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Preface

See every chapter
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When the world changes rapidly, where should we go?

When I set foot in Malaysia, I was exhausted from my busy life back in Korea. Accumulated fatigue,
vague anxiety about a rapidly changing world. To me, the morning air of Kuala Lumpur felt unfamiliar
yet comforting.

Looking at the Malacca Strait, I suddenly realized something. This sea was connecting the world 500
years ago, continues to do so today, and will probably still be doing so 100 years from now. While we
go through our days worrying and struggling, certain things have been quietly fulfilling their role for
centuries.

Malaysia is a truly fascinating country. It is divided into the Malay Peninsula and the island of Borneo,
and nine kings take turns governing the nation. Malays, Chinese, and Indians live together while
preserving their own languages and religions. How is it possible for such different people to live
together in one nation?

To find the answer to this question, I walked through the streets of Malacca. There were traces of
numerous countries trying to occupy this place: Portugal, the Netherlands, England, even Japan.
Those traces were not scars of conflict, but had become landscapes where different cultures coexist
today.

These days, we worry a lot. Will artificial intelligence take away my job? What will become of the
Earth because of climate change? What kind of world will our children live in? Such worries keep us
awake at night.

But as I studied Malaysia, I began to think differently. This country has faced countless crises over
700 years. Invasions by great powers, ethnic conflicts, economic crises. Yet each time, it found new
ways. By acknowledging differences, connecting to the world through the sea, and embracing
change.

This book is not an academic work. Nor is it a light travel guide. I, as simply a traveler and someone
curious about how the world works, have recorded Malaysia. I tried not to write it stiffly like a history
book. I wanted to write it so you could read comfortably while having a cup of coffee.

Starting from the tip of the Malay Peninsula to the deep forests of Borneo, from the old streets of
Malacca to the modern Petronas Towers. I hope you walk slowly with this book. You don't have to
read in a hurry. Sometimes it is fine to close the book and look out the window.

When the future feels uncertain, we find comfort in history. We learn wisdom from stories of people
living in other lands. Malaysia tells us such stories. "Different things can live together," and "a crisis
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can become a new beginning."

I hope the time you spend reading this book becomes a small respite for you. And by the time you
close the book, I hope your worries about the future become a little lighter.

Shall we depart together?

November 25, 2025. Kim Kyeong-jin
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Attorney · Former Member of the National Assembly · AI Policy Researcher
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Chapter 1: Geopolitical Position and Significance of the Malay
Peninsula
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Part I: The Formation and History of Malaysia

The Crossroads Linking the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean

The Malay Peninsula is located at the southern tip of Southeast Asia, bordered on the west by the
Andaman Sea and the Malacca Strait, both part of the Indian Ocean, and on the east by the South
China Sea. This geographical position made the Malay Peninsula a natural crossroads linking the
Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. From its northern reaches connected to southern Thailand to its
southern edge bordering Singapore, the Malay Peninsula has served as the center of maritime trade
and cultural exchange for centuries.

The Malacca Strait, running along the western coast of the peninsula, provides the shortest sea route
from the Indian Ocean to the South China Sea. At its narrowest point, it measures only 2.8 kilometers
across, making it an ideal location for controlling and monitoring ship traffic since ancient times. This
geographical feature became the foundation for maritime states centered on Malacca to flourish.

The Center of Maritime Trade Routes

The strategic position of the Malay Peninsula established it early as the center of regional trade
networks. From ancient times, trade routes connecting China, India, and the Arab world passed
through the Malay Peninsula. Chinese silk and ceramics, Indian cotton and spices, and perfumes and
glass products from Arabia and Persia were traded through this region.

The Srivijaya Kingdom was a powerful maritime empire centered on Sumatra that existed from the
7th to the 13th century. The kingdom controlled the Malacca Strait and dominated maritime trade,
growing into one of the most important trade centers in Southeast Asia. It made Palembang its capital
and achieved economic prosperity through active trade with China, India, and the Middle East. As a
Buddhist state, Srivijaya influenced the construction of the Borobudur Temple and played an
important role in the dissemination of Buddhist culture as monks and scholars traveled between India
and China.

Early kings included King Sri Jayanasa, who strengthened diplomatic relations with India and
established the foundation of the kingdom. During the 8th century, King Dharmasethu ruled and
established maritime hegemony, while the 9th century saw King Balaputradewa leading Srivijaya to
its golden age. King Balaputradewa formed alliances with the Pala Dynasty of India and further
developed Buddhist culture. Around the 10th century, conflict with the Mataram Kingdom of Java
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weakened its power, and in the 11th century, the Chola Dynasty of India attacked Srivijaya, beginning
the kingdom's decline.

By the 12th century, Srivijaya's power had grown increasingly weak, caught between Thailand's
Sukhothai Kingdom and Java's Singhasari Kingdom. Around the 13th century, as the Majapahit
Kingdom of Java took control of maritime trade in Southeast Asia, the Srivijaya Kingdom vanished
into history. The legacy of the Srivijaya Kingdom had a profound impact on Buddhist culture and
maritime trade networks in Southeast Asia thereafter.

When the Malacca Kingdom was established in the 14th century, the Malay Peninsula rose to
prominence as an important trade center. The Malacca port could accommodate over 2,000 vessels
at once, and merchants of diverse nationalities gathered there, with over 80 languages spoken.

This status as the center of trade routes attracted the interest of European powers, eventually leading
to Portugal's occupation of Malacca in the early 16th century. Even as colonial rulers changed from
the Dutch to the British, the Malay Peninsula's importance as a trade center continued.

A Hub of Cultural Exchange Between East and West

The Malay Peninsula was more than a place of commodity trade; it was a space where diverse
cultures met and merged. Hinduism and Buddhism from India, Islam from the Middle East,
Confucianism and Daoism from China, and Christianity from Europe all flowed into this region.

Islam had a profound influence on Malay culture. Spread from the 13th century onward through Arab
and Indian merchants, Islam became the state religion of the Malacca Kingdom in the 15th century
and has since become Malaysia's official religion. The influence of Islam is evident across diverse
cultural aspects: Arabic loanwords in the Malay language, architectural styles, literature, and the arts.

Exchange with China was equally vibrant. Beginning with Zheng He's expeditions visiting Malacca in
the early 15th century, many Chinese merchants settled on the Malay Peninsula. Through
intermarriage with local populations, they created a distinctive hybrid culture known as Peranakan or
Baba-Nyonya.

India's influence is also substantial. Cultural elements rooted in Hindu-Buddhism remain embedded in
Malay culture even after Islamization, and Indians who arrived during the British colonial period
added another cultural layer to Malaysia.

Thus, the Malay Peninsula transcended being merely a geographical crossroads; it was a genuine
hub of cultural exchange where diverse civilizations and cultures met and merged. This historical
background became the foundation for Malaysia's multicultural character and rich cultural heritage
today.

Ships waiting to pass through the Malacca Strait

← Previous Chapter
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Chapter 2: The Birth and Prosperity of the Malacca Sultanate
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Part 1: The Formation and History of Malaysia

The founding of the Malacca Sultanate is closely linked to a figure named Parameswara in the late
14th century. Parameswara was a prince of the Srivijaya Kingdom in Palembang, Sumatra, and he
fled Sumatra following attacks by the Majapahit Kingdom of Java, taking refuge in Singapore (known
at the time as Temasek). When he could not secure safety there, he moved around 1398 to Malacca,
which was then a small fishing village on the Malay Peninsula.

Several legends are told about why Parameswara chose Malacca. According to one account, while
Parameswara was resting by the Malacca River, he witnessed his hunting dog being attacked by a
wild dog, and was impressed when the smaller wild dog defeated the larger hunting dog, leading him
to decide to settle there. The legend holds that the tree where the small wild dog stood was called the
"Malacca tree," and the settlement was named Malacca after it.

Parameswara was initially a Hindu, but after the 1409 visit of the Ming Dynasty admiral Zheng He, he
sought the protection of the Ming emperor to strengthen relations with China. Later, he converted to
Islam and adopted the Islamic name Iskandar Shah.

Growth as a Center of Maritime Trade in the 14th Century

Parameswara and his successors developed Malacca into a port city by taking advantage of its
geographic position. The Malacca port was ideally situated for navigation using monsoon winds and
provided a safe anchorage and fresh water. Parameswara pursued friendly policies toward Chinese,
Indian, and Arab merchants, encouraging them to settle in Malacca.

True prosperity came during the reign of Parameswara's son Megat Iskandar Shah and his grandson
Muzaffar Shah. They expanded port facilities and established a fair trading system, introducing a
systematic tariff structure. By imposing equitable and transparent taxes on all goods, they gained the
trust of merchants, and more trading vessels came to Malacca.

By the mid-15th century, Malacca had grown into the largest trading port in Southeast Asia.
According to records by Tome Pires, a Portuguese apothecary and diplomat, at the height of its
prosperity Malacca had around 2,000 ships anchoring daily, and merchants of diverse nationalities
gathered there, with 84 languages spoken.

Malacca served as an intermediary hub connecting the Islamic world and China, with various goods
traded including spices from Southeast Asia, silk and ceramics from China, cotton textiles from India,
and perfumes and glassware from the Middle East.
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Malacca's prosperity was not simply the result of geographic advantage, but stemmed from an
efficient administrative system and multicultural coexistence policies. The Malacca Sultanate allowed
merchants of various ethnicities and religions to live autonomously in their own quarters and
established institutional mechanisms for resolving disputes.

The Spread of Islam and Cultural Transformation

One of the most significant turning points in the kingdom's history was the adoption of Islam. After
Parameswara's conversion, Islam became the official religion of Malacca during the reign of Muzaffar
Shah. The change went beyond mere religious transformation, profoundly affecting Malay society and
culture.

The adoption of Islam further promoted trade with Arab, Persian, and Indian Muslim merchants, and
by becoming part of the international Islamic network, it elevated Malacca's standing. The
introduction of Sharia brought changes to Malacca's legal system and governance structure.

Cultural changes also took place. The Jawi script, based on the Arabic alphabet, was developed and
began to be used in written records. Islamic literature flourished, with genres such as Hikayat (epic
poetry) and Sejarah (chronicles) developing, and Islamic influence became evident in architectural
arts.

The kingdom's Islamization was a gradual process rather than a coercive one. Many elements of
Hindu-Buddhist tradition were fused with Islamic practices, and communities of merchants from other
cultural regions, such as China and India, were able to maintain their own religions and cultures. This
inclusiveness strengthened the multicultural character of the Malacca Sultanate and became the
foundation of today's Malaysian culture.

The Malacca Sultanate prospered for approximately 100 years until its conquest by Portugal in 1511.
Although the kingdom declined politically, its trading networks and cultural legacy profoundly
influenced the entire Malay Peninsula and became important elements of Malay identity and culture.
Islam, which spread through Malacca, remains today the official religion of Malaysia and a core
element of Malay culture.
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Chapter 3: Malaysia in the Colonial Era
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Part 1: Formation and History of Malaysia

Portuguese Occupation of Malacca (1511)

European powers made efforts to participate directly in Asian spice trade. After Vasco da Gama's
discovery of the sea route to India (1498), they engaged actively in eastern trade. Portugal's goal was
to bypass the spice trade routes controlled by Middle Eastern merchants and bring Asian spices
directly to Europe.

Portuguese Governor Afonso de Albuquerque attacked Malacca in July 1511. An expedition
composed of 1,200 troops and 18 warships occupied Malacca on August 24 after more than a month
of fighting. Malacca's Sultan Mahmud Shah fled to Johor and later established the Johor Sultanate in
the southern Malay Peninsula.

Portugal built a fortress (A Famosa) in Malacca and made it an important hub for their Asian trade
network. Portugal's exclusive trade policies caused many Asian merchants to depart for other ports.
Muslim merchants rejected Portuguese Christian rule, and as a result, Malacca's trade volume
shrank compared to before.

It experienced cultural changes as well. Catholic missionaries began their work, and intermarriage
between Portuguese colonists and local people formed a Eurasian community called Kristang. Today,
Malacca retains legacies from this period, with Portuguese Square and the remains of St. Paul's
Church showing the history of that time.

Dutch Rule (1641-1824)

As the seventeenth century began, the Netherlands started replacing Portugal across Asia through
the Dutch East India Company (VOC). As the Netherlands expanded its influence in the Indonesian
archipelago, it also showed interest in Malacca. The Netherlands allied with the Johor Sultanate and
occupied Malacca in January 1641 after a five-month siege.

The Netherlands' goal was to strengthen a trade network centered on Batavia in Java (present-day
Jakarta), and Malacca was integrated as part of this network. The Netherlands introduced more
systematic colonial administration than Portugal and influenced urban planning and architecture.
Dutch-style buildings such as Stadthuys (City Hall) were constructed, and these have become
important tourist attractions in Malacca today.
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The Netherlands also pursued exclusive trade policies and restructured Malacca to fit its trade
network. The Netherlands showed interest in tin trade on the Malay Peninsula and controlled trade
with tin-producing areas like Perak. Even during the Dutch period, Malacca's relative importance
continued to decline, while Penang and Singapore emerged as new trading centers.

British Colonial Period (1824-1957)

After the Napoleonic Wars, Britain emerged as a stronger maritime power than the Netherlands.
Britain had already acquired Penang in 1786, and in 1819 Stamford Raffles established Singapore.
Through the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824, Britain officially obtained Malacca and formed the Straits
Settlements together with Penang and Singapore.

British colonial rule expanded beyond occupying maritime trading posts to the entire Malay
Peninsula. Beginning with the Pangkor Treaty of 1874, Britain concluded treaties of protection with
Malay sultanates including Perak, Selangor, Negeri Sembilan, and Pahang. British Residents
became the effective rulers of each sultanate, while sultans retained authority only over Malay
customs and religious matters. In 1896, these four sultanates were unified as the Federated Malay
States, and subsequently Johor, Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, and Terengganu became British
protectorates as the Unfederated Malay States.

The British colonial period had a major impact on Malaysia's development. Britain brought in large
numbers of Chinese and Indian laborers to develop rubber plantations and tin mines, significantly
changing the demographic composition of the Malay Peninsula. The multiethnic social structure of
Malaysia today was formed during this period.

It introduced modern administrative systems, legal institutions, educational systems, and
transportation infrastructure. Development of infrastructure such as railways, roads, and ports
became the foundation for Malaysia's economic progress. A British-educated elite class of Malays,
Chinese, and Indians was formed, and they later played important roles in independence movements
and nation-building.

Japanese Occupation and the Impact of World War II

On December 8, 1941, during World War II, Japanese forces invaded the Malay Peninsula through
Thailand. After 70 days of fighting, Singapore fell on February 15, 1942, and the entire Malay
Peninsula came under Japanese control. Japan named the region including Malaya and northern
Sumatra 'Shonan-to' and occupied it for approximately three years and seven months.

Though brief, the Japanese occupation period holds significant meaning in Malaysian history. Japan's
ideology of the 'Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere' and the slogan 'Asia for Asians' were
presented as an alternative to Western colonialism and influenced local nationalist movements.
However, it left deep wounds of harsh rule, persecution of Chinese residents, and mass killings
during the Sook Ching process.
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After the war, Britain returned to the peninsula, but the conflict brought fundamental changes to the
colonial system. British authority was weakened, and nationalist movements grew stronger.

Britain attempted to establish the Malayan Union in 1946. This plan involved reducing the sultans'
powers and granting citizenship to non-Malay residents. This proposal provoked strong opposition,
and Malays organized to resist by forming the United Malays National Organization (UMNO).

