as industrial accident
insurance and workplace health insurance under labor laws, leaving them in an extremely precarious
position, driving while constantly fearing dismissal.

To obtain a private taxi license, one must have no traffic accidents in the past five years and no
criminal record for crimes like sexual offenses. However, Tada insisted that its drivers were not taxi
drivers and claimed that a standard driver's license was sufficient.

In doing so, they quietly dismantled various safety measures and taxi-related regulations designed to
protect passengers. While Tada had the advantage of comfortable interiors and drivers being
responsive to passenger needs, it completely removed the legal mechanisms for passenger
protection and the social safety nets for drivers.

If this type of service became universal, its structural weakness could have turned it into a "ticking
bomb" at any moment. Unlike taxis, Tada didn't even conduct background checks for sexual
offenses—a standard requirement for those serving the general public. People were put to work with
just a Class 2 Ordinary driver's license.

It is true that as the times change rapidly and individuals are connected

through the internet, the patterns of commerce are shifting. However, there are more cases than one
might think where existing systems, carefully crafted considering various situations and factors, are
polished under the name of "innovation" through internet commerce, only to end up destroying the
merits of the previous systems.

If protection for the public is removed in the name of innovation—without a safety net for workers or
existing businesses—and everything becomes permitted, the negative consequences fall entirely on
the citizens.

Kakao Carpool was the same. It started with the "sharing economy" label, but it shared the same
structure as Tada in that it removed several safety nets for workers and the public. Essentially, it was
far from the beauty they claimed; it was merely a low-grade business eager to make money by
destroying a well-established system.

Yet, no one stepped forward. Meanwhile, the rift between the taxi industry and operators like Tada or
Kakao Carpool only grew deeper. Amidst that

stagnation, an incident occurred where three taxi drivers died by self-immolation. Kakao's actions
ended up devastating the lives of small business owners, companies, and individuals. Honestly, the
political sphere, which neglected this situation, cannot be held blameless either.
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Someone had to "bell the cat," but we were becoming increasingly cowardly. | raised the issue that
Kakao's actions were a form of plunder; while they claimed to be a platform, their essence was a
"captured economy." The so-called "sharing economy" must assume that those working in a specific
industry can all make a decent living.

However, Kakao Carpool claimed to be a platform intermediary but was deeply problematic in terms
of labor exploitation and the removal of social safety nets. Though it claimed to be a sharing
economy, it was in reality a "predatory economy" that destroyed a well-functioning system.

It's not just Kakao Carpool. As new types of accommodations like shared housing and guesthouses
sprouted like mushrooms,

side effects such as sexual crimes, theft, fire accidents, tax evasion, and illegal operations are
frequently occurring. Again, this is a matter directly related to the safety of individual citizens. To
operate an accommodation business in Korea, one must pass extremely rigorous fire safety
regulations.

These are not regulations made to harass anyone; they are detailed safety requirements that public
accommodation spaces, where many people pay to sleep, must possess. Because they are used by
many people, hotels, motels, and inns naturally face tighter regulations under fire and sanitation laws
than officetels, apartments, or private houses.

However, if private houses and officetels are used for hotel or motel business under the guise of
"shared accommodation," these public protections are broken.

Many accommodations under the name of "sharing" are actually general houses not registered as
formal lodging businesses, making them vulnerable to various accidents without legal obligations for
sanitation, fire and disaster safety management, or consumer privacy protection.

Let's look a step deeper. Uber and

apartment accommodation sharing systems operate in the form of internet platforms, and the
operators of these platforms are large corporations or multinational companies.

They claim to be good-faith intermediaries in the name of being a "platform," but in reality, the
structure allowed the platform operators to enrich themselves by taking excessive commissions.

Some seem to think that ICT platform intermediary services, born with the plausible name of
"sharing," are the new growth engines of the Fourth Industrial Revolution and the hope for the future.
| repeat: the services currently discussed as the sharing economy are neither new nor innovative
technologies suitable for the Fourth Industrial Revolution era.

They are simply structures where portal companies encroach upon small-scale industries and exploit
commissions, wrapped in a fancy name. They are nothing more than expedient services that conflict
with numerous domestic laws. Even if we go slowly, | hope we take a path that aligns with the era's
themes of common sense and fairness.
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For reference, in June 2023, the Supreme Court ruled that Tada was not an "illegal call taxi" service.
However, the National Assembly of the Republic of Korea had already passed an amendment
declaring

"rental cars with drivers" illegal. In conclusion, the Tada side only managed to avoid criminal
punishment. Moving forward, | intend to prevent the socially vulnerable from being suddenly swept
away by the trends of the times.

That is the reason for my existence—a person born as the son of a poor farmer who dreamed of
becoming a legal professional while watching his father's grievances.

The Reason Legislation Exists: To Protect the Socially Vulnerable

What distinguishes human civilization from the animal kingdom is that while we can differentiate
based on results, we do not abandon those who fall behind in competition; instead, we have built a
system for living together.

If we aren't going to look after those who cannot run with us for various reasons, there is no reason
for us to strive to build such a brilliant civilization. Survival of the fittest is the law of the jungle, not the
law of the human world.

It is easy for socially powerful and wealthy people to assert their rights. The higher one is in the social
hierarchy, the more connections and methods they have to

complain when they are treated unfairly. However, it is not easy for the socially vulnerable.
Successful people are surrounded by journalists, doctors, and legal professionals just one or two
degrees of separation away, but the socially vulnerable struggle to find anyone who will even listen to
their story.

This is why | believe that providing a stepping stone for the socially vulnerable is the path to a more
equal society.

Even in ancient Rome, the office of the Tribune of the Plebs was established to represent the
interests of the commoners and supplement the aristocrat-dominated politics. This wasn't because
Rome was more compassionate than we are.

Every nation experiences rise and fall. Like living organisms, they are born, grow, age, and eventually
perish. If you look closely at why a nation falls, there are largely internal and external factors.

External factors involve failing to fend off outside invasions, while internal factors are almost always
internal strife. Internal strife occurs as economic inequality deepens. In modern terms, as the middle
class collapses and they become

displaced, social conflict intensifies. The state becomes more violent as tax revenue dries up, and
they either collapse through internal fighting or are destroyed by external invasions that exploit this
weakness. This was the case in the late Joseon Dynasty and the late Qing Empire.
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In Asia, Japan is a unique case that overcame such conflicts by pivoting toward modernization.

Deepening inequality inevitably amplifies social conflict and becomes the most significant driver for
the collapse of our community. Policies for the socially vulnerable are essential for maintaining the
stability and prosperity of the system and community we have built.

History always tells us, whenever a dynasty or nation falls, that without living together, prosperity will
eventually crumble—yet we tend to fail to understand and repeat the same process every time.

| have devoted a significant portion of my legislative activities in the National Assembly to policies and
legislation for the socially vulnerable. This stems from my roots as the son of a poor farmer,

and because | believed that maintaining the sustainability of our community was of utmost
importance.

In a cold era where people didn't blink an eye even when taxi drivers protested at the risk of their
lives, my efforts—uncovering the illegality of Kakao Carpool and Tada, searching for blind spots for
abused children and victims of sexual violence, and proposing a bill to exclude child support from
income for single-parent families—were all in the same context.

There are a few memorable legislative activities. The first was working to ensure that the
Broadcasting and Communication Development Fund (BCDF) was used to reduce the burden of
communication costs for the socially vulnerable. These days, | often see cases where access to
information is directly linked to survival.