Eventually Britain withdrew the plan, and in 1948 Britain launched a new system called the
Federation of Malaya to replace the previous Malayan Union. Under this system, the sovereignty of
the sultans of each Malay state was recognized, and the special status of Malays was guaranteed.
Citizenship criteria became stricter, making it more difficult for non-Malays to obtain citizenship.

The Federation of Malaya was maintained as a British protectorate, but Malay autonomy gradually
expanded. As independence movements became more active, in 1957 the Federation of Malaya
achieved full independence and became a sovereign state under the name Federation of Malaya
(predecessor to Malaysia). In this process, political balance among various ethnic groups became a
crucial issue in nation-building, and when Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore joined in 1963,
present-day Malaysia was formed.

From 1948 to 1960, the Malay Peninsula experienced a communist insurgency. The Malayan
Communist Party (MCP), composed mainly of Chinese Malays, waged guerrilla warfare against the
British colonial government. This conflict unfolded in the context of the Cold War, and Britain
suppressed the insurgency through 'winning hearts and minds' operations. Many Chinese residents
were forcibly relocated to New Villages, which had long-term effects on Malaysia's demographic
distribution and social structure.

To prevent Chinese peasants, the main supporters of the Malayan Communist Party (MCP) at the
time, from operating near jungles and providing food and supplies to guerrillas, Britain forcibly
relocated them to controlled villages. Villages were protected with barbed wire, checkpoints, and
patrol units, and residents had to live under government surveillance. The New Villages policy
achieved partial success in weakening the communist insurgency's base, but forced relocation
brought major changes to Chinese society. Chinese residents who settled in the new villages either
migrated to cities or took on important roles in Malaysia's economy, which later affected Malaysia's
demographic distribution and political balance.

As the emergency subsided, the Federation of Malaya began its path toward independence. In the
first federal elections in 1955, the Alliance Party, a coalition of Malay, Chinese, and Indian parties,
won by a large margin, presenting a model of multiethnic cooperation. Tunku Abdul Rahman, leader
of the Alliance Party, led independence negotiations with Britain, and finally, on August 31, 1957, the
Federation of Malaya declared independence.

Though the British colonial era officially ended, Britain's political, legal, educational, and cultural
legacies remain deeply rooted in Malaysian society today. After independence, Malaysia embarked
on nation-building with two challenges: harmonious coexistence in a multiethnic, multireligious
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society and economic development.
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Chapter 4: Independence and the Formation of Modern Malaysia
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Part 1: The Formation and History of Malaysia

The Independence of the Federation of Malaya in 1957

After World War II, nationalist movements became active on the Malay Peninsula. Resistance to
British colonial rule and desire for independence intensified. The 'Malayan Union' plan proposed by
Britain in 1946, which would have weakened the sultans' authority and granted citizenship to
non-Malay residents, was rejected due to strong opposition from the Malays.

Instead, the 'Federation of Malaya' was established in 1948, recognizing the special status of the
Malays while taking gradual steps toward self-governance. In the first federal election of 1955, the
Alliance Party, composed of the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), the Malayan Chinese
Association (MCA), and the Malayan Indian Congress (MIC), won an overwhelming victory.

Building on this victory, a negotiating team led by Tunku Abdul Rahman, the UMNO leader at the
time, began independence negotiations with Britain. Finally, on August 31, 1957, the Federation of
Malaya declared 'Merdeka' (independence) and gained independence from Britain. Tunku Abdul
Rahman became the first Prime Minister.

The Establishment of the Federation of Malaysia in 1963

After independence, the Federation of Malaya sought to expand into a larger federal state. In 1961,
Tunku Abdul Rahman announced a vision of a new federal state called 'Malaysia' that would include
Malaya, Singapore, Sabah (then British North Borneo), Sarawak, and Brunei. On September 16,
1963, the Federation of Malaya, Singapore, Sabah, and Sarawak unified to officially establish the
'Federation of Malaysia'. However, this unification provoked opposition from Indonesia and the
Philippines. Indonesian President Sukarno denounced this as a 'neo-colonialist scheme' and
declared 'confrontation', causing military conflict with Malaysia. Ideological and political conflict also
arose between Singapore and the central government. Eventually, on August 9, 1965, Singapore
separated from the Federation of Malaysia to become an independent nation. This confirmed the
territory of Malaysia as we know it today.

The Development and Challenges of Modern Malaysia

After independence, Malaysia focused on achieving political stability and economic development. The
inter-ethnic riots that occurred on May 13, 1969, became an important turning point in Malaysian
history.
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Behind the riots lay economic inequality and political tensions. At that time, Malaysia's economy was
dominated by ethnic Chinese, while the Malays held a relatively disadvantaged economic position. In
the 1969 general election, opposition parties led by ethnic Chinese achieved significant gains,
heightening discontent among the Malays. After the election, clashes erupted in Kuala Lumpur. On
May 13, political protests escalated into violent confrontations, resulting in numerous casualties, and
the government declared a state of emergency.

Following this incident, the Malaysian government introduced the New Economic Policy (NEP) to
improve the economic status of the Malays. The NEP was a policy that provided benefits to Malays
including education, public sector employment, and business support, and subsequently had a major
impact on Malaysian society and economic structure.

The May 13 incident demonstrated how serious inter-ethnic tensions were in Malaysia, and
subsequently the government intensified policies aimed at maintaining inter-ethnic harmony.

Mahathir Mohammad served as Prime Minister of Malaysia from 1981 to 2003 and was a leader who
spearheaded the nation's industrialization and modernization. Based on economic growth and
nationalist policies, he focused on developing Malaysia into an emerging industrial nation. Born in
British Malaya in 1925, he worked as a doctor before entering politics. During the 1960s and 1970s,
he emphasized Malay nationalism and advocated policies to improve the economic status of the
Malay population.

After assuming the prime ministership, Mahathir pursued the 'Look East Policy', adopting Japan and
South Korea as economic models while fostering manufacturing and advanced industries. He
focused on transforming Malaysia from a raw materials exporting nation into an industrial nation,
developing the automotive industry (establishing Proton) and actively promoting electronics and
infrastructure development. Additionally, he expanded the impact of the New Economic Policy (NEP)
implemented after the May 13, 1969 riots, strengthening policies that expanded education, business
support, and public sector employment opportunities for the Malay population.

Mahathir maintained democratic procedures while employing a strong authoritarian governing style.
He controlled the press, suppressed opposition, and used the Internal Security Act (ISA) to arrest
anti-government figures. During the Asian financial crisis of 1998, conflict with Deputy Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim intensified, and due to differences over economic policy, Anwar was eventually
arrested on charges of corruption and misconduct. This incident provoked significant controversy
domestically and internationally, further highlighting the government's authoritarian character.

Diplomatically, Mahathir strongly criticized the Western-centered international order and pursued an
independent foreign policy. He warned against interference from the United States and Western
nations, and emphasized cooperation among developing countries. By strengthening relationships
with Islamic nations, he established Malaysia's important place in the international Islamic
community.
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His strong leadership left a positive legacy of economic growth and industrialization in Malaysia, but
there were also negative aspects that deepened political authoritarianism and inter-ethnic conflict.
The issue of economic discrimination between Malays, Chinese, and Indians remained unresolved,
and as press and political freedoms were restricted, discontent among anti-government forces grew.
Even after stepping down from the prime ministership in 2003, his influence remained in political
circles, and he set a record by returning to office at the age of 93 in 2018. Mahathir's era became an
important turning point in Malaysian history, and his policies and leadership continue to receive
diverse evaluations.

Since the 2000s, Malaysia has pursued the transition to a knowledge-based economy and digital
innovation. Efforts to foster harmonious coexistence among diverse ethnic groups and religions
continue as well.
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Chapter 5: The Unique Federal Monarchy
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Part II: The Political System of Malaysia

The Sultanate System of Nine States

Malaysia has a distinctive political system that combines constitutional monarchy, federal statehood,
and parliamentary cabinet government. The most striking characteristic is a unique system where the
kingship rotates among different rulers.

Malaysia has 13 federal states, and nine of these states each have a hereditary monarch called a
sultan. These nine sultans take turns, alternating every five years, to become the national sovereign
and head of state. This system is called 'Yang di-Pertuan Agong,' which simply means 'supreme
ruler.' The background to modern Malaysia's composition of 13 federal states and nine sultanate
states originated from historical changes during the colonial period, the formation of the Malayan
Federation, and the political compromise process following independence. The political foundation
traces back to several Malay kingdoms that existed in the past on the Malay Peninsula. From ancient
times, sultans ruling different regions existed on the Malay Peninsula, and this traditional sultanate
system persisted even during the colonial era. In the late nineteenth century, as Britain colonially
governed the Malayan region, it directly administered some areas while maintaining colonial rule by
granting the existing sultans certain autonomous authority.

In 1946, Britain launched the Malayan Union, seeking to weaken the existing sultans' authority and
introduce centralized rule. However, due to strong resistance from the Malay people, the Malayan
Union failed, and in 1948 the Federation of Malaya was launched, establishing a new federal system
in which the sultans' authority was partly guaranteed. During this process, Malay political identity and
the sultanate system served as important factors.

Even after the Federation of Malaya gained independence in 1957, the Malay sultanate system was
maintained. The states with nine sultans developed into a system in which they maintained
independent hereditary monarchy within the federation while following constitutional monarchy at the
national level. Based on this system, the nine sultans came to elect the national sovereign and head
of state, the 'Yang di-Pertuan Agong,' by rotating every five years. This is a distinctive political system
born as a compromise between the traditional monarchy of Malay kingdoms and modern federalism.

In 1963, the Federation of Malaya formed a new federation with Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore,
changing its name to Malaysia. In this process, the current system of 13 federal states was
established when Sabah and Sarawak were added to the existing 11 federal states. However, since
Sabah and Sarawak were regions without the traditional Malay sultanate system, these two territories
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remained as special federal states without sultans. When Singapore withdrew from the federation in
1965, the present-day Malaysian federal system was completed.

Against this background, Malaysia came to have a distinctive form of 'federal monarchy,' maintaining
a political system in which the traditional sultanate system and modern democracy coexist.

The Rotational Monarchical System: 'Yang di-Pertuan Agong'

The head of state primarily performs ceremonial functions, but also holds significant powers such as
the appointment of the prime minister and dissolution of parliament. The state rulers (sultans) of each
state serve as the head of Islam and protector of Malay culture in their respective states. The
remaining states have governors instead of sultans. These governors are not elected but appointed
by the head of state.

There is also a parliament. It is divided into an upper and lower house, with members of the lower
house directly elected by the people. The federal lower house is called the Dewan Rakyat and has
222 members. They are elected by a single-member constituency system, with a term of five years.
Some members of the upper house are elected by the states, while others are appointed by the head
of state. The upper house, the Dewan Negara, is composed of 70 senators, with 28 elected through
indirect elections by state assemblies and the remaining 42 appointed by the king representing the
federation.

The Significance of Monarchy in Contemporary Politics

Malaysia's federal monarchy goes beyond a merely traditional institution and serves as an important
element that contributes to national identity and stability. In a multiethnic nation, the king is regarded
as a symbol of unity representing all citizens. Additionally, his role as guardian of the Islamic faith is
also recognized as important.

The monarchy developed as a mechanism to protect traditional rights and privileges of Malays in
Malaysia's colonial experience and process of independence, and today it sometimes serves as a
mediator in situations of political crisis. The instances in which the king's role came into prominence
during periods of political uncertainty in 2018 and 2020 demonstrate the contemporary significance of
this system.

In the 2018 general election, Malaysia experienced a historic change of government. The Barisan
Nasional (BN) led by the United Malays National Organisation (UMNO), which had been in power for
a long period since independence in 1957, was defeated, and the Pakatan Harapan (PH) won,
resulting in a change of government. In this process, King Sultan Muhammad V approved the
formation of a new government and appointed the 92-year-old Mahathir Mohamad as prime minister.

However, as the issue of power transition arose within the Pakatan Harapan, political uncertainty
increased. Mahathir promised to hand over the position of prime minister to Anwar Ibrahim but failed
to keep this promise, deepening conflict within the coalition government. In early 2020, this conflict
ultimately led to the collapse of the government, triggering a new political crisis.
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Mahathir Mohamad resigned from the position of prime minister. Subsequently, King Sultan Abdullah
of Pahang played a mediator role by consulting with representatives of various political parties to form
a new government. The king met individually with parliamentarians to identify candidates with
support, and ultimately appointed Muhyiddin Yassin as the new prime minister. In this process, the
king's role was not merely ceremonial but played a crucial part in maintaining national stability amid
chaos.

Muhyiddin Yassin's government could not be sustained for long amid political instability. His coalition
government failed to secure a majority in parliament and received weak support, and ultimately in
2021 he resigned. Once again, King Sultan Abdullah found himself in a situation where he had to step
forward as a political mediator and appoint a new prime minister. After coordinating political
negotiations, the king appointed Ismail Sabri Yaakob as prime minister, again performing a crucial
role in stabilizing the political situation.

The Role and Authority of the King

This demonstrates that Malaysia's monarchy can function as an active mediator in situations of
political crisis, beyond merely a symbolic role. The king maintains political balance and performs the
role of preserving national stability even amid crises that could topple the federal government,
occupying a unique position in Malaysia's political system.

One might wonder how Malaysia's complex political system works so effectively. However,
Malaysians believe that this system plays an important role in safeguarding national stability and
diversity. This can be said to be the result of harmoniously combining Malaysia's unique history and
culture with contemporary democracy.
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Chapter 6: Parliamentary System and Democracy
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Part 2: Malaysia's Political System

Bicameral System: Upper House and Lower House

Malaysia's Parliament operates on a bicameral system, consisting of the upper house (Dewan
Negara) and the lower house (Dewan Rakyat). This system is based on Britain's Westminster
system, with the lower house holding substantial legislative power while the upper house plays a
complementary role.

The lower house comprises 222 members, elected directly by citizens through the First-Past-the-Post
(FPTP) electoral system. Members serve terms of up to five years, with general elections typically
held every five years.

However, elections can be held before the term ends if the Prime Minister requests an early election
and the King approves it. The lower house is the primary organ exercising legislative power,
proposing and deliberating bills while monitoring government policy. The Prime Minister and cabinet
members are drawn from the majority party or coalition in the lower house, and if they fail to secure
majority support, the government can be dissolved or the Prime Minister replaced.

The upper house comprises 70 members selected not through direct election but through indirect
election and royal appointment. Of these, 28 are elected by the legislatures of each state, while 42
are appointed by the King. Members appointed by the King are selected from diverse fields, including
scholars, lawyers, economists, and religious leaders who can contribute nationally.

The upper house can review and amend bills passed by the lower house but cannot fully reject the
lower house's decisions. If the lower house approves the same bill again, the upper house cannot
block it. Budget bills and tax-related legislation must originate in the lower house.

Malaysia's Parliament performs legislation, checks on the executive branch, and deliberation of
national policy, with authority to enact, amend, and repeal laws. It also monitors the Prime Minister
and executive policies and holds power to conduct parliamentary inquiries. Parliament reviews and
approves the national budget and oversees government finances. It also performs important functions
including constitutional amendments related to the monarchy, approving declarations of national
emergencies, and participating in the selection of the King.

As a constitutional monarchy, Malaysia's King plays an important role in the Parliament's legislative
process. The King holds the power to give final approval to bills passed by both houses and officially
appoints the Prime Minister. However, the King's role is constitutionally limited, with substantive
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political decisions made by Parliament and the government.