This is because the structure of national welfare policies is such that information is distributed and
welfare is provided through smartphones. | proposed an amendment to the "Framework Act on
Broadcasting and Communications Development" to

expand support for household communication costs for the socially vulnerable. The targets included
recipients of basic livelihood security, the disabled, and single-parent families. However, this effort
ended only as a meaningful attempt. The related law was not passed by the National Assembly.

Proposing an amendment to the "National Basic Livelihood Security Act" to provide realistic child
support for low-income and single-parent families is also memorable.

Under current law, the income of a basic livelihood recipient is evaluated by summing up earned
income, business income, property income, and transfer income—and "child support" is included in

the transfer income category.

This led to unreasonable cases where basic livelihood recipients would lose their eligibility for
benefits upon receiving child support, causing them to give up on receiving child support instead.
Laws made mechanically without consideration can sometimes be harsh, and this was exactly one of
those cases.
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Single-parent families were in a similar situation. "Child care allowance" is paid to single-parent
families with an income below 52% of the median income, but this is also based on the recognized
income of each household.

Even when they tried to apply for government support, the inclusion of child support in their income
made it difficult to meet the actual median income criteria. Accordingly, | proposed an amendment to
exclude child support from income. This legislation also remains incomplete.

Although it was proposed, it failed to cross the threshold of the National Assembly and was discarded
upon the expiration of the term. Every time | propose a bill, | imagine the eyes of the many people
who would benefit from it, and | always feel apologetic that | cannot embrace all their dreams.

Filling the Gaps

The Republic of Korea grants voting rights to citizens aged 18 and older. Prior to 2019, it was 19, and
before 2005, it was 20. It is no exaggeration to call the history of democracy a struggle for suffrage;
the expansion of voting rights to more people has been seen as a barometer of democracy.

Regarding women's suffrage, we guaranteed it from the first Constitution, but even Switzerland,
considered a developed nation, only recognized women's right to vote in the 1970s.

The only citizens excluded from this act of voting and political participation are adolescents and
children under the age of 18. As a former member of the National Assembly,

it is a shameful confession, but policies for those without voting rights tend to be pushed down in
priority among people in Yeouido (the political hub). Though they are called child and youth policies,
the perspectives of parents raising them are often more involved.

This was also the awareness of the problem [ felt while handling child abuse cases during my time as
a prosecutor. When a child abuse incident occurs, the media makes a fuss and the public is outraged,
but this rarely leads to legislation until a major social tragedy related to child abuse occurs.

During my term, | proposed amendments to the "Child Welfare Act" and the "Act on the Execution of
Sentences and the Treatment of Prisoners" for the protection of abused children and the minor
children of inmates.

Under current law, if a guardian or family member of an abused child refuses psychological treatment
for the child, there is no way to enforce it or impose sanctions. Children cannot go to a hospital or
counseling center on their own unless someone takes them. Consequently, they cannot receive the
social help needed

to overcome trauma. While handling related cases as a prosecutor, | saw the need to supplement this
law, and as soon as | became a member of the National Assembly, | looked into this issue.

It was slightly better than my days as a prosecutor; in the meantime, the law had been amended so
that courts could order consultations or treatment for victimized children to be entrusted to child
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protection agencies or counseling centers.

However, in 2018, the number of cases where psychological treatment was provided to victimized
children was only one person, totaling five sessions of education. | immediately proposed an
amendment to the "Child Welfare Act" to prevent guardians or institutions of victimized children from
refusing the support provided to them.

For reference, current laws state that "the interests of the victimized child must be prioritized in all
processes, including the decision on support and the provision of support,” but they do not guarantee
"the participation of victimized children who can express their opinions"—the final destination of those
interests.

My amendment specified "the participation of the victimized child."

| proposed and passed an amendment to the "Act on the Execution of Sentences and the Treatment
of Prisoners" for the protection of the minor children of inmates. During my time as a prosecutor, |
caught criminals and sent them to prison, but my heart ached when | saw their young children left
alone.

The parents committed crimes, but those children are innocent, aren't they? | looked into this issue
again after becoming a National Assembly member. Many minor children of inmates were still being
neglected.

Some young children who witnessed their parents' arrest were severely traumatized, yet they were in
a situation where it was difficult to receive appropriate measures.

Nationwide, about 140,000 people were held in correctional facilities, and their minor children
numbered 54,000. Accordingly, | proposed a bill requiring prison wardens to inform new inmates that
they can request protective measures for their minor children under the "Child Welfare Act" and to
support such measures upon the inmate's request.

Ultimately, this bill passed the plenary session of the National Assembly, and now the young children
of inmates

who were in a legal blind spot can also be protected. Meanwhile, only female inmates were allowed to
meet their minor children in places without "contact-blocking facilities" (partitions), while male inmates
were not. | felt this was unequal in terms of the responsibilities and rights of both genders regarding
child-rearing.

Therefore, | amended the law so that all inmates can meet their minor children in a warm place
without contact-blocking facilities. Since this law passed the plenary session of the National Assembly
in April 2019, many parents in correctional facilities can now look their children in the eye and touch
them with love.

I hope that the children of inmates can grow up healthily by feeling their parents' love up close, even if
only during visitations.
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In 2018, | came across a truly heartbreaking article in the media. A mother with an engineering
background was facing criminal punishment for personally purchasing medical devices from overseas
and modifying them to treat her child with childhood diabetes. Although the mother was fortunately
granted a suspension of indictment,

there were no remedies for such cases under current law, so there was a need to reform the legal
system to prevent such unfortunate situations from happening again.

Accordingly, | proposed an amendment to the "Medical Devices Act" to exempt the import permit,
certification, and notification of medical devices imported from overseas for individual treatment,
clinical trials, and R&D purposes.

This amendment includes provisions to exempt the import permit, certification, and notification
procedures for medical devices and their accessories imported solely for research and use—not for
sale or rental—provided there is no substitute medical device in Korea and safety has been
recognized overseas.

We should not impose the stigma of a criminal on people who inevitably have to purchase medical
devices from abroad for treatment because there is no domestic alternative, simply due to
deficiencies in our legal system. However, the amendment to the Medical Devices Act ultimately did
not pass.

The Ministry of Food and Drug Safety merely took the measure of registering the "Continuous
Glucose Monitor," which was the issue, as an import-exempt medical device, thereby avoiding
responsibility for that specific case only.

Science and technology advance, and new drugs and medical devices pour out. The need for laws
and systems to follow suit more quickly is only growing.
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Chapter 5. A Plan to Transform Dongdaemun
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A Plan to Transform Dongdaemun

Cheongnyangni Grand Bazaar

There are over 20 traditional markets in Dongdaemun. Around Cheongnyangni Station alone, eight
traditional markets are clustered, including Cheongnyangni General Market and Gyeongdong Market.

Until the Garak-dong Agricultural and Marine Products Market was established, Cheongnyangni was
the largest traditional market in Seoul, and the Yangnyeongsi (Herbal Medicine Market) across from it
is a rare place globally that specializes exclusively in traditional medicinal herbs. The momentum for
such a massive market area in Cheongnyangni began in 1964.

This was when the Gyeongchun Line and the Jungang Line opened, highlighting the Cheongnyangni
area as a transportation hub connecting the outskirts of Seoul. At that time, there were many
individual bundle dealers, and merchants from the eight

provinces flocked to Cheongnyangni. In the past, the Hongneungcheon Stream, originating in
Namyangju, flowed into Cheongnyangni. When the stream was culverted in the 1970s, the shops
clustered on both sides of the stream were integrated into one, providing another opportunity for the
market to grow even larger.