Malaysia's Parliament faces several limitations. When the Prime Minister controls a majority in the
lower house, Parliament often assumes a role of merely ratifying executive decisions. Additionally,
laws such as the Internal Security Act (ISA) may restrict opposition politicians' activities. When the
government controls media, parliamentary discussions may not be adequately conveyed to the
public.

The Development of Party Politics

Malaysian politics has long been led by the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition. This coalition unites
ethnically-based parties including the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), the Malaysian
Chinese Association (MCA), and the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC). From the 1990s, opposition
forces began to strengthen, and in the 2018 general election, the opposition coalition Pakatan
Harapan (PH) won, marking the first change of government since independence. Although a new
coalition government was formed through political realignment in 2020, this change is regarded as
evidence of Malaysia's democratic maturation.

Malaysia's political system reflects its multiethnic society, with diverse parties that have formed
governments through coalitions or served as opposition. As of 2024, Malaysia's major parties include
the United Malays National Organization (UMNO), Pakatan Harapan (PH), Bersatu Pribumi Bersatu
Malaysia (PPBM), and the Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS).

The United Malays National Organization (UMNO) has long ruled Malaysia as the governing party
after independence, leading the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition in governing the nation. It has
produced multiple Prime Ministers, including the first Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman, as well as
Abdul Razak Hussein, Hussein Onn, Mahathir Mohamad, Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, and Najib Razak.
After losing the 2018 general election, it shifted to opposition status, and its influence declined amid
political changes.

Pakatan Harapan (PH) comprises parties including the People's Justice Party (PKR), Democratic
Action Party (DAP), and National Trust Party (Amanah). This coalition won the 2018 general election,
achieving the first change of government, with Mahathir Mohamad taking office as Prime Minister
again. After subsequent political changes, Anwar Ibrahim, the leader of the People's Justice Party
(PKR), assumed office as Prime Minister in 2022 and has maintained the government.

Bersatu Pribumi Bersatu Malaysia (PPBM) was founded by defectors from UMNO including Mahathir
Mohamad and Muhyiddin Yassin. It participated in the 2018 election as part of Pakatan Harapan.
After subsequent political realignment, Muhyiddin Yassin became Prime Minister, but he resigned in
2021 and failed to retain the government.

The Malaysian Islamic Party (PAS) is a party based on Islamic fundamentalism that has exercised
steady influence in Malaysian politics. However, it has yet to produce a Prime Minister and is
established as a party that emphasizes religious character within coalition politics.
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Malaysian political history saw the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition led by UMNO govern for a long
period, but the 2018 general election marked the first change of government when Pakatan Harapan
(PH) won. Subsequently, coalitions and realignments among parties have continued, and currently
Pakatan Harapan and several other parties form the government through coalition. These political
changes are regarded as an important process for Malaysia's democratic development and harmony
in its multiethnic society.
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Chapter 7: Federal System and Local Governance

← Previous Chapter

See every chapter

Next Chapter →

Part Two: Malaysia's Political System

The Composition of 13 States and 3 Federal Territories

Malaysia is a federal country comprising 13 states and 3 federal territories. The 13 states consist of
11 states on the Malay Peninsula (Johor, Kedah, Kelantan, Melaka, Negeri Sembilan, Pahang,
Penang, Perak, Perlis, Selangor, and Terengganu) and 2 states on the island of Borneo (Sabah and
Sarawak). The 3 federal territories are the capital city of Kuala Lumpur, the administrative capital of
Putrajaya, and the island of Labuan.

First, the 11 states on the Malay Peninsula are as follows:

Johor is located at the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula and borders Singapore. Historically, it was
the center of the Johor Sultanate and has developed into an economically important region centered
on manufacturing and trade.

Kedah is located in the northwest of the Malay Peninsula and shares a border with Thailand. Kedah is
one of Malaysia's oldest sultanates and is known as an agricultural center famous for rice production
and the tourist destination of Langkawi Island.

Kelantan is a state in the northeast of Malaysia bordering Thailand, known for its strong Islamic
culture and developed traditional handicraft and batik industries.

Melaka is located in the southwest of Malaysia and was the capital of the Malay Sultanate in the 15th
century. As a historic city that experienced colonial rule by Portugal, the Netherlands, and Britain and
absorbed diverse cultural influences, it is designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Negeri Sembilan is located in the south-central region of Malaysia and is a unique state that retains
strong Minangkabau culture from Sumatra, Indonesia, maintaining matrilineal social traditions.

Pahang is a state located on the east coast of the Malay Peninsula. It has the largest land area and
was historically famous for its tin industry. Today it is known for tropical rainforests and ecological
tourism.

Penang is a state comprising an island in the northwest and part of the mainland. It served as a
trading port during British colonial times and features the historic city of Georgetown, giving it strong
multicultural characteristics.
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Perak is located on the northwest coast of the Malay Peninsula. It has a history of prospering from tin
mining and currently features various historical sites and developed natural tourism attractions.

Perlis is Malaysia's smallest state, located at the northwestern tip bordering Thailand. With its
peaceful rural environment, agriculture is the main industry.

Selangor is the center of Malaysia's economy and industry, surrounding Kuala Lumpur. It is the most
populous state in Malaysia and a region experiencing rapid urbanization.

Terengganu is located on the east coast of Malaysia. With its beautiful beaches and numerous
islands, the tourism industry is well developed. Islamic culture and the petroleum industry are its main
characteristics.

Sabah and Sarawak in the East Malaysia region of Borneo Island are important areas with unique
history and culture.

Sabah is located in the northeast of Borneo Island and carries the nickname "Land below the wind."
Historically, Sabah was influenced by the Brunei Sultanate and the Philippine Sulu Sultanate. From
the late 19th century, it came under the rule of the British North Borneo Company and joined the
Malaysian Federation in 1963. The Philippines continues to claim sovereignty over parts of Sabah,
creating ongoing diplomatic disputes. Sabah is famous for Mount Kinabalu, Southeast Asia's highest
peak, as well as its dense tropical rainforests and rich ecological resources. Various indigenous
peoples such as the Kadazan-Dusun, Bajau, and Murut live there, making it a culturally diverse
region.

Sarawak is Malaysia's largest state, located in the northwest of Borneo Island, and is well known as
the "Land of Hornbills." In the mid-19th century, James Brooke, a British national, took power from the
Brunei Sultanate and established the "Brooke Dynasty" (the White Rajahs), which ruled for about 100
years. After that, Sarawak passed through British colonial rule and became part of the Malaysian
Federation in 1963. Sarawak possesses diverse natural environments including the world's ancient
tropical rainforests, the Rajang River, and the extensive cave systems of Mulu National Park. It is the
state with the most complex ethnic composition in Malaysia, with numerous indigenous peoples such
as the Iban, Bidayuh, Malanau, and Orang Ulu coexisting. Christianity, Islam, and traditional beliefs
exist together, and the state is also famous for its unique traditional longhouse architecture and
diverse folk culture.

The unique history, culture, and geographical characteristics of each state blend together to form a
highly diverse national identity. Sabah and Sarawak, in particular, are recognized as especially
important regions that symbolically represent this multicultural character.

Division of Powers Between the Federal Government and State Governments

The Malaysian Constitution clearly distinguishes the powers between the federal government and
state governments, forming an important foundation for Malaysia's federal system. The federal
government handles defense, foreign relations, internal security, civil and criminal law, education,
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health, and labor. State governments hold authority over land, agriculture, forestry, local government,
and Islamic law and customs.

The federal government is responsible for national security and foreign relations and directly
manages defense policy and military operations. For example, the organization and operation of the
Malaysian Armed Forces (MAF) are under federal government jurisdiction, and major decisions such
as overseas peacekeeping deployments and defense budget allocations are made by the central
government. Additionally, foreign policy is a federal government responsibility, including establishing
diplomatic relations between nations, appointing ambassadors, and concluding international treaties.
When a maritime boundary dispute arose between Malaysia and Singapore, the federal government's
Ministry of Foreign Affairs led the resolution process.

Internal security and law enforcement are also major federal government responsibilities. Police
organizations (Polis Diraja Malaysia, PDRM) and national security policies are controlled at the
federal level. The federal government also holds the authority to invoke the National Security Act in
case of terrorist threats. Criminal and civil law are likewise enacted at the federal level and applied
nationwide. For example, the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission Act enforced by the federal
government is applied uniformly across all states and coordinates government-level anti-corruption
efforts.

Education and health are also federal government domains. Malaysia's public education system is
managed by the Ministry of Education, and the operation of public schools and national universities is
led by the federal government. Major national universities such as the University of Malaya operate
with support from the central government. Medical services and public health policy are also federal
government responsibilities. A notable example is the federal Ministry of Health's implementation of a
nationwide vaccination program during the COVID-19 pandemic.

State governments hold independent authority over land and local development. They can decide on
real estate development and land use changes and can pursue policies to designate specific areas
as economic zones. The Penang state government can independently establish plans to develop
specific regions as economic zones, and the Sabah and Sarawak state governments also
autonomously operate land policies.

Agricultural and forestry management are also areas managed by state governments. The Pahang
state government can determine policies for establishing palm oil plantations, and the Sarawak state
government can exercise authority over logging permits. These can be applied differently based on
each region's natural environment and economic needs. State governments can independently
pursue resource utilization and environmental protection policies for their respective areas.

Islamic law and customs also fall under state government jurisdiction. While Malaysia recognizes
Islam as the official religion, the application of Sharia law is determined by each state government,
and the operation of Syariah Courts is also a state government responsibility. For example, the
Selangor state government can adjust the scope of Sharia law application, and policies related to
religious education are also decided at the state government level.
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Conflicts sometimes arise between the federal government and state governments. The Sabah and
Sarawak state governments were granted special autonomy when they joined the Malaysian
Federation in 1963, but as time passed and the federal government increasingly centralized more
powers, they have demanded expanded autonomy. The Sarawak state government wishes to control
its own petroleum and gas revenues and is negotiating with the federal government on this matter.

The scope of Islamic law application is also a contentious issue. The Kelantan state government
attempted to implement stricter Islamic criminal law (Hudud Law), but the federal government
declined to approve it, citing constitutional violations. This issue has become sensitive in Malaysia's
multiethnic and multireligious society.

The Role and Functions of Local Councils

Each state has its own constitution, state assembly, and a sultan or governor. The state assembly is
the state-level legislative body that enacts laws concerning issues within the state. However, the state
assembly's powers are limited to areas specified in the constitution. The administration of urban and
rural areas is handled by municipal councils. These councils manage urban planning, public
sanitation, and local infrastructure, and are mostly composed of members appointed by the state
government. While Malaysia's federal system has a strong centralizing tendency, there has been
increasing demand in recent years for local decentralization and enhanced autonomy.
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Chapter 8: Malaysia's Legal System
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Part Two: Malaysia's Political System

The Coexistence of Islamic Law and Secular Law

Malaysia has a unique legal system in which Islamic law (Sharia) and secular law (based on English
common law) coexist. Article 3 of the Federal Constitution designates Islam as the religion of the
Federation while guaranteeing the peaceful practice of other religions.

Secular courts handle criminal and civil cases and apply to all citizens. The Sharia courts, by contrast,
deal with Islamic law and have jurisdiction over Muslim family law, marriage, divorce, inheritance, and
certain religious violations. Each state operates its own Sharia courts, and the scope and
interpretation of Sharia law may vary from state to state.

Legal Challenges in a Multiethnic and Multireligious Society

Malaysia's multicultural character presents challenges to its legal system. The relationship between
Islamic law and secular law, as well as issues related to religious freedom, are frequent subjects of
debate.

For example, issues of apostasy (conversion from Islam to another religion), jurisdictional conflicts
between the dual court systems, and disputes over the rights of non-Muslim spouses and children
have created complex legal problems. One prominent case illustrating Malaysia's multicultural
character manifesting as legal conflict is the Lina Joy case. Lina Joy was born Muslim but converted
to Christianity as an adult. In Malaysia's legal system, formally renouncing Islam requires permission
from the Sharia courts. However, Lina Joy filed suit in secular court to change her religion and
requested that her identity card be amended to reflect a change from Islam to Christianity. The case
eventually reached the Federal Court, but the court ruled that it fell under the jurisdiction of the Sharia
courts (Islamic courts) rather than the secular courts, dismissing Lina Joy's petition. This case
represents a clear example of jurisdictional conflict between Islamic law and secular law and became
the subject of significant international controversy by revealing the limits of religious freedom in
Malaysia.

Another frequently cited problem is child custody disputes that arise when a spouse or parent
converts to Islam. For example, the Indira Gandhi case, which occurred in 2009, involved a husband
who converted to Islam without his wife's knowledge and unilaterally converted their children to Islam.
This case triggered a jurisdictional conflict between the civil courts and the Islamic courts, and as
each court issued different rulings, it sparked legal confusion and social controversy. Ultimately,
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Malaysia's Federal Court determined that the unilateral conversion of the children was illegal and
sided with the civil court's decision. This case is considered a prime example demonstrating the
severity of legal ambiguity and jurisdictional conflict. In this way, Malaysia's legal system continues to
experience complex and sensitive disputes in matters of religious freedom and family law due to the
coexistence of Islamic law and secular law.

Major Features of the Constitution

The Malaysian Federal Constitution, enacted at the time of independence from Britain in 1957, is the
supreme law of the nation and defines the fundamental structure and principles that form the basis of
Malaysia's political, social, and legal order. The Constitution has the character of supreme law
superior to all other laws, and any law or regulation that violates it can be declared null and void.

The Malaysian Constitution explicitly protects the fundamental rights and freedoms of its citizens.
These include the right to life and personal liberty, equality before the law for all persons, freedom of
expression, and freedom of religion. In practice, religious freedom is subject to certain restrictions,
and Muslims in particular are regulated by Islamic law.

One important feature of the Malaysian Constitution is the special status granted to Malays and the
indigenous peoples of Sabah and Sarawak, known as "Bumiputra" (literally, "sons of the soil"). Article
153 of the Constitution specifies that affirmative action policies are to be implemented across various
sectors, including education and public services, to protect the social and economic interests of
Malay and Bumiputra communities.

As a federal nation, the Malaysian Constitution clearly distinguishes the powers and responsibilities
between the federal and state governments. The federal government oversees major national matters
such as defense, foreign affairs, and economic policy, while the state governments hold regional and
limited authority over land, forests, natural resources, and Islamic-related affairs. The Constitution
maintains the federal structure through clear delineation of roles and division of authority between the
two levels of government.

Regarding citizenship, the Constitution also prescribes the conditions and procedures for becoming a
Malaysian citizen and details the rights and duties of citizens. Since debates over citizenship had
existed since independence, the Constitution sought to clearly codify these matters to contribute to
national unity and social stability.

The Constitution has been amended several times in response to historical and political changes.
Following the outbreak of the 1969 racial riots (known as the May 13 Incident), provisions were added
to the Constitution restricting public discussion of sensitive matters. These include legally regulating
open debate on issues such as the special status of Malays, the status of Malay as the national
language, and the authority of the sultans,matters that could provoke social tension. Though intended
to prevent ethnic conflict and foster social harmony, these restrictions simultaneously produced the
side effect of limiting freedom of expression and the development of democracy.
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Chapter 9: The Strategic Position of Malacca
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Part 3: The History and Importance of Malacca

The Geopolitical Importance of the Malacca Strait

The Malacca Strait is a narrow and long waterway situated between Malaysia and the island of
Sumatra in Indonesia, serving as one of the most vital shipping passages connecting the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. It stretches approximately 890 kilometers in length, with its narrowest
point measuring only about 2.8 kilometers across. This strategic location has made Malacca a critical
hub of global maritime trade.

The Malacca Strait provides the shortest shipping route from the Middle East and Africa to East Asia
and plays a pivotal role in connecting trade among Europe, the Middle East, India, Southeast Asia,
and East Asia. Historically, any power that controlled this strait could exercise tremendous economic
and political influence.

The Central Passage of East-West Maritime Trade Routes

Malacca developed into a center of maritime trade from the fifteenth century onward. The Malacca
port at that time could accommodate up to two thousand ships at once, drawing merchants from all
corners of the world. They traded primarily in spices, silk, ceramics, jewels, perfumes, dyes, and
metal goods.

Malacca's strategic location and excellent port facilities were well suited to sailing that made use of
the monsoon winds. During the northeast monsoon season (November through March), ships from
China and Japan anchored at Malacca, while during the southwest monsoon season (May through
September), vessels from India, Arab lands, and Africa arrived. This meant Malacca could sustain
active trade throughout the year.

Its Role in Modern International Trade

Today, the Malacca Strait stands as one of the world's busiest maritime passages. Approximately
ninety thousand vessels pass through it each year, carrying roughly forty percent of global maritime
trade and about twenty-five percent of the world's oil shipments. It is the primary route through which
Middle Eastern oil reaches energy-dependent East Asian nations including China, Japan, and South
Korea.

The strait's geopolitical importance continues to this day, and concerns over piracy and terrorism
have made it a major focus of international security. Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore conduct joint



31

patrols to ensure the safety of the Malacca Strait, while major powers including the United States,
China, Japan, and India demonstrate significant interest in the security of the region.

While Malacca city is no longer a major port as it was in the past, it has become an important tourist
destination in Malaysia due to its historical significance and status as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. The city stands as living evidence of the fusion of East and West cultures and the historical
importance of maritime trade.
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Chapter 10: The Contest for Malacca
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Part 3: The History and Significance of Malacca

The Background and Process of Portuguese Occupation of Malacca

In the late 15th century, Europe was gripped with a desire to pioneer new maritime routes. Portugal
actively pursued maritime exploration to gain direct access to the spices of India and Southeast Asia.
At that time, Arab merchants controlled the spice trade, and through them, Italian city-states such as
Venice and Genoa supplied spices to Europe. Portugal sought to bypass these middlemen and
conduct direct trade.

In 1498, Vasco da Gama's arrival in Calicut, India, after rounding the southern tip of Africa, marked a
historic turning point. Thereafter, Portugal rapidly expanded its influence in the Indian Ocean. Afonso
de Albuquerque, appointed as Portugal's viceroy in India, focused on securing strategic strongholds
to establish Portuguese dominance in Asian trade.

Albuquerque recognized precisely the strategic importance of Malacca. He reportedly said, "Whoever
controls Malacca controls the noose around the neck of Venice." This meant that by controlling
Malacca, one could command the flow of trade between East and West.

In 1509, Portugal defeated the combined fleets of Egypt and Gujarat in the Battle of Diu, thereby
establishing maritime dominance in the Indian Ocean. Based on this victory, Albuquerque led an
expedition in July 1511, commanding 18 ships and approximately 1,200 troops, to attack Malacca.

At that time, Malacca was ruled by Sultan Mahmud Shah. He resisted the Portuguese expedition, but
could not overcome the superior firepower and tactical advantages of the Portuguese forces. After
more than a month of fighting, on August 24, Malacca fell into Portuguese hands. Sultan Mahmud
Shah fled to Johor, where he subsequently established the Sultanate of Johor.

Portugal built a fortress named 'A Famosa' (meaning 'famous' or 'strong') in Malacca to defend the
city. This fortress was constructed using stones from local buildings and became a symbol of
Portuguese rule in Malacca. Portugal also established Catholic churches and began missionary
activities.

The occupation of Malacca provided Portugal with the opportunity to control the center of Asian trade.
However, Portugal's exclusive trade policies caused many Asian merchants, particularly Muslim
merchants, to relocate to other ports. As a result, trading activities in Malacca declined compared to
the pre-Portuguese occupation period.
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The Dutch-Portuguese War

From the late 16th century onward, the Netherlands emerged as a new maritime power. The
establishment of the Dutch East India Company (VOC: Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie) in 1602
marked the beginning of the Netherlands' systematic expansion in Asian trade. The VOC sought to
break Portuguese trade monopoly and enter the Asian market.

Initially, the Netherlands focused on the Indonesian archipelago and the spice-rich Molucca Islands
(Maluku). In 1605, they occupied Ambon, and in 1619, they founded Batavia (present-day Jakarta) on
Java as the headquarters of the VOC.

The Netherlands' interest in Malacca stemmed from geopolitical factors. By controlling the Malacca
Strait, they could command the flow of Asian trade and weaken their rival Portugal. Moreover,
Malacca was located at an important position connecting Batavia and other trading posts in Asia.

The Netherlands pursued alliances with local powers to attack Malacca. The Sultanate of Johor
harbored hostile feelings toward Portugal and was willing to cooperate with the Netherlands. In 1636,
the Netherlands and Johor concluded a treaty for an attack on Malacca.

In 1640, the Netherlands, with support from the Sultanate of Johor, besieged Malacca. After a
five-month siege, on January 14, 1641, the Portuguese garrison in Malacca surrendered. This ended
130 years of Portuguese rule, and Malacca came under Dutch control.

The Dutch occupation of Malacca symbolized the decline of the Portuguese Empire and the
strengthening of Dutch dominance in Asian trade. Subsequently, Britain temporarily occupied
Malacca in 1795, but it was returned to the Netherlands in 1818.

Among Chinese writings, a work from the Qing Dynasty titled 'Haiwai Soushen Lu' (Records of Gods
Overseas) contains detailed accounts of Malacca's trading conditions at that time. The author Chen
Lunxiang wrote: 'After the Hongmao (Red-haired, meaning Dutch) took control of Malacca, they
granted greater freedom to Chinese merchants, and as a result, many Chinese migrated to Malacca.'
Furthermore, the record stating 'The Hongmao favor silver, and highly value Chinese ceramics and
silk' illustrates the trading relationship between the Netherlands and China at that time.

The Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824 and Malacca's Fate

From the late 18th century onward, Britain began to expand its influence in Southeast Asia. In 1786,
Francis Light of the British East India Company obtained Penang Island from Sultan Abdullah and
named it 'Prince of Wales Island.' Penang became Britain's first Straits Settlement.

During the Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815), Britain temporarily seized the overseas colonies of the
Netherlands. Malacca was under British control from 1795 to 1818 (with the exception of 1818-1824).
After the war, Britain returned most colonies to the Netherlands, but competition between the two
great powers for influence in Southeast Asia continued.
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In 1819, Thomas Stamford Raffles obtained Singapore Island from the Sultan of Johor and
established a British trading base. Singapore's strategic location and free trade policy rapidly
developed the small island into an important port.

The fate of Malacca was determined by the Anglo-Dutch Treaty of 1824. This treaty formalized the
division of influence in Southeast Asia between the two European great powers. The main provisions
were as follows:

The Netherlands ceded Malacca and all its colonies on the Indian mainland to Britain.

Britain ceded Bencoolen in Sumatra and other colonies in the Indonesian archipelago to the
Netherlands.

The Netherlands renounced all claims to Singapore.

Britain renounced all claims to Sumatra.

Through this arrangement, the Malay Peninsula became within the British sphere of influence, while
the Indonesian archipelago became within the Dutch sphere.

Through this treaty, Malacca became part of the British Straits Settlements and, along with Penang
and Singapore, became an important component of Britain's system of Southeast Asian colonies.
However, due to Singapore's rapid development, the relative importance of Malacca declined.

In the early 19th century, Isabella Bird, a British traveler and renowned author, journeyed through
several regions of Southeast Asia and recorded the landscapes and impressions she directly
experienced, as well as history and culture. In her travel journal titled 'The Golden Chersonese and
the Way Thither,' published in 1883, there appears a vivid description of Malacca, a historic city
located in present-day Malaysia.

Isabella Bird recorded the appearance of Malacca at that time in the following terms:

"The glory of the past has faded, yet still the city retains attractive traces of history."

This brief sentence encapsulates the history of Malacca and the impression of the city she felt at that
time. In other words, it once was a prosperous and magnificent trading port and strategic stronghold,
but by the time of her visit, a considerable portion of its past grandeur and vitality had already
disappeared, leaving only traces of the past. However, rather than portraying Malacca as a place of
decline or unattractive character, Isabella Bird instead emphasizes the historical value and unique
beauty of the city. The phrase 'attractive traces of history' in her expression suggests that although its
era of prosperity had passed, the city still possessed abundant cultural and historical heritage, and
through it could offer visitors a special emotional experience.

She recorded being deeply impressed by Malacca's distinctive urban landscape. This landscape is
distinctive because Malacca, having undergone colonial rule by three European powers in succession
throughout history (Portugal, the Netherlands, and Britain), each left architectural characteristics that
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combined harmoniously in one place. The distinct architectural styles of different cultures and eras
existing together in Malacca's urban landscape clearly illustrate the uniqueness and special quality
she felt during her travels. In other words, the city of Malacca was not merely an old remnant
symbolizing past glory, but rather formed a distinctive landscape like a 'living museum' with different
cultures and histories intricately interwoven and fused. Even today, Malacca has been designated a
UNESCO World Heritage Site based on this historical background and maintains its reputation as a
historic city. Isabella Bird's account not only conveys the landscape of Malacca in detail but also
continues to greatly assist contemporary travelers in understanding and appreciating the charm of
Malacca.

Changes in Malacca's Status During the Imperial Age

Under British rule, Malacca no longer maintained its status as a major trading center. Singapore rose
to prominence as the center of British Southeast Asian trade, and Penang also developed into an
important port. Malacca remained a secondary port, relying mainly on regional trade.

However, Malacca developed into a unique city where diverse cultures merged. Portuguese, Dutch,
and British colonial rule each left cultural and architectural legacies in the city. Additionally, various
Asian cultures including Malay, Chinese, Indian, and Arab coexisted.

Noteworthy is the development of Peranakan or Baba-Nyonya culture. This arose from cultural mixing
between Chinese immigrant communities and the indigenous Malay population, developing a
distinctive architecture, cuisine, language, and clothing style. Peranakan merchants played an
important role in Malacca's economy, and their ornate mansions have become major tourist
attractions in present-day Malacca.

During the British colonial period, Malacca was administered as part of the Straits Settlements. In
1867, the Straits Settlements came under direct control of the British government, separating from
the British East India Company. After the Pangkor Treaty of 1874, Britain expanded its influence to
other regions of the Malay Peninsula, which ultimately led to the formation of the Federated Malay
States and the Unfederated Malay States.

In the early 20th century, Malacca experienced a degree of economic revival due to the development
of rubber and tin industries. However, Malacca during this period was merely a small provincial town
compared to its past glory.

From 1942 to 1945 during World War II, Malacca experienced Japanese occupation. The Japanese
military referred to the city as 'Shin Malacca' (New Malacca), and during this period, the local
population suffered greatly.

After the war, the Malay Peninsula began its path toward independence. The Federation of Malaya
achieved independence in 1957, and in 1963, the Federation of Malaysia was formed. With this,
Malacca became a state of Malaysia.
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Today, Malacca is a historic city retaining traces of the imperial age. In 2008, together with
Georgetown (Penang), it was designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The historic center of
Malacca preserves buildings from various colonial eras and multicultural heritage, which has become
an important tourism resource for Malaysia.
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Chapter 11: The Formation of Multicultural Malacca
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Part III: The History and Significance of Malacca

The Fusion of European, Chinese, Indian, and Arab Cultures

Malacca developed into a unique city where cultures of East and West met and merged. Centuries of
international trade and the settlement of people from diverse cultural regions transformed Malacca
into a truly multicultural city. This cultural diversity is one of the greatest attractions of Malacca today.

European influence reached Malacca through three colonial powers: Portugal, the Netherlands, and
Britain. Portugal left behind architectural structures such as A Famosa fortress and St. Paul's Church,
introducing Catholic religion and Kristang culture. Kristang refers to mixed descendants of
Portuguese and local people, who developed their own unique language and culture. This language
is based on Portuguese but was influenced by Malay and other local languages.

The Netherlands constructed distinctive red buildings such as the Stadthuys and influenced
administrative and legal systems. Britain left lasting impacts on education systems, urban planning,
and infrastructure.

China exercised deep and extensive influence on Malaccan culture throughout a long history, and
this influence remains distinctly visible today. In the early 15th century, the renowned admiral and
explorer Zheng He of the Ming Dynasty led a fleet to visit Malacca, which became an important
starting point for exchange between China and Malacca. Zheng He's visit did not end with a
temporary voyage or trade purpose; it became the catalyst for large-scale settlement of Chinese
people in Malacca thereafter.

This Chinese migration peaked between the 15th and 17th centuries, with merchants and laborers
from Fujian Province and Guangdong Province in southern China settling in Malacca in large
numbers. These migrants from this region engaged primarily in maritime trade and commercial
activities, contributing greatly to Malacca's economic development, and they played an important role
in making Malacca the center of Southeast Asian maritime trade. Chinese from Fujian Province built
trade networks linking their homeland with Malacca, playing a central role in Malacca's growth as a
hub on the maritime Silk Road connecting China and Southeast Asia.

Beyond these economic impacts, Chinese people spread their traditional religions and cultures in
Malacca, establishing various religious and social organizations. The Cheng Hoon Teng temple,
located in central Malacca, is Malaysia's oldest Chinese Buddhist temple, built in the mid-17th century
(1646), and served as the spiritual and cultural center of the Chinese community. This temple follows
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typical South Chinese architectural style and was established and operated by Chinese immigrants
from Fujian Province. The Cheng Hoon Teng temple continues to function as a representative
religious facility for Malacca's Chinese residents today and is also popular with tourists.

Immigrants from China actively organized clan associations based on their regional origins and
surnames. Notable examples include the Hokkien Huay Kuan and Guangdong Association
established in Malacca, which bound people from each region of origin, provided mutual assistance
and social networks, and served as centers for inheriting Chinese traditional culture. These
associations promoted harmony between regions, resolved problems within communities, and
became the foundation for expanding the influence of Chinese society in Malacca.

Over time, the Chinese community naturally formed richer hybrid cultures through interaction and
intermarriage with local Malays. Wang Dahai, a scholar from the Qing Dynasty, mentioned the
Chinese name for Malacca, 'Mao Cheng,' in his work titled Hai Dao Yi Sheng, and recorded that
many Chinese people already reside in this city, and they marry local people to create new culture.
This serves as historical evidence showing that the Peranakan culture, known as Chinese-Malay, had
already formed at that time. The Peranakan community developed a unique culture blending Chinese
tradition and Malay culture. They created new cultures including their own unique language
(Baba-Nyonya language), cuisine (Peranakan food), and clothing (Kebaya dress in batik style), and
are now widely known as symbolic cultural heritage of Malacca.

The cultural, social, and economic influences of China are deeply rooted as important elements
constituting Malacca's identity, and today Malacca remains a city where traces and traditions of
Chinese culture remain vibrantly alive, making it an interesting subject of study and tourist attraction
for many visitors and scholars.