Even though big-box retailers, Coupang, and home shopping are the trends, the roles of Gyeongdong
Market, Cheongnyangni Market, and Yangnyeongsi do not diminish.

In particular, the agricultural and marine products—specifically the produce—maintain price ranges
that even the lowest supermarket prices cannot touch, and the variety of items in Cheongnyangni
Market is so much richer than in supermarkets that it is astonishing.

The Jemaa el-Fnaa market in Marrakesh, Morocco, is a unique place listed as a UNESCO World
Heritage site. It is also known as a setting for the movie Casablanca, and originally, this market was
said to be a square. It essentially has the character of a flea market and is well-developed in terms of
food.

Although the character is slightly different, there are markets reorganized like Jemaa el-Fnaa. A
representative example is the Naha First Public Mar-

ket in Okinawa. The Naha First Public Market, along with the Nouren Market, is famous for supplying
ingredients to citizens, to the extent that it is called the "Kitchen of Naha." Its structure, with alleyway
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connecting to alleyway, is also similar to the Cheongnyangni traditional markets. | compared these
foreign markets with our Cheongnyangni markets.

Modern traditional markets serve as tourist attractions in addition to their role as markets. The
difference is that in the past, traditional markets were places that sold ingredients. People would buy
ingredients and cook them at home.

As a tourist destination, a market must provide a complete experience of gourmet dining, shopping,
and leisure. Gwangjang Market is a successful case of this. While local residents might look for
common daily meals even when eating at the market, it is different for tourists.

They seek out specialty foods that can only be tasted there or the most famous restaurants in the
area. Or, even if it has little context with Cheongnyangni, they want to eat something wonderful.
Koreans might say, "What does this food have to do with Cheongnyangni!"

but for foreign tourists, Cheong-

nyangni's dishes are all novel. In other words, we must bring quality Korean restaurants into the
market. Secondly, we need to discover good restaurants within the market, weave stories around
them—storytelling—and match them with local symbolism.

Naha's First Public Market encompasses all kinds of dishes that can be tasted in Okinawa. Not just
sashimi that can be found anywhere in Japan, but also butter-grilled fish, Okinawa-style set meals,
and local snacks. There, tourists enjoy and consume the atmosphere of the market.

Naturally, cafes should be established on the outskirts of the market where people can rest their tired
legs.

Turkey's Grand Bazaar is the oldest indoor market in the world. It was once a market of international
renown, associated with the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire and the glory of the Ottoman
Empire. The unfortunate part of our history is that through colonization, division, and

war, places with such historical significance were all destroyed. Strictly speaking, if the Yuk-si (Six
Licensed Stores) of Jongno had survived, it would have been suitable to develop like the Grand
Bazaar in terms of historicity, but since even Pimatgol was demolished, that is a distant dream.

Looking at the scale alone, if the markets in the Cheongnyangni area were unified with a single
design, interior theme, and integrated payment system, they could function quite similarly to the
Grand Bazaar. This would involve combining the format of Istanbul's Grand Bazaar with that of
Naha's First Public Market.

This is the "Grand Cheongnyang Market Mall" concept. If this idea is realized, the Cheongnyangni
area will be transformed into the largest cluster of traditional markets in Korea. It can be developed
into a tourist attraction comparable to Beijing's Wangfujing Night Market, Shanghai's Nanjing East
Road, or Thailand's Chatuchak Market.
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This will then lead to the revival of Dongdaemun. To ensure that this vision dreamed of by District
Head Lee Pil-hyeong is realized, | intend to provide full support if | am re-elected as a member of the
National Assembly.

All Roads Lead to Cheongnyangni

Although the name of Dongdaemun-gu originated from "Dongdaemun," the actual Dongdaemun gate
is currently located in Changsin-dong, Jongno-gu. The practical center of Dongdaemun-gu is not
Dongdaemun, but Cheongnyangni Station and its surroundings. Cheongnyangni Station is a railway
hub connecting to northeastern Gyeonggi-do and Gangwon-do.

As the station was established and people gathered, numerous markets naturally emerged in the
Cheongnyangni area. One must pass through Cheongnyangni Station to go to Cheongpyeong,
Gapyeong, or Chuncheon. In the late 80s, as the "My Car" era took hold, the Cheongnyangni area
gradually lost its status as a transportation mecca.

At least in the 80s and 90s, Cheongnyangni was filled with university students going on MT
(Membership Training) to the suburbs of Gyeonggi-do or Gangwon-do. Every year at the start of the

semester, Cheongnyangni was full of college students carrying plenty of MT gear. If so, isn't the
secret to restoring a Dongdaemun-gu that people seek out exactly the reconstruction of the
transportation network?

Currently, Cheongnyangni Station connects Line 1, the Gyeongui-Jungang Line, the Gyeongchun
Line, the Bundang Line, and the KTX. First, we must increase the number of Bundang Line
operations, which currently run only 9 times a day—hardly more than a token service.

Due to the limited number of runs, countless citizens are frustrated, often having to take a detour on
the Gyeongui-Jungang Line to Wangsimni. Connecting the tracks with the Bundang Line means that
Cheongnyangni and the Dongdaemun-gu area, which had previously only expanded toward eastern
Seoul, will now expand toward southern Gyeonggi-do.

The SRT from Suseo is also scheduled to connect through Cheongnyangni to Uijeongbu. Once the
SRT is connected to Cheongnyangni, the hub of Seoul's rail transport will shift from a single-power
system centered on Seoul Station to a dual-power system of Seoul Station and Cheongnyangni.
Furthermore, GTX lines B and C are also scheduled to be

connected here. Line B, which starts in Songdo, Incheon and passes through Yeouido, Seoul Station,
and Cheongnyangni to end in Namyangju, and Section C, which connects Uijeongbu to Dongtan,
both pass through Cheongnyangni. It would be correct to say that Korea's three "miraculous" lines
pass through Cheongnyangni.

When the Myeonmok Line, a light rail connecting downtown areas in the Gangbuk region, is added,
Cheongnyangni will re-establish itself as the ultimate center of Seoul's transportation.
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In such an intersectional area, the core space where people can eat, drink, rest, and chat is precisely
the "Cheongnyangni version" of the Grand Bazaar plan. Being able to witness this scene and
contribute to it is an infinite honor as a politician. Dongdaemun-gu Forever!

An Era Where Yangnyeongsi's Traditional Culture Is a Sight to See

Shennong appears in Chinese mythology. He is said to have had a human body and a bull's head,
and is known as the father of agriculture. He tasted every herb, fruit, and mushroom himself to
determine whether they were safe for humans to eat or toxic, and taught people accordingly.

China established the foundations of agriculture based on this. One day, after eating a hundred
poisonous herbs and lying in pain, he found a fragrant leaf and chewed it, and all a hundred poisons
disappeared. This was the beginning of tea ().

While the worship of Shennong originated in China, it influenced the entire Sinosphere

broadly and he was revered as the god of farming. In Korea as well, rituals honoring Shennong have
been held since the Silla period. During the Goryeo Dynasty, the King himself performed rituals to
Shennong at Seonnongdan and personally plowed the fields. Shennong and Seonnong are
interchangeable notations.

Since Korea was traditionally an agricultural nation, it valued the rituals for Shennong more than
anyone else. The King's demonstration of farming was a sort of example set for the people.

Therefore, on the day of the Seonnongdan ritual, the King would personally plow the fields, and for
reference, the Queen had to demonstrate sericulture (silkworm farming), which was considered the
female equivalent of cultivation.