Indian cultural influence is also distinct. From the time of the Malacca Kingdom, Indian merchants
(Tamils and Gujaratis) settled in Malacca. They engaged in trade in textiles, jewelry, and spices, and
established Hindu temples. During the British colonial period, more Indians migrated to Malacca as
civil servants, merchants, and laborers.

India's influence on Malacca's culture has been very clear and continuous from the very beginning of
Malacca's history. During the Malacca Kingdom period between the 15th and 16th centuries,
merchants from India were already deeply participating in the economic and cultural development of
Malacca, taking root there. At that time, the Malacca Kingdom was gaining fame as an international
maritime trading port, and Indian merchants' active commercial activities occupied a significant
portion of the center of this prosperity.

The most actively engaged groups of Indian merchants were primarily people from the Tamil region
of India and the Gujarat region. Tamil merchants primarily departed from Chennai (formerly Madras),
the port city of South India, and settled in Malacca, while Gujarat merchants sailed from Cambay and
Surat, the major port cities of western India, to Malacca. Tamil merchants engaged primarily in trade
of fine textiles and cotton, and spices, while Gujarat merchants took gold and jewelry, pearls, and
precious stones as their main commodities. These merchants from both regions activated Malacca's
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economy and played a key role in making the city a world trade center.

Gujarat merchants gained renown through trade in fine jewelry and textiles, accumulating substantial
wealth. They formed their own commercial districts in central Malacca and established various
markets (bazaars) where they traded Indian goods to local people and other foreign merchants.
According to contemporary records, major markets in Malacca were dominated by Indian merchants,
and local Malay royalty and nobility also preferred Indian textiles and jewelry, actively engaging in
trade with them.

What Indians brought to Malacca was more than just economic influence. They actively spread their
religion and culture to the places where they settled, deeply rooting Hindu culture in Malaccan
society. A notable example is the Sri Poyatha Vinayagar Moorthi Temple, an ancient Hindu temple
built as early as the 18th century in Malacca. This temple is known as the oldest Hindu temple in all of
Malaysia and was built in 1781 by Tamil merchants. The central deity enshrined in the temple is
Ganesha, believed to remove obstacles and bring good fortune, and important religious events of the
Tamil community continue to be held there today.

From the 19th century through the early 20th century, the British colonial period, more Indians began
flowing into Malacca. During this period, Indians not only engaged in commercial activities but also
migrated to work in various occupations including civil servants, administrative positions, teachers,
technicians, and police for the British colonial government. Additionally, large numbers of Indian
laborers settled in Malacca for large-scale projects including rubber plantations, tin mines, and
railway construction at that time. These laborers were primarily from South Indian regions where
Tamil was spoken, and over time their descendants became completely settled locally and became
part of Malaccan society.

These groups of Indian immigrants formed various social and cultural organizations to protect and
develop their cultural traditions. Tamil-origin Indians formed the Chetti community, which remains
today as a representative Indian community culture in Malacca. Unlike other regions of Malaysia, the
Chetti community is a unique community that maintains Hindu tradition while speaking Malay, forming
culture blended with local culture. Their culture remains vividly alive in various fields including Tamil
traditional clothing, Tamil wedding customs, and Tamil food culture, blending closely with local Malay
society.

India's influence is also distinctly apparent in Malacca's food culture. Today, on Malacca's streets and
in restaurants, one can easily find various Indian foods including Tamil banana leaf rice, tandoori
chicken, roti canai, South Indian curry, and other dishes. This is the result of Indians who settled in
Malacca over hundreds of years preserving and spreading their food culture. Roti canai, such a food,
established itself as a representative breakfast menu in Malacca and developed into a representative
food loved throughout Malaysia.

In this way, Indians maintained their own identity while simultaneously forming unique cultures that
fused with local Malaccan society in diverse fields including economy, religion, food, and culture. It
can be said that Indian people's long historical contributions and active cultural exchange are deeply
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rooted in the background of Malacca being evaluated today as the most culturally diverse city in
Southeast Asia.

Arab and Middle Eastern influence was primarily transmitted through Islam. Arab, Persian, and
Gujarati Muslim merchants spread Islamic culture in Malacca, which merged with Malay culture.
Malacca has mosques with distinctive architectural styles such as the Kampung Kling Mosque, which
show a form mixing Middle Eastern, Indian, Malay, and Chinese architectural elements. Malacca
thrived as a center of maritime trade connecting East and West, and from an early period maintained
close exchange with merchants from Arab and Middle Eastern regions, and this influence is distinctly
apparent in the religious aspect. Arab and Middle Eastern culture began to flow into the Malacca
region in earnest after the 13th to 14th centuries, with Arab and Persian merchants and Muslim
merchants from Gujarat region engaging actively and spreading Islam. At that time, Muslim
merchants created economic wealth through trade and naturally spread Islam through continuous
exchange and marriage with local residents.

The conversion to Islam of Sultan Parameswara, the sultan of the Malacca Kingdom in the early 15th
century, became the decisive turning point for Arab and Middle Eastern Islamic culture to become
firmly established in Malacca. With the formal adoption of Islam by the Malacca Kingdom, Malacca
established itself as Southeast Asia's first Islamic sultanate and contributed greatly to the Islamization
of the entire region. At that time, Arab merchants and Middle Eastern Islamic scholars advanced even
to the Malacca court, wielding great influence throughout politics, economy, and culture of the
kingdom. Through this, Malacca grew to become the most important center of Islamic culture in
Southeast Asia.

Arab and Middle Eastern influence is distinctly apparent in the religious architectural style of Malacca.
A representative example is the famous Kampung Kling Mosque, built in 1748. The Kampung Kling
Mosque boasts a unique architectural style difficult to find elsewhere not just in Malacca but
throughout Southeast Asia, combining Arab style from the Middle East, Gujarat style from India, and
both Chinese and Malay traditional styles. The mosque's roof is covered with Chinese-style tiles, the
tower (minaret) is built in a form fusing Mughal and Persian style from India, and the interior is
decorated with arches from Middle Eastern Islamic architecture and Arabic calligraphy. This unique
hybrid style clearly demonstrates that Malacca was a center of international exchange connecting the
Middle East and Asia.

Arab and Middle Eastern merchants spread not only Islamic religion but also Islamic law (Sharia) and
Arabic script in Malacca, which exerted deep influence even on local society's legal systems and
educational frameworks. Over the 15th and 16th centuries, Islamic scholars from Middle Eastern
regions were actively engaged in Malacca, and records in several historical documents confirm that
they taught Islamic theology and law at the Malacca court and provided consultation. For example,
the Hukum Kanun Melaka, known as the representative legal code of the Malacca Kingdom, is a
document distinctly influenced by Islamic law Sharia, composed in a form combining Arab legal
concepts and Malay traditional customs.



41

The historical records of Malacca, the Sejarah Melayu (Malay Chronicles), also present detailed
content showing that Arab and Middle Eastern merchants were closely connected with local society.
According to this document, Muslim scholars and merchants from Arab and Persian origins served as
high-ranking officials or royal advisors in the kingdom, providing political, economic, and religious
advice to Malacca's rulers, and even formed marriage relationships within the palace, becoming
deeply rooted in local elite circles.

Linguistically, the influence of Arabic in Malay is powerfully apparent. A considerable number of
Malay vocabulary words are borrowed from Arabic, with Arabic vocabulary used abundantly in
religion, education, and legal fields. For example, the Malay word 'sekolah,' meaning 'school,' is
derived from the Arabic 'madrasah,' and 'hukum,' meaning 'law,' is a word directly borrowed from
Arabic 'hukm.' This linguistic influence clearly demonstrates that Islamic culture has deeply
permeated throughout Malaccan society.

Furthermore, Islamic culture introduced from the Middle East brought major changes to Malacca's
traditional clothing and food culture. The Baju Melayu worn traditionally by men in the Malacca region
and the Baju Kurung worn by women developed with inspiration from Middle Eastern Islamic clothing,
reflecting Islamic aesthetics emphasizing appropriate body coverage and elegance. Also, the
establishment of the Halal concept essential to Malacca's food culture and various Middle Eastern
foods was accomplished through the influence of Muslim merchants.

In this way, Arab and Middle Eastern cultural influence in Malacca is not limited to trade and religious
spread but has taken deep root throughout society and daily life, spanning architecture, language,
law, clothing, and food. Even today, Malacca maintains its appeal as a city actively preserving Islamic
culture transmitted from Arab and Middle Eastern regions while simultaneously holding unique
Islamic culture distinctly fused with local Malay culture.

The Birth of Peranakan (Baba-Nyonya) Culture

The most distinctive and important cultural fusion in Malacca is the development of Peranakan or
Baba-Nyonya culture. This culture originated from marriages between Chinese male migrants who
settled in Malacca in the 15th-17th centuries and local Malay women.

'Peranakan' carries the meaning 'born locally' in Malay, with 'Baba' referring to Chinese men and
'Nyonya' referring to women. They maintained Chinese national identity and religious practices
(ancestor worship, Buddhism, Taoism) while adopting Malay language, cooking methods, and
clothing styles. As a result, a unique hybrid culture was born.

The characteristics of Peranakan culture are as follows

Language They used a unique language called Baba Malay, which was based on Malay and
influenced by Hokkien Chinese and English.

Cuisine Nyonya cuisine combines Chinese cooking techniques and Malay spices, creating a
distinctive cuisine. Representative examples include Laksa, Pongteh, and Ayam Buah Keluak.
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Clothing Women wore a combination of Kebaya (an embroidered blouse) and Sarong (Malay
traditional cloth), while men combined Chinese-style clothing with elements influenced by the West.

Jewelry Nyonya women were famous for ornate jewelry and accessories, with the kerosang (gold pin)
and beaded slippers being characteristic.

Architecture The residences of Peranakan merchants took unique forms mixing Chinese, European,
and Malay architectural styles. Ornate tile decoration, interior courtyards, and intricate woodworking
were characteristic features.

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, Peranakan merchants played important roles in the economies
of Malacca, Singapore, and Penang. They maintained close relationships with the British colonial
government, and many Peranakans received English education and worked in professional
occupations such as doctors, lawyers, and businessmen.

After Malaysia's independence in 1957, Peranakan culture underwent some decline, but recently
efforts toward preservation and revival have been undertaken as its value as cultural heritage has
been recognized. Today, Malacca has a Peranakan museum, and many Peranakan residences are
open to tourists.

Religious Diversity and Coexistence

Malacca is well known as a city with abundant religious diversity where various ethnic groups and
religious communities have exchanged with each other and practiced coexistence through a long
historical flow. This city has grown over centuries with Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity, and
other diverse religions coexisting harmoniously, and such diversity remains vividly present today in
the city's overall life and daily affairs. Visitors to Malacca can observe the special sight of
communities with different faiths coexisting peacefully within a small area, maintaining their own
beliefs and traditions while actively exchanging with one another.

Malacca's religious diversity is distinctly revealed in the city's physical landscape. Within the city
center, Islamic mosques, Chinese temples, Hindu temples, Christian churches, and other religious
facilities of different faiths coexist peacefully within just a few minutes' walking distance of each other,
and residents actively maintain frequent daily exchange while preserving their own religious identities.

For example, local residents participate in festivals of other religions regardless of their own beliefs,
often extending greetings to one another. During Ramadan, when Muslims break their fast at Iftar
celebrations, or at Chinese New Year festivals hosted by Chinese residents, and at Deepavali
festivals of Indian residents, all residents can be observed regularly crossing religious and ethnic
boundaries to visit each other and share food and blessings.

Islam has held an important place in Malaccan society for centuries. Built in 1728, the Kampung Hulu
Mosque stands as one of Malaysia's oldest mosques, remarkable for its architectural merit. This
mosque serves not merely as a place of worship but has long functioned as a space where members
of the local community exchange ideas socially and culturally, strengthening bonds of harmony
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among neighbors. During Friday afternoon prayers and major Islamic holidays, residents gather
inside and around the mosque to share food and reinforce community ties. The Kampung Hulu
Mosque displays a distinctive form blending Indian Mughal style, Chinese roofing, European columns,
and Malay traditional design, eloquently reflecting Malacca's unique cultural fusion.

The Cheng Hoon Teng Temple, a prime example of Chinese Buddhist architecture, serves as a
spiritual center for Malacca's Chinese community. Built in 1646 by Chinese immigrants from Fujian
Province, it stands in traditional southern Chinese architectural style. To this day, the temple remains
an important place of worship for local Chinese residents and a hub of social exchange; during
festivals and ceremonial occasions, numerous Chinese families visit to light incense, perform
ancestral rites, and reaffirm their sense of community solidarity.

Hinduism likewise has played a significant role in Malacca's history. Founded in 1781 by Tamil
merchants, the Sri Poyyatha Vinayagar Moorthi Temple is renowned as Malaysia's first Hindu temple,
and to this day it remains actively used for worship, prayer, and various ceremonial events. During
Deepavali, the major Hindu festival celebrated there, many local residents and tourists gather to
enjoy the Festival of Lights together, demonstrating that Hindu traditions and Tamil culture remain
vibrant and alive.

Christianity also figures prominently in Malacca's history. Spread from the time of Portuguese colonial
rule, Christianity expanded rapidly throughout the region through the missionary work of Francis
Xavier, a Roman Catholic priest. From 1545 to 1552, Xavier worked in Malacca and conducted active
missionary efforts among the local population, and his influence persists to this day. St. Paul's
Church, where he carried out his work, changed appearance under subsequent Dutch and British rule
but remains beloved as a historical heritage site by local Christians and tourists alike. Today, various
Christian churches continue to exist in Malacca, and Christianity remains deeply rooted in residents'
lives, with services held weekly.

Moreover, historical records show that Judaism also coexisted in Malacca. Documentation exists of
Sephardic Jews who fled religious persecution in Spain and Portugal during the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries and settled temporarily in Malacca, demonstrating that the region had long
accepted and welcomed religious diversity.

The reason these diverse religions could coexist peacefully lay in the open and tolerant attitudes of
Malaccan residents. Different religious communities maintained peaceful daily exchange and
cooperation, building a culture of mutual understanding and respect for their differences. Residents
kept their own religious traditions while celebrating each other's festivals, sharing food with
neighbors, and living together naturally and harmoniously.

This spirit of religious diversity and coexistence receives high praise in foreign literature as well. Just
as British author Isabella Bird described Malacca as "a city where remarkably diverse cultures and
religions are in perfect harmony" in her work The Golden Chersonese and the Way Thither, Malacca
continues to be regarded by many visitors and scholars as a "living history textbook" for its religious
diversity and inclusiveness.
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Malacca's multicultural character goes beyond mere coexistence of diverse cultures, having formed a
unique regional identity through cultural fusion and innovation. The way diverse religious traditions
harmonize in a single space demonstrates symbolically the ideal of multicultural coexistence that
Malaysia as a whole pursues. These traditions of religious diversity and mutual respect remain to this
day as important social and cultural assets of Malacca, leaving deep impressions on international
visitors.

Sultan Mansur Shah and Princess Han Lifu

There is a story carried on the cool breeze of the Malacca Strait, filled with the scent of the sea. It is a
tale of love connecting the most prosperous kingdom of Southeast Asia and the great empire of East
Asia in the mid-fifteenth century. The marriage of Sultan Mansur Shah and Princess Han Lifu
transcended mere political alliance, representing an encounter between two great civilizations and
serving as a pivotal historical event that shaped Malacca's multicultural identity.

In 1444, Mansur Shah ascended the throne following Sultan Muzaffar Shah and proved to be a young
ruler of great ambition. Building upon the foundation his father had established, Mansur Shah sought
to develop Malacca into Southeast Asia's premier trading center. Hundreds of vessels entered and
left Malacca harbor daily, and merchants from diverse regions including Arabia, India, China, Java,
and Thailand crowded its docks.

Mansur Shah devoted himself to strengthening diplomatic relations with neighboring states to foster
trade and expand his kingdom's influence. Among these relationships, his connection with the Ming
Dynasty held special significance. At that time, the Ming maintained exchanges with Southeast Asia
even within its maritime prohibition policy through the expeditions of Admiral Zheng He, and Malacca
served as the crucial hub of such commerce.

In 1455, Mansur Shah dispatched a special envoy to Emperor Jingtai of the Ming Dynasty. Seeking to
secure exclusive trading rights with China and elevate Malacca's international standing, he proposed
a marriage alliance with the Chinese imperial house. Emperor Jingtai considered the proposal
favorably, and his response arrived the following year.

"Your Majesty, an envoy from across the deep blue sea has arrived at the palace," reported an
eunuch of the Ming court to the emperor. "The Sultan of Malacca has sent a special request,
swearing eternal friendship with our Great Ming."

Emperor Jingtai understood how significant this small Southeast Asian kingdom was to his empire.
Malacca served as a vital gateway through which Chinese merchants could trade with the Western
world. Moreover, according to reports from Admiral Zheng He, Malacca was a well-ordered and
prosperous kingdom.

After deep deliberation, the emperor made his decision. "I shall accept the Sultan of Malacca's
request. I will send a princess bearing imperial blood to cement the friendship between our two
nations."
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The chosen person was Princess Han Lifu. As a distant relative of the imperial house, known for her
beauty and wisdom, she was entrusted with this mission. At first, Han Lifu harbored fears about
departure to an unfamiliar land, but she accepted her duty to the dynasty.

In the spring of 1457, Princess Han Lifu's escorting fleet departed Beijing in grand fashion. Some five
hundred attendants and palace ladies accompanied her, and the ships carried precious gifts including
fine silks, ceramics, jewels, and spices. The journey would traverse the China coast, cross the South
China Sea, and reach the Malacca Strait, requiring approximately three months of sailing.

During the voyage, Han Lifu stood on deck gazing at the endless expanse of sea, contemplating the
unknown kingdom toward which she sailed. At her side stood Huang Xin, an experienced interpreter
and advisor.

"Your Highness, Malacca is a small but prosperous kingdom. Admiral Zheng He visited there three
times. Sultan Mansur Shah is known to be a wise and just ruler," Huang Xin assured her.

Han Lifu nodded quietly. "What frightens me is not the unfamiliar land, but my role there. I do not wish
to be merely a tool of diplomacy, but rather a bridge connecting two great civilizations."

In the summer of 1457, when Han Lifu's fleet arrived at Malacca's harbor, the entire city was seized
with festive spirit. Sultan Mansur Shah came to the harbor in person to receive the Chinese princess.
He was a man in his early thirties with an assured bearing, possessed of dignified demeanor and a
kindly smile.

At the moment of their first meeting, Mansur Shah marveled at Princess Han Lifu's beauty. She
descended from the ship in an ornate traditional Chinese ceremonial dress, her demeanor graceful
and dignified. Though they spoke different languages, their eyes reflected mutual respect and
curiosity.

"Our Malacca cannot compare to your Highness's beauty, but we humbly ask that you accept our
sincere welcome," Mansur Shah said through an interpreter.

Han Lifu answered with respectful deference. "Great Sultan, I have come for the friendship of our two
nations. Your kingdom has already captivated me with its beauty."

The path to Malacca's palace was adorned with flowers and spices, and thousands of citizens
gathered in the streets to catch a glimpse of the exotic princess. Han Lifu's arrival marked a historic
moment heralding the beginning of a new era.

The wedding ceremony combined Islamic tradition with Chinese ritual. Han Lifu converted to Islam
and received the Malay name "Raja Puteri" (Princess), yet her Chinese identity was simultaneously
respected. Mansur Shah established a special settlement for her and her attendants, which would
later become known as Bukit Cina (China Hill).

Though they initially faced difficulties due to language and cultural differences, Mansur Shah and Han
Lifu gradually developed a relationship of deepening understanding and respect. Han Lifu learned
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Malay and adapted to Islamic customs, while Mansur Shah displayed profound interest in Chinese
culture and philosophy.

"Your culture is truly profound," Han Lifu said one evening as she taught him Chinese calligraphy.
"Each character carries thousands of years of history and wisdom within it."

Mansur Shah smiled. "Like your people, their knowledge and skills are great gifts to our kingdom. We
can learn much from each other."

Princess Han Lifu's influence extended beyond the court throughout Malaccan society. Her
attendants, artisans, and craftsmen settled in Malacca and spread Chinese culture, architecture,
cuisine, and craftsmanship. Through marriages with local people, they became the progenitors of a
distinctive hybrid cultural community known as Peranakan or Baba-Nyonya.

While Mansur Shah and Han Lifu's marriage bore the character of a political alliance, genuine
affection and esteem grew between them over time. Together they raised several children, who
inherited both Chinese and Malay heritage, reinforcing Malacca's multicultural royal tradition.

During Mansur Shah's reign (1444-1477), Malacca reached its golden age. Thanks to its special
relationship with China, trade flourished and the kingdom's influence expanded to the Malay
Peninsula and parts of Sumatra. Han Lifu served as a wise advisor supporting her husband's rule and
played an important role in diplomatic relations with China.

After Mansur Shah's death, it is said that Han Lifu spent her remaining years at Bukit Cina. There
remain Chinese burial grounds and a well commemorating her and her attendants. This heritage site
has become an important historical and cultural landmark of Malacca.

The love story of Sultan Mansur Shah and Princess Han Lifu transcends simple romance to become
a symbol of intercultural understanding and fusion. Their union proved decisive in forming Malacca's
multicultural identity and established the beginning point of Chinese-Malay cultural exchange that
continues to this day.

Beginning in the fifteenth century, Chinese men who settled in Malacca married local Malay women,
forming a distinctive hybrid culture known as Peranakan. They developed their own language, dress,
and cuisine by fusing Chinese and Malay traditions, greatly enriching Malacca's multicultural
landscape. Peranakan culture stands as a beautiful result of love and union among different peoples,
remaining an important cultural heritage of Malacca to this day.

Peranakan culture stands as a beautiful exemplar of Malaysia and Malacca's cultural diversity. This
distinctive cultural fusion, beginning in the fifteenth century, has developed across long stretches of
time.

The origins of Peranakan culture are closely tied to Chinese merchants' settlement in Malacca.
Several hundred Chinese attendants who arrived with Princess Han Lifu played a crucial role. As they
settled locally and married Malay women, cultural fusion occurred naturally.
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Men were called "Baba" and women "Nyonya." While maintaining Chinese ancestral veneration and
family values, they actively embraced Malay language and customs. Over time, they developed their
own distinctive cultural identity.

Peranakan society developed a distinctive dialect called "Baba Malay." Rooted in Malay, it freely
incorporated vocabulary and expressions from Chinese (Hokkien), creating a unique linguistic form.
This language served as an important vehicle for expressing their distinctive identity.

Fusion also occurred in dress culture. Nyonya women wore the Malay-style kebaya and long sarong,
but adorned them with Chinese embroidery techniques and vibrant colors. The Nyonya kebaya,
characterized by intricate beadwork and ornate patterns, showcased the artistic sensibility and
refinement of Peranakan women.

The most widely known aspect of Peranakan culture is perhaps 'Nyonya cuisine'. This cuisine is
based on Chinese cooking methods, but boldly merges Malay and Indonesian spices and cooking
techniques. Dishes such as Laksa, Asam Fish, and Babi Pongteh are famous for their complex spice
combinations and rich flavors.

Nyonya cuisine is characterized by abundant use of local spices such as tamarind, lemongrass,
galangal, and chili, combined with Chinese cooking techniques. This unique flavor combination
perfectly demonstrates the creative fusion of Peranakan culture.

Peranakan houses display a unique form that blends Chinese traditional architecture with Malay and
European colonial styles. These 'shophouses' with their narrow, deep structure are known for ornate
tiles, intricate woodcraft, and decoration combining Chinese motifs and Malay patterns.

The distinctive aesthetic of Peranakan culture appears in crafts such as ceramics, furniture, and
jewelry. Peranakan ceramics with their vibrant colors and intricate designs were symbols of their
aesthetic taste and wealth.

Today, Peranakan culture is recognized as an important cultural heritage of Malaysia. Several
museums and cultural centers in Melaka and Penang preserve and display this unique culture.
Peranakan cuisine also remains an important part of Malaysian cuisine, still enjoyed in many
restaurants and homes.

Although modernization and urbanization have reduced traditional Peranakan ways of life, their
cultural legacy continues to be studied and celebrated. Peranakan culture stands as a beautiful
example of how diversity can lead to creative fusion, playing an important role in shaping Malaysia's
multicultural identity.

As you walk the streets of Melaka, you encounter Islamic mosques and Chinese temples standing
side by side, architecture harmoniously blending Malay, Chinese, Indian, and European styles, and
traces of Peranakan culture infused with diverse cultural elements. All of this began five hundred
years ago with the courage and dedication of a princess who crossed the sea to bridge two
civilizations, and the open vision of the sultan who embraced her.
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Chapter 12: Malacca as a World Cultural Heritage Site
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Part 3: History and Significance of Malacca

The Significance of UNESCO World Heritage Inscription

On July 7, 2008, Malacca was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site alongside Georgetown in
Penang. This was a significant event that meant Malacca's rich historical and cultural heritage had
gained international recognition. UNESCO emphasized the following elements as the basis for
inscribing Malacca's heritage:

Malacca and Georgetown have preserved distinctive architecture, culture, and urban landscapes
shaped by more than 500 years of trade and cultural exchange.

The two cities are living evidence of multicultural heritage formed by the meeting of Eastern and
Western influences.

Malacca developed as an important port city from its strategic location on trade routes between Asia
and Europe, reflecting influences from diverse civilizations and periods.

The World Heritage inscription brought several important meanings to Malacca. First, it brought
international recognition of Malacca's historical and cultural value, raising national pride for Malaysia.
It also opened opportunities for international support and cooperation in heritage preservation and
made a significant contribution to tourism development.

Since the World Heritage inscription, Malacca has become an increasingly popular destination for
both domestic and international tourists. The increase in tourism revenue has contributed to regional
economic development, which in turn is being used as a resource for heritage preservation and
strengthening cultural identity.

Preserved Historical Buildings and Heritage Sites

Malacca's World Heritage zone is divided into two main parts: the Core Zone and the Buffer Zone.
The Core Zone is where the most significant historical buildings and heritage sites are concentrated,
while the Buffer Zone surrounds and protects the Core Zone.

The main historical buildings and heritage sites preserved in Malacca are as follows:

Portuguese Period Remains
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A Famosa fortress ruins: Remains of the fortress built by Albuquerque in 1511, also known as the
Santiago Gate. The fortress was originally much larger but was largely destroyed during the British
colonial period.

Saint Paul's Hill and church ruins: Remains of the church established by Francis Xavier, from which
one can see views of Malacca's city center and the strait.

Dutch Period Buildings

Stadthuys: A red building constructed in the 1650s that served as the residence of the Dutch
governor and is now used as the History and Ethnography Museum.

Christ Church: A Dutch Reformed church completed in 1753, distinguished by its distinctive red
exterior.

Dutch Square: A plaza where Dutch colonial-era buildings, including the Stadthuys and Christ
Church, are gathered.

Chinese-Malay Architecture

Cheng Hoon Teng Temple: The oldest Chinese temple in Malaysia, established in 1646, showcasing
traditional southern Chinese architectural style.

Baba Nyonya Heritage Museum: A traditional house that displays the lifestyle of the wealthy
Peranakan community in the late 19th century.

Kampung Kling Mosque: A mosque built in 1748 that displays a unique form blending Chinese,
Indian, and Malay architectural styles.

Historic Streets and Districts

Jonker Street: The main street of Malacca's Chinatown, lined with antique shops, traditional
restaurants, and Peranakan architecture.

Heeren Street: A street where Dutch merchants and wealthy Peranakans once lived, where beautiful
historic buildings have been preserved.

Harmony Street: A street where diverse religious buildings including mosques, Chinese temples, and
Hindu temples stand side by side, symbolizing religious diversity and harmony.

These historic buildings and heritage sites are important evidence of Malacca's multilayered history
and multicultural character. Each building reflects the influences of specific periods and cultures, and
their coexistence in one space forms Malacca's distinctive appeal.

Efforts in Cultural Heritage Preservation
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Since Malacca's inscription as a World Heritage Site, various efforts have been made to preserve the
city's historical and cultural value. These preservation efforts proceed through cooperation among
government agencies, non-governmental organizations, local communities, and international
organizations.

The Malaysian federal government and Malacca state government have established a legal and
institutional framework for managing the World Heritage Site. The National Heritage Act, enacted in
2005, provides legal basis for protecting cultural heritage, and the Melaka World Heritage Office is
responsible for managing and preserving the heritage area.

Specific preservation efforts include the following activities:

Restoration of historic buildings: Restoration work on damaged historic buildings is ongoing. This
process emphasizes efforts to maintain the buildings' historical authenticity.

Preservation of traditional techniques and crafts: Programs are being run to preserve and transmit
intangible cultural heritage such as traditional building techniques, handicrafts, and cooking methods.

Community participation: In heritage preservation, the participation of local residents and raising
awareness are given importance. Educational programs and workshops for residents are held
regularly.

Sustainable tourism development: Efforts are being made to maintain balance between tourism
industry growth and heritage preservation. This includes visitor management, infrastructure
development, and diversification of tourism programs.

International cooperation: Through cooperation with UNESCO and other international organizations,
expertise and resources are being shared, and international standards and practices for cultural
heritage preservation are being adopted.

However, Malacca's cultural heritage preservation faces several challenges. Rapid urbanization and
development pressure, climate change and environmental issues, burden from excessive tourist
influx, and lack of resources and expertise for preservation are cited as major concerns.

Despite these challenges, Malacca is working to find balance in preserving its unique history and
culture while developing as a modern city. Its status as a World Heritage Site emphasizes the
importance of these efforts and provides a foundation for Malacca to cherish its past heritage while
moving toward the future.
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Chapter 13: The Capital: Kuala Lumpur
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Part 4: Major Cities and Tourism

The History and Development of Kuala Lumpur

Kuala Lumpur is the capital and largest city of Malaysia, with its name meaning "confluence of muddy
rivers" in Malay. The name derives from the fact that the city is located at the point where the Klang
River and Gombak River meet.

The history of Kuala Lumpur began in 1857 when Chinese miners settled in the region to work tin
mines. Yap Ah Loy, a Chinese chief who received support from Raja Abdullah, played an important
role in developing the early settlement and is often called the "founder of Kuala Lumpur."

In the 1880s, the British colonial government designated Kuala Lumpur as the administrative center
of Selangor State. In 1896, it became the capital of the Federated Malay States, a crucial turning
point in the city's development. Many colonial-era buildings were constructed during this period, with
the Sultan Abdul Samad Building and other Moorish-Indian style structures as prime examples.

During World War II, Kuala Lumpur was occupied by Japanese forces, and after the war it became a
center of anti-colonial independence movements. When the Federated Malay States gained
independence in 1957, Kuala Lumpur became the capital of the new nation, and it maintained this
status after the Federation of Malaysia was formed in 1963.