The Seonnongdan ceremonies, held until the end of the Korean Empire, ceased during the Japanese
colonial period because the dissolution of the Imperial House left no one to lead the ritual. At that
time, the Seonnongdan ritual was considered a communication between the King and Heaven, so no
one other than the King could perform it.

Fortunately, despite numerous historical hardships, the Seonnongdan altar survived. In 1979,
concerned elders of Jegi-dong began voluntarily performing rituals at Seonnongdan.

Now, Dongdaemun-gu conducts the ceremony, and it has become established as a cultural event
sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs and the Seoul Metropolitan
Government.

Today, we live in an era where every one of these history-rich events is a spectacle, and the
Seonnongjehyang (Seonnong Ritual) is establishing itself as a representative tourism product of
Dongdaemun-gu.

One of the participation programs of Seonnongjehyang includes traditional games, clothing
experiences, and the recreation of traditional Seolleongtang (ox bone soup). While the origin of
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Seolleongtang is somewhat debated, one of the most mainstream views is that it originated from the
custom of boiling and eating beef after the ritual at Seonnongdan.

What we can derive from this is a review of whether a Seolleongtang-specific project unique to
Dongdaemun-gu is possible. Dongdaemun-gu has an advantage in securing high-quality beef
through its connection with nearby Majang-dong, and it already possesses perfect storytelling, as
described earlier.

The Yangnyeongsi (Herbal Medicine Market) can also be linked with Seonnongdan. As mentioned,
Shennong discovered tea after suffering from tasting a hundred poisons in a single day. Although tea
is consumed as a beverage for pleasure today, it was initially consumed as a medicinal plant.

It was actually prescribed as medicine, a phenomenon common to both the East and the West. While
coffee culture dominates in Korea due to American influence, the preference for black tea among the
youth has been steadily increasing recently. Tea could be the medium that connects Seonnongdan
and Yangnyeongsi.

Currently, there is no comfortable space in Korea for tea lovers or a place where one can enjoy all
kinds of tea. In that sense, building a Tea House Street could be a keyword that encompasses the
Grand Bazaar, Seonnongdan, and Yangnyeongsi.

Since there isn't enough variety in Korean teas alone to form a street, our concept is the Grand
Bazaar where East meets West. If we can create a space where flavored European teas, Indian milk
tea, China's eight famous teas, Korea's savory Jakseol tea, and Japanese Matcha all harmonize, it
would provide a great counterpart to Cheong-

nyangni's pioneering Starbucks Gyeongdong 1960. You say cultural heritage doesn't make money?
That's a thing of the past. Dongdaemun-gu is the optimal place to create something by weaving
stories together. We are in that kind of era now.

« Previous Chapter

See every chapter

Next Chapter —

Attorney - Former Member of the National Assembly - Al Policy Researcher
kimkj.com

© 2026 Kim Kyung-jin. All rights reserved.

53



Chapter 6. Worrying About Korea's Future
« Previous Chapter

See every chapter

Next Chapter —

| worry about South Korea's future.

South Korea at the demographic cliff. In 2023, South Korea seems poised to break its record for low
birth rates again. It is said that the total fertility rate might enter the 0.

6 range, rather than staying at 0. 7. Korea's ultra-low birth rate phenomenon is not something that
started yesterday.

This level of ultra-low fertility is a phenomenon never experienced since the dawn of humanity. At one
time, we ridiculed Japan's low birth rate and thought about Japan's disappearance, but currently,
Japan's population is 125 million, and the total fertility rate has been stable at around 1. 3 for several
years.

Japan's birth rate is nearly double ours. It seems we were preoccupied with watching the fire at a
neighbor's house while being unaware that our own house was burning.

David Coleman, a demographer and professor at Oxford University, predicted that if South Korea's
low birth rate continues like this, it might become the first country to disappear from the face of the
Earth. This prediction was made a full 17 years ago.

Professor Coleman cited labor flexibility and stability, work-life balance, and the suppression of
private education as prerequisites for solving the low birth rate problem.

The South Korean government was slow to judge. Despite signs of a low birth rate appearing since
1984, it was only in 1996 that the birth control policy was withdrawn. However, they failed to think of
measures to stop the inertia of the long-term low birth rate trend or to refresh the social atmosphere.

In the meantime, we missed the golden hour. Today is the result.

The future of our society resulting from low birth rates is bleakness itself. Ordinary wars or natural
disasters cannot even compare. A war or a natural disaster shows natural resilience as soon as it
ends. In fact, this resilience has been one of the fundamental factors sustaining human society.
However, population extinction

has been steadily declining for 40 years since recording a total fertility rate of 1. 74 in 1984, and it is
still continuing, causing the loss of the fundamental power known as resilience. It is no wonder that
former Minister of Planning and Budget Jang Byung-wan even said, 'Low birth rates are scarier than
nuclear bombs.
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" An aging society is defined as one where the proportion of elderly people aged 65 or older is over
7%, an aged society when it is over 14%, and a super-aged society when it is over 20%. In fact, aging
is a problem many countries face. The important thing is that the aging experienced by most
developed countries is a gradual trend.

In other words, society is given a significant amount of time to absorb the impact of aging. Europe
also talked about aging, but it took 50 to 100 years to reach a super-aged society, and thanks to that,
they were able to respond to some extent. It means they were given time to establish
countermeasures.

Japan, which was once said to be failing, took 36 years to enter a super-aged society. Since entering
an aging society in 2000, Korea

has entered a super-aged society just 26 years later. Why on earth is everything so fast in Koreal!

Let's predict the future 50 years from now based on the announcement from Statistics Korea. In
2020, South Korea's working-age population (ages 15—-64) was about 37 million. In 17 years, by
2040, the working-age population will decrease to 28.

53 million, ten million fewer than now, and in 30 years, by 2070, it will decrease to 17. 3 million. Of
course, at that time, the total population will also become 31 million, returning to the level of 1969.

Naturally, the working population will decrease, and the elderly population to be supported will
increase. In 2020, 100 people of working age supported 22 elderly people, but by 2050, that number
will be 80. In other words, an era is coming where 100 people work and must support 80 people with
the taxes they pay.

Adding child support to this, an era is coming where one person produces and supports one person.
Is this even possible?

In fact, the number of people one working person has to support might be even higher. Korea is the
country with the longest life expectancy in the world. Currently, the life expectancy in Korea is 83, but
it will soon increase to 90.

Medical costs will skyrocket. For everyone, half of the medical expenses they will spend in their
lifetime occur after the age of 70. This population will grow from 3.

5 million in 2020 to 12 million in 2050.
What about pensions? What about health insurance? Will they all be sustainable?

Especially when there is no tax revenue. All costs for welfare come from taxes. Looking at data
predicted by the National Assembly Budget Office, under the assumption of maintaining the current
national debt ratio, the tax burden per person of working age in 2020 was about 10 million won, but
by 2040, it will reach 30 million won.
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One must bear three times the burden in just 20 years. This is the most optimistic projection,
assuming a steady 2% economic growth rate in the future.

Local extinction goes without saying. In 2017, already 229

municipalities (cities, counties, and districts), 83 were classified as areas at risk of extinction. By
2047, the entire country will be an area at risk of extinction. 68% will be high-risk areas for extinction.

This is not just a story about the provinces; by 2047, Jongno, Seongdong, Jungnang, Eunpyeong,
Seocho, Gangseo, Songpa, and Dongdaemun in Seoul will enter the extinction risk stage, and by
2067, 15 districts in Seoul alone will enter the high-risk stage for extinction. The phrase 'national
extinction' is no longer an exaggeration.

It is an existing and clearly visible danger. Now, what should we do?
The Crisis of Local Universities Arrives in the Order the Cherry Blossoms Bloom

There has been a saying for 20 years that 'local universities go bankrupt in the order the cherry
blossoms bloom. ' The bleak prospect that 80% of local universities will close in about 30 years has
become a clear reality.

As of 2020, the number of university entrants nationwide decreased by about 10% compared to 10
years ago, but in the metropolitan area such as Seoul and Incheon, it slightly increased by about 1%.

However, the number of students at universities located in South Gyeongsang Province decreased
by 17%, South Jeolla Province by 16%, North Gyeongsang Province by 15%, and South
Chungcheong and North Jeolla Provinces by an average of 14%. The situation in 2023, after passing
through the COVID-19 pandemic, is even more seri-

ous. The number of high school seniors has fallen below 400,000 to 398,721. Since there were
430,000 high school seniors in 2022, more than 30,000 have disappeared in one year.

For the 2024 academic year, the total number of university admissions is 510,884, including 344,296
for four-year general universities. This leaves 112,613 more seats than there are current high school
seniors.

According to the admissions industry, even including students retaking the exam, the number of
CSAT applicants will be 40,000 short compared to the university admission quota.

| have several acquaintances who are professors at local universities. To recruit students, they visit
high schools and ask high school seniors, their homeroom teachers, and teachers in charge of
admissions-related work for help. If necessary, they prepare gift certificates and presents when
visiting.

It is already an old story that some high schools put up signs saying 'University Professors Prohibited'
because professors visited the faculty room so often that it became annoying. However, recently,



when professors go to high schools, they are welcomed with eyes of shared sympathy. Why has the
situation reversed?

Because now the situation of local high schools has become similar to that of universi-

ties. High school teachers also have to run around middle schools to recruit students. The sense of
crisis that high schools might also disappear someday is amplifying.

There is a school called Changpyeong Middle School in Damyang, South Jeolla Province. About 10
years ago, | went there to give a special lecture at the request of an acquaintance. There were 21
students in the whole school, but there were 24 staff members.

There were already more staff members than students. Do you think low birth rates are only a
problem for the provinces? No.

In February 2023, Hwayang Elementary School, located near Konkuk University Station, famous for
its high foot traffic, closed down. In the middle of Seoul, there were only 84 students in the whole
school. Hwayang Elementary is not the first school in Seoul to close due to a lack of students.

Yeomgang Elementary and Gongjin Middle schools already closed in 2020.

Local universities have been surviving on government subsidies for a long time. This sometimes
leads to corruption and crime. There are cases where people who were not workers were admitted by
forging documents by exploiting the industrial site admission program, leading to sanctions. There are
even cases of creating ghost stu-

dents. Only by creating such a minimal appearance can they receive support from the government
and ensure the survival of the university.

As more local universities close, the economies of local cities that survive on student consumption
are bound to become impoverished. The consolidation of military units due to the decrease in military
resources and the closure of universities are also factors that accelerate local extinction.

When a university closes, professors and staff also become unemployed. Talented people who
studied for a long time after receiving doctoral degrees abroad become unemployed in South Korea.
Secondly, the economy around the university, including commercial areas and boarding houses,
becomes a wasteland.

Since 2000, 19 universities and junior colleges have closed, all of which were local private
universities.

In the education sector, there are voices calling for the state to solve the problem of local university
closures by expanding mergers and acquisitions and consolidations of school corporations. Gyeongju
University and Sorabol College, and Chungnam National University and Hanbat National University
have either merged or integration discussions are current-
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ly underway.

Cases like the integration of Gyeongsang National University and Gyeongnam National University of
Science and Technology, Chonnam National University and Yeosu National University, Kangwon
National University and Samcheok University, and Kyungpook National University and Sangju
University are analyzed to have produced positive synergistic effects.

In developed countries such as the US and the UK, they support restructuring and revitalization by
giving founders room for financial retreat and allowing resources to be recycled as social assets.

Before all those discussions, is it natural for local universities to close just because the number of
students is decreasing? Should state policy only move in the direction of maintaining closures and
consolidations? Absolutely not.

| believe that the imagination of South Korean political leaders and the collective intelligence of the
state are important in this regard. South Korea's talents are world-class, and the majority of staff at
local universities are recognized for their skills. They are, quite literally, the roots of basic research for
South Korea's development.

We must prevent the closure of local universities. We must find ways to utilize these human and
material resources.

Why has Korean society come to avoid childbirth? A general theory is the rational choice theory by
Gary Becker, a Nobel laureate in economics. According to this argument, as parents' income
increases, the desire to have children with superior qualities grows proportionally.

Therefore, because the problem of 'many children = rising total rearing costs' arises, it explains that
parents have come to focus their investment on raising the quality of a small number of children.

However, there are many problems with applying this theory as is; in Korea's case, places like Sejong
City, where the income of both parents is stable, have relatively higher birth rates.

Women's economic power also affects the birth rate. According to a paper published by KDI, if
women's wages rise by 10%, the probability of having a child decreases by 2. 5%, and the probability
of having a second child decreases by 2.

7%. On the other hand, if the male spouse's wages rise by 10%, the probability of having a second
child is said to increase by up to 3. 2%.

However, the most important cause is the rapid increase in unmarried people. South Korea's low birth
rate seems to be largely caused by this surge in unmarried individuals. As of 2020, 50.

8% of men in their 30s and 33. 6% of women are unmarried. This means that compared to 1990,
when 9.
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5% of men and 4. 1% of women in their 30s were unmarried, the numbers have increased almost five
to eight times. It is analyzed that due to the desperation of the economic environment, such as job
shortages and housing shortages, even the opportunity to meet the opposite sex has disappeared,
and even if people do date, they do not reach marriage.

In the current situation where married couples only have one or two children, a decrease in the
number of marriages means a decrease in births. The rise in marriage age affects couples' choices
regarding childbirth. Men will only try to have children while they are in their econom-

ically active years and think they can raise children. In the case of women, as the age of marriage
rises, the age of the first birth also rises, making it difficult to conceive. A high age at first birth can
cause difficulties for women in having additional children.

These biological factors in women eventually act as factors that deepen the low birth rate
phenomenon. As such, marriage is deeply related to childbirth, and it can be thought that the recent
decrease in the number of marriages and the rise in the age of first marriage are important factors
accelerating the low birth rate.

Looking at 2018 data from the Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs, we can glimpse the
difference in perception between men and women regarding marriage. While unmarried men aged 22
to 44 considered the spouse's educational background, occupation, and income in that order, women
prioritized the spouse's occupation and income.

Let's look at the university entrance rate in 2021. It was 76. 8% for men and 81.

6% for women. There is no longer a gap between men and women in the rate of admission to
prestigious universities. In particular, women are showing strength in employment exams, and among
those passing the Grade 9 civil service ex-

am, they make up 60% of those passing. The problem is that women whose socioeconomic status
has risen in this way look for men with similar or higher status, but the number of men who meet
these criteria is decreasing. A mismatch is bound to occur more and more frequently.

Furthermore, we must also pay attention to the fact that the traditional family system is rapidly
collapsing. The need to complete a household economy through collaboration has disappeared, and
a situation has been created where capable young people can live alone economically as long as
they overcome psychological loneliness.