The interethnic riots that occurred on May 13, 1969, were a tragic event in Kuala Lumpur's history
and subsequently had a major impact on Malaysia's ethnic policies and urban development.

The 1970s and 1980s were a period of rapid modernization for Kuala Lumpur. Economic growth and
urbanization led by Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad greatly transformed the city's landscape. In the
1990s, as modern buildings such as the Petronas Twin Towers were constructed, Kuala Lumpur
transformed into an international metropolis.

In 1999, some federal administrative functions were transferred to the new administrative capital of
Putrajaya, but Kuala Lumpur continues to serve as Malaysia's economic, cultural, and commercial
center. As of 2022, Kuala Lumpur's population is approximately 1.8 million, with the greater
metropolitan area's population reaching about 8 million.

Today, Kuala Lumpur is a dynamic city where historical heritage and forward-looking development
coexist, a microcosm of Malaysia where diverse cultures and religions blend harmoniously.
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The Petronas Twin Towers and Modern Architecture

The Petronas Twin Towers is an iconic structure of Kuala Lumpur, symbolizing Malaysia's
contemporary development and economic achievement. When completed in 1998, at 452 meters tall
(88 floors), it was the world's tallest building and held this record until 2004. It remains the world's
tallest twin building.

Designed by Argentine architect César Pelli, the building was influenced by Islamic architecture. Its
eight-pointed star-shaped floor plan draws inspiration from Islamic geometry, and the tower's
cross-section evokes the Rub el Hizb symbol frequently seen in Islamic art. The stainless steel and
glass used in the exterior give a contemporary feel while reflecting patterns of songket, Malaysia's
traditional handwoven fabric.

The Skybridge connecting the two towers at the 42nd floor offers visitors panoramic views of the city,
while the tower interiors house shopping malls, concert halls, art galleries, and the headquarters of
Petronas, the national oil company.

Beyond the Petronas Twin Towers, Kuala Lumpur has several buildings recognized as masterpieces
of modern architecture:

KL Tower (Menara KL): A 421-meter-tall communication tower where visitors can enjoy panoramic
views of the city from the observation deck. Its design is inspired by Islamic architectural traditions.

Mid Valley Megamall and The Gardens Mall: Representative large shopping complexes in Kuala
Lumpur and centers of contemporary consumer culture.

National Mosque (Masjid Negara): Completed in 1965, this mosque is a representative example of
contemporary Islamic architecture and can accommodate 15,000 people. Its distinctive feature is the
sixteen petal-shaped domes.

Muzika Rei: A music-themed residential high-rise building characterized by its distinctive
wave-shaped design.

Kamuning Eco Sky: An eco-friendly mixed-use building pursuing sustainable development, featuring
vertical gardens and solar panels.

These modern buildings demonstrate that Kuala Lumpur is a city combining tradition with
contemporary design. The entire city forms a distinctive landscape where colonial-era historic
buildings, traditional Malay architecture, and forward-looking modern structures coexist.

Streets Alive with Cultural Diversity

Kuala Lumpur is a city where diverse ethnicities and cultures coexist, and this multicultural character
is clearly visible in various neighborhoods and streets throughout the city. Each area has a distinct
cultural identity and atmosphere, contributing rich diversity to the city as a whole.
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Chinatown is one of Kuala Lumpur's most vibrant areas, centered on Petaling Street. With its red
lanterns, Chinese signage, and temples, this district is the center of Chinese culture. The popular
night market here sells various Chinese food, clothing, accessories, and counterfeit branded goods.
The area also has historic temples, such as the Guan Di Temple built in 1873.

Little India (Brickfields) is the center of Indian culture, characterized by brightly colored saris, spice
shops, and Indian restaurants. This area becomes particularly lively during Indian festivals such as
Diwali, the Festival of Lights. The Sri Maha Mariamman Temple, located on Jalan Tun Perak, is one
of the oldest Hindu temples, built in 1873.

Kampung Baru, where visitors can experience Malay traditions, is a traditional Malay village located
in the city center, preserving traditional Malay wooden houses among high-rise buildings. This area is
the center of Malay culture and food, where evening food markets offer various traditional Malay
dishes such as Nasi Lemak and Satay.

Bukit Bintang is Kuala Lumpur's representative shopping and entertainment district, densely packed
with modern shopping malls, luxury hotels, restaurants, and nightclubs. Key commercial areas
include Jalan Bukit Bintang, Jalan Sultan Ismail, and Imbi Square.

Central Market is a historic Art Deco building constructed in the 1930s. Originally a wet market, it has
transformed into a cultural market selling Malaysian art and handicrafts. Visitors can purchase
various traditional crafts here, including batik, songket, woodcarvings, and ceramics.

KLCC Park is a 20-hectare urban park located around the Petronas Twin Towers, a popular
recreational space for both locals and tourists. It features a lake, walking and jogging trails, children's
playgrounds, and fountains. In the evening, the illuminated Twin Towers create a spectacular vista.

These diverse neighborhoods and streets are key elements forming Kuala Lumpur's multicultural
identity. The ability to experience food, architecture, religions, and shops from multiple cultures within
a compact area is what makes Kuala Lumpur a distinctive and appealing city.

The National Mosque and Religious Architecture

Kuala Lumpur has numerous sacred sites and structures of various religions, reflecting Malaysia's
religious diversity. Most important among these is the National Mosque (Masjid Negara), a structure
symbolizing Malaysia's Islamic identity.

Completed in 1965, the National Mosque was built to commemorate Malaysia's independence.
Conceived by Malaysia's first Prime Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman, this mosque is regarded as a
masterpiece of contemporary Islamic architecture. Its distinctive features include a main minaret 73
meters tall and a unique star-shaped dome fashioned from sixteen petals. The dome's design evokes
a tropical umbrella, seeking harmony between tradition and modernity. The mosque's interior can
accommodate 15,000 worshippers and is adorned with beautiful calligraphy and decoration.



56

Another important Islamic structure is Masjid Jamek. Completed in 1909 and designed by British
architect Arthur Benison Hubback, it features a blend of Mughal and Moorish architectural styles.
Located at the confluence of the Klang and Gombak rivers, this mosque is one of Kuala Lumpur's
oldest and holds significant historical value.

Beyond Islamic structures, Kuala Lumpur has sacred sites of various religions. The Sri Maha
Mariamman Temple is the city's oldest Hindu temple, built in South Indian Dravidian style. It features
colorful gopurams (temple gateways) and intricate sculptures. During the Thaipusam festival, it
serves as the starting point for processions leading to Batu Caves.

The Thean Hou Temple is Kuala Lumpur's representative Chinese temple, dedicated to Mazu, the
Chinese sea goddess. This impressive six-story temple was built in the 1980s and combines
traditional Chinese architecture with modern technology. Located on a hilltop overlooking the city, it
offers magnificent views.

St. Mary's Cathedral is Kuala Lumpur's representative Christian structure, a British Gothic style
church built in 1894. It features traditional characteristics of English churches, including spires,
stained glass windows, and wooden ornamentation.

Batu Caves, though located about 13 kilometers from the city center, is one of the most popular
religious sites for Kuala Lumpur visitors. This Hindu shrine within limestone caves is reached by
climbing 272 steps to a temple dedicated to Lord Murugan. A 42.7-meter-tall statue of Lord Murugan
stands at the entrance, and hundreds of thousands of pilgrims visit during the annual Thaipusam
festival.
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Chapter 14: Exploring Historic Malacca
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Part Four: Major Cities and Tourism

Stadhuys and Dutch Square

The historic city of Melaka in Malaysia holds some of Southeast Asia's richest colonial heritage. What
strikes visitors first is the red-painted Dutch Square and the Stadhuys standing at its center. The
buildings in their bright terracotta red create a symbolic landscape that leaves the first impression on
tourists visiting Melaka.

Built in the 1650s, the Stadhuys takes its name from Dutch meaning "city hall," and is among the
oldest surviving Dutch colonial buildings in Southeast Asia. Originally it served as the residence and
administrative center of the Dutch East India Company governor. Today it functions as the Melaka
History and Ethnography Museum, displaying the city's rich history and culture.

The Stadhuys follows Dutch Renaissance style, though unique elements were added to suit the
tropical climate. Thick walls and high ceilings helped keep indoor temperatures cool, while large
windows promoted natural ventilation. Inside, imposing wooden columns and staircases, along with
period furnishings, guide visitors into the past.

Dutch Square gathers multiple colonial-era buildings around the Stadhuys. Christ Church, completed
in 1753, was built as a Dutch Reformed church but later converted to an Anglican church. The
building likewise displays its distinctive red exterior and blends Portuguese-made bells, Dutch tiles,
and columns crafted from local Malaysian timber,a unique mix of cultural elements.

At the square's center stands a fountain of Queen Victoria, with a clock tower and monuments from
the British colonial period nearby. These structures preserve the traces of the three European
colonial powers,Portugal, the Netherlands, and Britain,that shaped Melaka.

"Standing in Melaka's red square, time seems to stop," wrote British travel writer Simon Winchester in
his book "The Map That Changed the World." "The red buildings shine with brilliant tropical sunlight,
creating the illusion that a Dutch city has been transplanted near the equator. Yet unlike the quieter
Dutch cities, Melaka's Dutch Square is filled with the sounds, smells, and colors of many cultures."

Today, brightly decorated tricycle rickshaws wait around Dutch Square for tourists, while various
vendors sell local food and souvenirs. This place, where historic buildings blend with modern tourism,
is the first essential stop for every visitor to Melaka.

St. Paul's Hill and Portuguese Ruins
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Climbing the hill from central Melaka, you reach St. Paul's Hill. This hill holds Melaka's oldest
European colonial ruins and offers a view of the city's entire historical transformation.

St. Paul's Church, atop the hill, began in 1521 as a cathedral called "Nossa Senhora da Anunciada,"
built by Portuguese Duarte Coelho. In the mid-1500s, Jesuit missionary Francis Xavier carried out
active missionary work here, and after his death in 1553 in Shangchuan Island, China, his remains
were temporarily placed in this church.

After the Dutch took Melaka, they renamed it St. Paul's Church and used it as a Dutch Reformed
church. During British rule, it became an ammunition depot and gradually fell into disrepair. Today
only stone walls remain in ruins, yet their dignity and historical weight endure.

Old Dutch gravestones inside tell the stories of Dutch merchants, officials, and their families who lived
in Melaka at that time. In front of the church stands a statue of Francis Xavier with a broken arm. An
intriguing legend surrounds this statue. Shortly after its installation in 1952, a severe storm broke the
statue's right arm. The next year, a similar incident occurred when the arm of a Francis Xavier statue
in Nagasaki, Japan broke in the same spot. Local people saw this as divine will and decided to
preserve the statue as it was.

From St. Paul's Hill you can enjoy expansive views of Melaka and the strait. On clear days, you can
see all the way to Sumatra across the Malacca Strait, and at sunset the reddening horizon mingles
with the city lights to create a fantastic landscape.

As you descend the hill, you encounter the Porta de Santiago, the only remaining part of the A
Famosa fortress built by Afonso de Albuquerque after Portugal seized Melaka in 1511. The original
fortress was much larger but faced destruction when Britain took control of Melaka in 1807. It survives
today because Thomas Stamford Raffles of the British East India Company recognized its historical
value and persuaded authorities to preserve at least the gate.

In 1935, British writer Maurice Collis described St. Paul's Hill in his travel essays: "As sunset began, I
sat inside the roofless ruins of St. Paul's Church. Below, the Malacca Strait gleamed gold, and in the
far horizon I could make out the faint outline of Sumatra. In that moment, I could imagine Francis
Xavier here, dreaming of Asia's future. Through the same sea where he arrived, a completely
different world has now flowed into the East. History always moves in directions we never anticipate."

These Portuguese ruins are precious historical evidence showing traces of Melaka's first European
colonial period. And they continue to tell, vividly to this day, the story of when East and West first met
and collided.

Jonker Street and Chinatown

A short walk from Melaka's historic center brings you to the vibrant Jonker Street. Its official name is
Jalan Hang Jebat, but most people call it by its Dutch-era name, Jonker Street. This thoroughfare is
the heart of Melaka's Chinatown and was once home to wealthy merchants and nobility during Dutch
rule in the 17th and 18th centuries.
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Today Jonker Street has become a cultural and commercial hub lined with antique shops, craft
stores, cafes, and restaurants. The Jonker Walk Night Market, which runs Friday through Sunday,
ranks among Melaka's most popular attractions. As night falls, the street fills with colorful lanterns,
street vendors, street food, and performers, creating a lively festival atmosphere.

Most buildings on Jonker Street are shophouses,narrow, elongated two- or three-story structures
joined together. These are traditional Chinese merchant houses with shops on the ground floor and
living quarters above. Their exteriors blend Chinese, Malay, and European colonial styles in a
distinctive way. Ornate tiles, intricate woodwork, and colonial architectural elements combine in these
buildings, making them living evidence of Melaka's multicultural history.

Many historical and cultural sites fill Jonker Street and the surrounding area. Built in 1673, Cheng
Hoon Teng Temple is Malaysia's oldest Chinese temple and exemplifies traditional southern Chinese
architecture. It has served as both a religious and social center for the local Chinese community, and
its interior, decorated with intricate woodcarvings and delicate sculptures, leaves a deep impression
on visitors.

The Baba Nyonya Heritage Museum, housed in a 19th-century mansion of a wealthy Peranakan
family, displays the distinctive Peranakan lifestyle and culture where Chinese and Malay traditions
blend. Ornate furniture, elaborate ceramics, and delicate embroidered pieces offer glimpses into the
lavish life of Peranakan society in the past.

In 2007, renowned Singapore author Tash Aw wrote of Melaka's Chinatown in his novel "The
Harmony Silk Factory": "Walking Jonker Street is like traveling through time. Each building, like pages
of layered history, holds stories of different eras and cultures. The footprints of Chinese merchants,
Dutch officials, Malay craftsmen, and British explorers are carved into the stone and wood of this
narrow street. And as evening comes, the street awakens with new vitality, becoming a unique space
where past and present engage in endless dialogue."

On Jonker Street you can also taste various local foods and snacks. Chicken Rice Balls, Durian
Puffs, Pineapple Tarts, and Nyonya Laksa,Melaka's distinctive dishes,captivate visitors' taste buds.
Peranakan cuisine is a unique fusion food that combines Chinese cooking methods with Malay spices
and ingredients, making it an essential part of Melaka's local food culture to experience.

The Chinatown area is also a place where diverse religious facilities coexist. Near Cheng Hoon Teng
Temple stand the Sri Poyyatha Vinayagar Moorthi Temple, a Hindu temple, and the Kampung Kling
Mosque, showing the history of religious diversity and coexistence. This coexistence of different
religious facilities in one area reflects Melaka's multicultural character.

Malacca Strait Mosque

The Malacca Strait Mosque (Masjid Selat Melaka), one of Melaka's modern landmarks, sits on Pulau
Melaka (Melaka Island), a short distance from the city's historic center. Completed in 2006 and built
over the strait itself, it gains fame for its distinctive appearance: at certain times it appears to float
upon the water.
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The Malacca Strait Mosque features modern design blending Middle Eastern Islamic architecture with
traditional Malaysian building elements. Its white and blue exterior harmonizes with the surrounding
sea and sky, while the gold-decorated dome and four minarets create an elegant yet grand
impression. The mosque's interior can accommodate up to twelve thousand worshipers and includes
spacious prayer halls, auditoriums, and educational facilities.