In other words, instead of choosing marriage, there is a phenomenon of preferring 'loose
relationships' and preferring cohabitation without legal burdens without having children. This trend is
the cause of the rapid increase in single-person households, which eventually leads to a decline in
birth rates and the collapse of South Korean society.

The Fall of Rome Began with Population Decline
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Population decline can even destroy empires. The Greek city-state of Sparta was a strictly pure-blood
nation. As the birth rate fell, the number of soldiers consisting only of Spartan citizens decreased, and
after losing the subsequent war with Thebes, it naturally disappeared from history.

On the other hand, Rome did not distinguish by bloodline. It did not obsess over kinship and treated
even those from provinces as equal Roman citizens as long as they had citizenship. There were even
several emperors from the provinces.

Based on this inclusion, Rome created a sufficient population base necessary for prosperity. During
its peak, Rome built a great empire stretching from Africa to Europe to the Middle East, centered on
the Mediterra-

nean, and the Eastern Roman Empire built in Constantinople lasted for more than a thousand years
even after the fall of the Western Roman Empire.

Rome is one of the first countries to conduct a census. The birth of Jesus in the Bible also begins with
everyone being sent to their hometowns for a census. Population statistics from that time remain
through papyrus, and the population of the Roman Empire between the 1st and 2nd centuries is
estimated to be about 59 to 79 million.

Unlike today, infant mortality was high at that time, so many children were essential to maintain the
population. Considering the infant mortality rate, a birth rate of 4. 5 to 6.

5 children was needed to maintain the population. Therefore, during the Roman Empire's prosperity,
it is said that households with as many as ten children were common. During the reign of Emperor
Claudius, the golden age, the population of Rome is known to have reached 80 million to over 120
million at its peak.

The power of the Roman Empire was rooted in its population.

Emperor Augustus, realizing that population was the minimum necessary condition for the empire's
prosperity, legalized policies to encourage childbirth. He imposed a bachelor tax on those who did not
marry. If men aged 20—-60 and women aged 20-50 did not marry, they were charged a separate tax
called the bachelor tax.

He even made a law that if someone remained single past 50, they were completely deprived of the
right to inherit or be bequeathed property. When selecting public officials, if abilities were similar,
priority was given to those from large families for selection and promotion.

However, by the time Western Rome fell, the population had decreased to about 50 million. The
cause was the widespread tendency to avoid childbirth among the citizens of mainland Rome. A
comfortable and happy life, symbolized by baths and wine, did not stimulate the desire for childbirth.

The Rome of that time, like South Korea today, was not free from the structure of economic growth
leading to low birth rates. As it reached its end, the core personnel to maintain the Roman Empire's
system could not be properly supplied. As the population capable of fighting and work-
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ing decreased, the pillars of the national economy began to shake.

During the peak of the empire, territories expanded through wars of conquest, and as slaves were
supplied through conquered lands, the number of people who could work increased, leading to
economic growth and a virtuous cycle of strengthened welfare.

However, as the birth rate fell, the number and power of the Roman army consisting of Roman
citizens weakened, and eventually, the empire's expansion stopped and the supply of slaves also
ceased. With this, everything changed.

Not only did the expansion of the empire stop, but the situation also changed to where it was difficult
to maintain the status quo of existing Roman territory. The cycle of viciousness led to an economic
burden. Signs of financial deterioration were clear in various fields.

Decrease in birth rate — decrease in citizens — decrease in soldiers — inability to supplement slaves
due to the impossibility of war — increased burden of maintaining the empire — difficulty in handling
welfare — the fall of Rome. It followed the path of a vicious cycle in this order.

In conclusion, the population decline led to the fall of the empire. While ten children were born in one
household during the peak, in the period of decline, the marriage rate among young people did not
exceed half, and births were half of those who married, and even if they did have children, most only

had one.
Where else can we find the fundamental cause of Rome's fall?

Although the US is in a relatively comfortable situation with a total fertility rate exceeding two, it is
granting citizenship as much as possible to the countless young people flocking to the US from all
over the world to realize the American Dream. Germany also has a total fertility rate of less than two.

However, they supplement this with open immigration and refugee acceptance policies. Both
countries are replenishing their young and capable working-age populations every year by recruiting
from abroad.

The fall of Rome 1,500 years ago is what South Korea will look like 30 years from now. Even now, we

must create a virtuous cycle of policies such as the Hungarian-style

birth-encouragement policy and the nationality opening policy through the transfusion of foreign youth
like the US and Germany, or South Korea might just twinkle for a short time in the dawn sky of history

and then disappear.
The Nationality Act Amendment and the Lamp of the East

In 2021, | proposed an amendment to the Nationality Act. There was as much opposition as there
was support. Realistic necessity clashed with anti-foreigner sentiment.
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Although it was evaluated as a meaningful attempt in the midst of the population extinction crisis, it
did not cross the threshold. Why did | propose the Nationality Act amendment knowing | would stand
at the center of a storm? | would like to talk about that in this chapter.

As of 2022, the number of foreigners staying in Korea reached 2. 24 million. Of these, 1.

7 million are long-term residents, and 200,000 are international students. Lastly, there are 180,000
foreigners with perma-

nent residency (F-5). When foreigners with permanent residency give birth to children in Korea, their
hometown is Korea. They communicate in Korean and live on this land.

Their appearance may be a bit different, but they are no different from any other children in our era
who go to school like any other child or teenager in Korea and share the same thoughts.

However, unless the father or mother acquires Korean citizenship, they cannot acquire Korean
citizenship until they reach adulthood and receive naturalization permission individually.

Therefore, | proposed the amendment with the intention of making it easier for children born in Korea
to acquire citizenship in cases where the parents have Korean permanent residency.

As mentioned earlier, it was also significant in terms of incorporating them into Korean society to
preemptively respond to changes in the population structure due to the low birth rate and aging
society.

In 2019, | also proposed an amendment that established a simplified naturalization regulation for
talented individuals of foreign nationality. | included talented individuals of foreign nationality who had
received degrees from Korean universities in the list of those eligible for naturalization.

Whether we want it or not, South Korea is already a developed country. To put it in terms of the past,
it means we are at the beginning of imperialism. In this day and age, we do not physically invade
other countries' territories or unilaterally exploit profits.

That was the lesson learned by humanity after going through two major wars. However, it is a
different story when it comes to economy and culture. After all, a developed country is a country that
influences other countries economically and culturally.

Empires, or developed countries in today's terms, are basically open. With confidence in
overwhelming military, economic, and cultural power, they open their doors wide and absorb foreign
ideas like a sponge to make them their own. In the process of making even other cultures their own, a
nation grows, develops, and becomes great

There is no need to look as far as Rome or the US. It was the same during the Tang Dynasty, which
enjoyed the greatest prosperity in Chinese history. We know through history how weak the Song and
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Ming Dynasties, which consisted only of the Han people, were.

Currently, universities south of the Chungcheong region are already in decline, with the only
difference being whether they will collapse today or tomorrow. When a university fails, the ecosystem
around it collapses. Restaurants, studios, and supermarkets fall together.

Additionally, staff and faculty also become unemployed. Ultimately, we must prevent the collapse of
local universities even if it means actively attracting foreign students, and we must create conditions
where these foreign talents raised in Korea can settle and work in Korea.

Going a step further, we should provide free education to students from underdeveloped countries.
Those who have studied and obtained degrees in Korea probably won't want to go back to their home
countries where wages are low. Korea has high wages, and its overall environment, including
welfare, is much better than in their home countries.

If we provide them with free university education, based on 100,000 people per year, it would cost 30
million won per person—about 3 trillion won annually. We are already spending 300 to 400 billion won
annually on the education sector alone within our overseas ODA projects.

Secondly, if they obtain degrees in Korea, we should allow them to reside permanently. Only then can
they immerse themselves in Korean life without the anxiety of their status and without the fear of
annual visa renewals. They will consume, work, have children, and eventually, the country's finances

will run on their taxes.
This is by no means a losing investment.

There is also no need to worry about those who will eventually return to their home countries. People
who spent their degree programs in Korea and worked here will have no choice but to engage in
businesses that utilize their networks with Korea when they go back to their home countries.

In other words, they will become wholesalers, retailers, or buyers who sell Korean goods in their
respective countries. The development process of every country is similar. They are bound to walk
the same path we did.

Moving from riding a bicycle to a motorcycle, then a small car, and then increasing the engine
displacement—that was our life and, furthermore, it is their future. When those who lived a Korean life
in Korea go to their home countries, they will lead that society with an advanced perspective gained

from

Korea, and for that to happen, contact with Korea is essential. In fact, many locals selling Korean
goods abroad have experience staying in Korea. Humans are animals that have no choice but to live
by utilizing their experiences.

We will come to have a massive group of pro-Korean individuals who have no choice but to utilize
their living experiences in Korea and our networks.
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| named this 'Project Lamp of the East.' Whether the Lamp of the East project will become a reality
depends on my will and the imagination of the South Korean people.

Let's Pay Attention to Indians

Amid the global trend of moving away from China, the country receiving the most attention as 'China
Plus One' is India. Because its land is vast and its population is large, it is emerging as the only
region that can replace China as both a market and a factory. Furthermore, Indian talent has been
proven.

Today, it is impossible to imagine Silicon Valley running without Indian personnel. Including Sundar
Pichai of Google, the CEOs of IT companies like MS and IBM, and even the CEO of the fashion
company Chanel are of Indian descent.

Since the Prime Minister of the UK and the Vice President of the US are of Indian descent, no one
doubts the abilities of Indians even in international politics.

Here, we must consider why Indians, compared to Chinese or other Asians, have been recognized in
various countries and were able to settle into high society.

Many point to the freedom of language, being able to communicate in English, but the English | heard
in India, which | visited during my time as a lawmaker, felt like a local Indian regional language that |
couldn't understand at all.

Of course, the pronunciation and grammar are different, but since English is one of the official
languages, it cannot be denied that they adapt faster in the English-speaking world compared to us,
who only learn English in school.

One of the key conditions for entering high society in any country is whether one can be loyal to that
community. To put it simply, whether one will betray it.

Since there are many cases where people who were taught skills and made into influential figures
return to their home countries saying their homeland is calling, before investing in a foreigner, one
must first see if they are a person who will take root in this land.

In this regard, Indians are quite excellent, as there have been no cases of Indians causing spy
incidents in their settlement countries. This is

the biggest difference from East Asians such as Koreans or Chinese, who often appear in the news
for getting caught leaking secrets for their motherland even while holding American citizenship.

While Koreans and Chinese have a structure where identity is granted through the national
community, in India, this sentiment is relatively weak. While the meaning of the national community
passed down since ancient times is significant in Korea and China, to Indians, the word 'India’ is a
concept closer to a place name.
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Originally, the word 'India' was a collective term used by people in what is now Iran—ancient
Persia—to refer to people living on the other side of the Indus River. In other words, it started as a
geographical concept from the beginning. Furthermore, unlike East Asian countries like Korea and
China, India has a short history of forming a unified state.

Basically, each region in India was independent and divided. It is even said that the current Republic
of India is the first centralized state created by India. As a result, they seem divisive and lacking in
patriotism

to East Asian people, for whom patriotism is a primary value. Earlier this year, an Indian media outlet
conducted a survey asking Indian international students if they would return to India after graduation.
The results were surprising.

Almost no Indians said they would return to India. When asked why, the students answered that it
was because of India's poor environment, a social structure unfavorable to women and children, and
weak medical welfare. In other words, Indians are willing to migrate anywhere as long as they are
treated well.

Korea is at a disadvantage linguistically compared to Western countries. However, it has excellent
security and a medical insurance system that cannot be compared to the West. This means we can
perfectly fill most of the needs of Indians who want to go abroad to live.

World-class geniuses who are unlikely to betray us were not far away. In fact, if you look at the
current statistics of foreigners living in Korea, there are almost no blue-collar Indians. They are all
professionals.

This means they are a group completely different from the image of foreign laborers that we typically
think of.

Japan was the first to eye such Indian personnel. Edogawa Ward in Tokyo is an area where as many
as 4,000 Indians reside, representing 10% of all Indians living in Japan. For reference, 25% of the
population of Edogawa Ward is also Indian!

Indian personnel began flocking to Japan in 1999. Although it's something to laugh about now, people
back then believed that entering the year 2000 would cause the Y2K problem where computers
would malfunction, leading to great chaos.

Whether it was just to reassure the public or if the Japanese government actually felt threatened by
Y2K, then-Japanese Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa visited India and significantly eased visa
issuance for Indian IT personnel, leading to a rush of Indian IT talent to Tokyo.

For reference, in the 1990s, before the Indian rush, there were only 58 Indians in Edogawa Ward.

Edogawa Ward is a transportation hub that can be accessed without transfers to Nihonbashi, where
the Japan Exchange Group is located, and Otemachi, where financial institution headquarters are
concentrated. At the
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time, it was developed as an emerging bed town, so real estate rents were said to be quite cheap
compared to downtown Tokyo.

Indian professionals were said to have perceived Japan as a place to pass through for their careers.
So, the method devised was to create an environment where the entire Indian family could migrate,
and as a result, an international school called the 'Global Indian International School' was created.

In other words, they first created the conditions for Indian engineers to raise their children. Moreover,
they introduced India's unique gifted education system as it was. It was effective.

Being able to raise children in a much better social environment is a huge merit. Currently, there are
two schools for Indian children in Edogawa Ward. That means the influx has increased even more in
the meantime.

Above all, with the enthusiasm of Japanese parents who want to raise their children as true global
citizens, 40% of the international school students are currently Japanese and the rest are Indi-

ans. Japan has already reached this point without us knowing. Now! What can we learn here?
Immerse, a Population Decline Countermeasure of a Different Dimension

How long can a human focus on a single thought or a single sense? If you measure it, you will find it
is not as long as you think. Suppose we sit by a stream and try to continuously listen to the sound of
flowing water.

With a stopwatch in hand, you start listening to the sound of the stream and press the stopwatch, and
then, at the moment you realize you are not listening to the sound of the stream but are having other
thoughts, you press the stop button. The concentration duration, the time you can focus on a single
sense or thought, is roughly measured.

How long would that time be? You will know if you actually try it, but if it exceeds 3 minutes or 5
minutes, it is truly ex-

cellent concentration. This means that although we sit at our desks to study, the time we truly focus
on studying during a one-hour class is less than 20 minutes, and we waste much of the time in
between on stray thoughts. That is why some recommend a study method of writing by hand and
reading aloud.

The same goes for working. That is why in Zen Buddhism in the past, it was said, 'Eating when eating
and working when working is the best practice. ' From the perspective of a human life, a person lives
and works for about 50 years, and it is said that 1/3 of that is sleep, 1/3 is rest, and 1/3 is working
time.

However, even during that working time, if we apply the ratio of concentration, the 'pure' time a
human truly works (or learns) is not that long. Then, if we really focus and immerse ourselves in work
during working hours and really immerse ourselves in studying when we need to study, wouldn't the



efficiency of our lives become much higher and purer?

Population decline cannot be stopped. Ultimately, we need to reform the education and culture
system so that existing resources can produce high added value. Perhaps this is the only constant.

In an era of rapid population decline, if this 'time concentration' method of immersion becomes
generalized in our lives along with the influx of capable foreigners, wouldn't South Korea be able to
create much higher value-added technologies and products?

A direction | am focusing on these days is the area of 'Immersion’ written by Professor Hwang
Nong-mun of Seoul National University. It's about increasing productivity in all fields through the
'immersion' technique that improves time-use efficiency. In fact, South Koreans are the protagonists
of compressed growth.

Looking at what South Korea has achieved from its founding until now, it seems hard to deny the
word 'great. ' The core of immersion claimed by Professor Hwang Nong-mun is to practice the skill of
thinking deeply and continuously about a single problem. Being able to focus on a thought has a
tremendous effect in terms of productivi-

ty. The answer has been given to us, but practicing it seems to be the task given, which is quite
difficult for modern people.
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Human beings are dignified. This is stated in the Preamble to the Constitution and is also a teaching
of all religions in this world. It is often expressed as "One person is one universe."

However, the specific form and content of dignity are determined by the era and the nation. Your
starting point in life will vary greatly depending on whether you were born in Norway, the United
States, North Korea, China, or Libya. The historical timeframe in which an individual lived is also very
important.

This is because science and technology have generally developed in chronological order. For an
average young person in the Republic of Korea in 2023, a backpacking trip to Europe, which takes
about 12 hours by plane, would have been impossible for King Sejong the Great of the Joseon
Dynasty, no matter how much of a king he wa

s, it was impossible. King Sejong probably didn't even have a concept of Europe. Even those fast
Mongol cavalrymen took over 100 days to ride from Karakorum to Hungary.

Although science and technology have developed tirelessly throughout history, most of the basic
technologies of modern civilization began after the 1800s, especially information and computer
technology after the 1970s. The average age of death in the Republic of Korea is now approaching
90. Just 50 years ago, in the 1970s, the average life expectancy was 58.

6 years for men and 65. 6 years for women. Due to the development of medical and health science
and technology, the average life expectancy has increased by 30 years in just 40 years.

By pre-modern standards, it's like living another life. Whether a human life can be concretely dignified
depends on the level of science and technology of the era in which they lived and the utility of the
political and economic system of the country to which they belong.

What politics must do first is to strive for the development of science and technology, which is an
essential factor in upgrading the quality of life for humanity as a whole.

The foundation of national defense also stems from science and technology. A confrontation between
a matchlock gun that takes 10 seconds to load and fire a single shot and a six-shot rifle is a battle
where the victory or defeat of the war is already decided in itself. The issue of mobility rights for
people with disabilities is the same.

It is a problem that will be solved naturally if assistive devices such as precision robot joints are
supplied at affordable prices through technological development, so that the term 'mobility disability’'
becomes meaningless.
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In the past, people had to move here and there to find a good teacher, following the example of
Mencius' mother moving three times, but now YouTube serves as a traveling teacher for all citizens of
the Republic of Korea, allowing them to take whatever classes they want to their heart's content.

If you need to study more actively, you can go out into the sea of the internet. The internet has
already become a huge library in itself. | believe that science and technology are the most important
areas for the specific content of human dignity and the permanence of the community to which we
belong.

During my time as a member of the 20th National Assembly, | worked for four years on the Science
and Technology Committee to create a system where scientists and technicians can freely research
and develop technology. By inducing the removal of the Korea-U. S.

Missile Guidelines, | also helped build the foundation for the development of the Republic of Kor

ea's defense industry. However, | also make it clear that | will strike a severe blow as a tribune for the
protection of the common people against groups that are not innovative technologies like 'Tada,' but
are hell-bent on making money by destroying the already well-established existing social safety nets.

Currently, the Republic of Korea boasts the world's highest standards in various fields.

Despite ups and downs such as a public healthcare system that even the United States cannot
match, safe public order, information and communication technology, and the impeachment of the
president, no civil war broke out and it was resolved within the framework of constitutional justice.

The Republic of Korea has achieved such civilizational accomplishments based on the world's
highest passion for education. But can we continue this high level of achievement?

Population organizations and scholars around the world say that the Republic of Korea is the country
that will disappear the fastest due to the problem of low birth rates and population decline. The most
important problem facing the Republic of Korea is the rapid population decline. The low birth rate and
aging population are too fast and severe.

The Republic of Kor

ea's birth rate, which was 1 million children born per year at its peak, has now dropped to 260,000 per
year. On the other hand, the average life expectancy, which was 61, is now nearing 90. Young
research personnel who should be dedicated to developing new products and technologies in
research institutes are not entering at some point.

In the military, the number of resources for active-duty enlistment is steadily decreasing by 20,000
every year. Two army divisions must be reduced every year. While the number of elderly people who
need support is increasing exponentially, the economically active population that will pay taxes and
provide resources for support is rapidly decreasing.
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Furthermore, due to China's technology theft, the technology gap has narrowed, making exports to
China increasingly difficult. From the perspective of the Republic of Korea, it is a total structural crisis.
If this problem is not solved, there will be no sustainability for the Republic of Korea.

I would like to suggest two solutions to this problem. In a situation where the absolute population
being born is small, it is to raise all children into talents with the highest capabilities. In particular, the
'Immersion Learning Method' advocated by Professor Hwang Noh-moon of Seoul National University

is something we should pay attention to. | believe that if each and every citizen has high
problem-solving skills and creative thinking through the immersion learning method, the shortage in
absolute numbers can be filled. To do this, reform of education methods and reform of the entrance
examination system must be accompanied.

This reform must be achieved. The second is to bring in excellent young talents from overseas to the
Republic of Korea. The annual budget of the Republic of Korea is approximately 700 trillion won.

Let's spend about 3 trillion won of that to bring about 100,000 young people from developing
countries to the Republic of Korea and provide them with full scholarships and free education. After
the process is over, about 70% will return to their home countries, and the remaining 30% will stay in
the Republic of Korea in various forms.

The 70% who returned will play a pivotal role in their societies in 10-20 years and will try to find
opportunities for collaboration with Korea in that process. The 30% who remain will compensate to
some extent for the problems of the Republic of Korea's rapid low birth rate, and

also serve as a base for insufficient domestic demand. This is a method that has already been
implemented for a long time in developed countries such as the UK, Germany, and the US. We must
also implement this good method as soon as possible at a point when our current national power
allows it.

Through this process, we must transfer and spread the world's best civilizational system achieved by
the Republic of Korea to developing countries so that the achievements of the Republic of Korea can
be synchronized with the achievements of the entire global village.

In the process, we will also be able to find opportunities for the sustainability of the Republic of Korea
community itself.

Through politics, | want to perform the roles of the era: 1) the continuous development of science and
technology, 2) the resolution of the serious problem facing the Republic of Korea, the population

problem, and 3) the sharing of the great achievements of the Republic of Korea since liberation, such
as medical insurance, public order, administration, and the judicial system, with the rest of the world.

The time has come for our Republic of Korea to fulfill the mission of becoming the 'Lamp of the East'
and upgrading the world's civilization by one step. If we just do it, we will leave much greater
footprints
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in human history than the Roman civilization, which is just a trace, or Genghis Khan's Mongols, who
have no trace at all. November 2023. Kim Kyung-jin in Jangan-dong.
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