The mosque's most notable feature is its relationship with the sea. At high tide, the mosque appears
to float upon the water, earning it the nickname "Floating Mosque." Visit at sunset and you witness a
fantastic sight: golden sunlight washes the mosque's white walls and dome in warm tones.

The Malacca Strait Mosque welcomes not only Muslim but also non-Muslim visitors. However, visitors
must wear appropriate clothing,long pants and long-sleeved shirts,and women must cover their hair
with a scarf. The mosque provides loaner robes and scarves for visitors.

The Malacca Strait Mosque goes beyond being a religious facility,it is an important cultural landmark
symbolizing Malaysia's Islamic culture and modern advancement. The building reinterprets the long
relationship Melaka, once a maritime trade hub, has maintained with the Islamic world in
contemporary form.

In 2018, British architecture critic William Curtis, visiting Malaysia, assessed the mosque as follows:
"The Malacca Strait Mosque is an outstanding example of contemporary Islamic architecture. Beyond
its religious function, this building beautifully expresses Melaka's geographic character and historical
identity. Appearing to float upon the sea, the mosque is like a spiritual bridge connecting Melaka's
past and present. In the past, Islam spread to this region across the Malacca Strait, and today this
beautiful mosque stands on the same waters, commemorating that historical journey."

For travelers visiting Melaka, this mosque offers a distinct appeal different from the city's historic
center. Amid centuries-old colonial structures and traditional houses, the Malacca Strait Mosque
stands as living proof of modern Malaysia's progress and Islam's continuing influence on the culture.

Local Food and Cultural Experience

To fully understand Melaka, you must experience the city's distinctive food culture. Due to diverse
cultural influences spanning centuries, Melaka boasts some of Malaysia's most unique and varied
cuisine.

The heart of Melaka's food culture is Peranakan or Baba-Nyonya cuisine. This distinctive fusion
developed from cultural exchange and marriages between Chinese settlers and local Malays in the
15th and 16th centuries. Peranakan cuisine blends Chinese cooking techniques with Malay and
Indonesian spices and ingredients.

Representative Peranakan dishes include Ayam Buah Keluak (chicken cooked with special nuts),
Asam Laksa (sour fish-based noodles), Pongteh (meat cooked with fermented bean sauce), and
Otak-otak (fish paste baked in banana leaves). These dishes feature complex spice combinations
and lengthy cooking times, with unique recipes passed down in each family.
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Another special dish found only in Melaka is Chicken Rice Ball. Though derived from the chicken rice
of China's Hainan region, in Melaka it has evolved into a distinctive style where rice is shaped into
small balls. Served with tender poached chicken, it is eaten with chili sauce and thick soy sauce.

For dessert you can taste various local sweets: Cendol (green rice jelly in coconut milk and palm
sugar syrup), Durian Puffs (pastries with durian cream), tapioca cookies, and more. Melaka is also
famous for Pineapple Tarts, cookies made with sweet pineapple jam baked inside buttery dough.

The best places to experience Melaka's food are the restaurants and street vendors around Jonker
Street. Weekend night markets offer a chance to taste various local dishes in one location.
Additionally, several restaurants along the Melaka River provide good spots to enjoy local cuisine
with river views.

Beyond food, Malacca offers a wealth of cultural experiences. Batik workshops provide an excellent
opportunity to learn Malaysia's traditional textile-dyeing techniques. Several studios offer programs
where visitors can draw batik designs and experience the dyeing process firsthand.

The Malacca River cruise is another popular activity that reveals a different side of the city. The
45-minute cruise showcases historic buildings lining the riverbank, traditional houses, and vibrant
street murals. Evening cruises offer a romantic experience as sunset illuminates the city, with the
lights of riverside cafes and buildings reflecting on the water.

Renowned Malaysian author Predin Muhammad wrote in his essay "The Taste of Malacca": "Tasting
Malacca's food is more than culinary experience; it becomes a journey into understanding this city's
complex history and cultural identity. On a single plate, one can taste influences from China,
Malaysia, India, Portugal, and the Netherlands, much as one encounters them walking through
Malacca's streets. In every bite, we experience that remarkable process where cultures meet, blend,
and create something new."
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Chapter 15: Ipoh: A Hidden Gem
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Part 4: Major Cities and Tourism

The Tin Mining City

Ipoh, located in the state of Perak, is Malaysia's third largest city, yet it remains a hidden gem,
relatively unknown to foreign tourists compared to Kuala Lumpur or Penang. Situated in the heart of
the Kinta Valley, this city was once the world's largest tin producer, and traces of its prosperous past
remain scattered throughout the city.

From the late nineteenth century to the mid-twentieth century, Ipoh prospered through tin mining,
earning the title "Eldorado of the East." During this period, many Chinese laborers migrated to the
region, and their descendants remain a major component of Ipoh's population today. At the height of
the tin boom, numerous wealthy merchants and adventurers flocked to Ipoh, and the city developed
rapidly.

The abundant tin deposits in the Kinta Valley are connected to limestone formations that developed
approximately 250 million years ago. This region's unique geological characteristics allowed tin veins
to form close to the surface, making extraction relatively easy. The primary mining method of the time
was the gravel pump, a technique that used water and compressed air to extract tin-bearing gravel.

When visiting Ipoh today, traces of the old tin mines on the outskirts of the city are visible. Many
abandoned mines have transformed into lakes, while others have been redeveloped as eco-parks or
recreational facilities. Kinta Eco Park and Gunung Lang Recreation Park are prime examples of
environments damaged by past tin mining that have been restored into beautiful natural spaces.

Those seeking to understand the history of tin mining in greater depth should visit the Ipoh Tin Mining
Museum. The museum displays detailed exhibits on the history of tin mining in the Kinta Valley, the
development of mining techniques, and the impact of this industry on Ipoh's development and culture.
Full-scale models of tin mining equipment and exhibits recreating the lives of miners provide visitors
with vivid historical education.

British geologist John Brookfield, who visited Ipoh in 1958, wrote in his diary: "The sight I witnessed in
the Kinta Valley was truly remarkable. Hundreds of water columns shot skyward, and the sound of
massive machinery excavating the earth echoed throughout the valley. It evoked memories of British
mining villages during the Industrial Revolution, yet the scale and vigor were far more overwhelming.
The fact that tin extracted from this small valley was supplied as core material for industrialization
worldwide made me contemplate the interconnectedness of the global economy."
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Even after the decline of the tin industry, Ipoh treasures its historical legacy. The city's identity
remains closely tied to the history of tin mining, evident in the architecture, culture, and even local
cuisine throughout the city.

Colonial-Era Architecture

Another attraction in Ipoh is its well-preserved colonial-era architecture. As wealth from tin mining
flowed into the city, Ipoh was filled with beautiful buildings displaying diverse architectural styles in
the early twentieth century. The Old Town and New Town areas in the city center retain
well-preserved colonial and Art Deco structures.

Ipoh Railway Station, completed in 1917, stands as one of the most notable colonial-era structures.
Known by the nickname "Taj Mahal of the East," this building follows Neo-Saracenic style,
characterized by its white exterior, domes, and arched passageways. Within the station building sits
The Majestic Hotel Ipoh, a luxury property that offers visitors a chance to experience colonial
elegance.

Across from the station stand the Ipoh Town Hall and the former post office building. These structures
were also built during the same period and follow similar architectural styles. The Town Hall's grand
ballroom was the center of social activity in colonial British society at that time.

In Ipoh's old town stands the Birch Memorial Clock Tower, established in 1916. This clock tower was
erected to commemorate James Birch, the first British resident of Perak. The tower's shaft is
decorated with bas-reliefs symbolizing the advancement of human civilization, and its top features a
four-sided clock. Interestingly, the original depiction of Muhammad in the bas-reliefs was later
removed to show respect for Islamic culture.

The area around Kong Heng Square is known for its well-preserved shophouses. These two to
three-story structures feature the traditional Chinese-Malay architectural style, with commercial space
on the ground floor and residential space above. Recently, this area has been reborn with trendy
cafes, boutique shops, and galleries, becoming a popular destination for young people and tourists.

The Royal Perak Club, established in the 1880s, was a social club for British elites and remains an
important building for understanding colonial society. Equipped with sports facilities for golf, cricket,
and tennis, it was a primary gathering place for British tin mine owners and administrators. Today it
operates as a members' club, though some facilities are open to visitors.

British novelist W. Somerset Maugham, who visited Ipoh in 1935, described the city's atmosphere this
way: "Ipoh gives the impression of a small English town transplanted to the heart of the East. The
broad streets, manicured lawns, and elegant colonial buildings evoke nostalgia for home, yet the
dense tropical vegetation surrounding the area and the diversity of people remind one that this is the
heart of the Malay Peninsula. The city is a fascinating example of East and West coexisting
harmoniously."
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Ipoh's colonial architecture provides important evidence of Malaysia's complex historical legacy.
These buildings reflect British imperial influence while demonstrating adaptation and fusion with local
culture. Today, Ipoh City preserves and utilizes these historical structures to develop the city's unique
identity and tourism resources.

Historical Sites and Memorials

Through its abundant historical sites and memorials, Ipoh reveals Malaysia's diverse past. Beyond
colonial-era architecture, the city boasts historical places of various cultures and religions.

Paloh Ku Miao, Ipoh's oldest Taoist temple built in 1872, follows Cantonese architectural style. The
temple served as a religious and social center for early Chinese immigrants who settled in Ipoh.
Known for its ornate dragon sculptures and intricate woodwork, the temple remains an active place of
worship today.

The Hor Yang Gor Temple, located in central Ipoh and built by Chinese immigrants from Guangdong,
impresses with its unique architectural style and elaborate interior decorations. The temple's interior
murals vividly depict Chinese mythology and legends, offering glimpses into the rich narratives of
Chinese folk religion.

Ipoh's Indian community centers on the Kallumalai Murugan Temple, built in 1912. This Hindu temple
was constructed in South Indian Dravidian style, featuring colorful sculptures and intricate bas-reliefs.
During the annual Thaipusam festival, numerous devotees and tourists visit this temple.

Masjid India Mosque stands as an important site for the Malay-Muslim community. Established by
Indian Muslim merchants in the late nineteenth century, it reflects Indian and Middle Eastern
architectural influences. This mosque, characterized by its white and blue exterior, exemplifies Ipoh's
religious diversity.

Ipoh D.R. Seenivasagam Park, an important historical park created in the 1950s, commemorates
Malaysia's development and unity following independence. The park features beautiful landscaping
along with various memorials and statues. At its center stands the Merdeka Monument,
commemorating Malaysia's independence.

Ipoh Memorial Garden honors those who died during the Japanese occupation of World War II. This
peaceful garden contains monuments inscribed with the names of war victims, serving as an
important reminder of a dark period in Malaysian history.

In his 1992 book "Ipoh: Celebrated Gem," Malaysian historian Abdul Malik wrote: "Ipoh's historical
sites contain stories of multiple eras and cultures, much like geological strata. From Taoist temples to
Hindu temples to mosques, and from colonial buildings to independence memorials, this city is like a
living museum where one can experience Malaysia's multicultural history all in one place. Walking
through Ipoh is like walking through Malaysia's complex and layered past."
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Ipoh was also an important backdrop for Malaysia's independence movement. Following Japan's
surrender in 1945, Ipoh became a center of political activity toward independence. The Independence
Declaration Memorial near Ipoh City Hall commemorates the historic moment on August 31, 1957,
when Malaysia, then known as the Federation of Malaya, declared independence from Britain.

These diverse historical sites and memorials prove that Ipoh transcends being merely a tin mining
city; it represents an important location demonstrating Malaysia's rich cultural and historical diversity.

Places to Experience Local Life

Ipoh's true charm manifests most vividly in places where locals conduct daily life rather than in
elaborate tourist attractions. Because Ipoh remains relatively unknown to tourists, it offers
opportunities to experience authentic Malaysian culture and lifestyle.

Mornings in Ipoh begin at traditional kopitiams, or coffee shops. These traditional establishments are
scattered throughout the city and serve as social gathering places where locals have breakfast and
chat with friends. Notable kopitiams include Sin Yoon Loong and Hoe Kee, where visitors can enjoy
Ipoh's famous White Coffee alongside local breakfast specialties such as kaya toast, bao, and char
kuay teow.

Ipoh White Coffee represents the city and is known for its smooth, fragrant taste achieved through a
special roasting method. While this coffee is now popular throughout Malaysia, the authentic original
flavor is best found in Ipoh.

Ipoh Central Market offers an ideal vantage point for observing local life. Each morning, locals gather
to purchase fresh ingredients, and the market displays Malaysia's diverse foodstuffs, spices, and
local specialties. Street food stalls surrounding the market serve various local dishes including laksa,
char koay teow, and nasi kandar.

Ipoh's "Little India" district offers a venue to experience the vibrant culture of Malaysian Indians.
Centered on Jalan Lahat, this area abounds with colorful saris and traditional dress, Indian spices
and cuisine, and Bollywood music filling the streets. During Hindu festivals such as Deepavali or
Thaipusam, the atmosphere becomes even more lively.

The Kong Heng Square area has been revitalized recently by younger generations, with old
shophouses transformed into trendy cafes, art galleries, and vintage stores. This district showcases
an interesting blend of tradition and modernity, bustling with locals and tourists on weekends. Cafes
like Plan B and Kong Heng are known for their distinctive atmosphere and good food.

Walking paths around the Kinta River are where locals enjoy morning exercise or evening strolls.
Recently restored riverside areas are well-maintained, and with the addition of murals and
landscaping, they have become important recreational spaces. Walking along the riverbank offers
views of both Ipoh's historic buildings and new development areas.
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In 2018, Malaysian author Tan Twan Eng wrote of Ipoh: "Ipoh's true charm lies not in attractions from
tourist guides, but in ordinary places where locals conduct their daily lives. Elderly men greeting the
morning in old coffee shops, housewives bargaining vibrantly in markets, families gathering by the
riverside for conversation at dusk... these everyday moments combine to create Ipoh's distinctive
atmosphere. The city doesn't display itself grandly, but as you spend quiet time getting to know it, you
discover deeper and deeper allure."

Villages (kampungs) on the outskirts of Ipoh offer opportunities to experience traditional Malaysian
rural life. Villages such as Kampung Simee and Kampung Gajah remain less affected by urban
development, preserving traditional lifestyles and dwellings. Some villages offer homestay programs
allowing visitors to stay with local families and experience traditional Malaysian living.

Thus, Ipoh attracts not through spectacular tourist attractions, but through places offering authentic
local life and culture. As a destination still relatively untouched by mass tourism, Ipoh remains a
hidden gem, offering special experiences to travelers seeking authentic Malaysia.
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Chapter 16: Nature and Resorts
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Part 4: Major Cities and Tourism

Tropical Rainforests and Ecotourism

Approximately 60 percent of Malaysia's land area is covered by tropical rainforest, and this vast
natural environment represents one of the world's oldest and most biologically diverse ecosystems.
Malaysia's tropical rainforest is estimated to be 130 million years old, making it older than the
Amazon rainforest. This distinctive natural environment serves as a key factor in making Malaysia a
world-class ecotourism destination.

Taman Negara National Park

True to its Malay name meaning "national park," this is Malaysia's first designated national park and
the most widely recognized nature reserve. Spanning an expansive area of approximately 4,343
square kilometers, this park stretches across three states: Pahang, Kelantan, and Terengganu.

Taman Negara is one of the world's oldest tropical rainforests, estimated to be 130 million years old,
and is home to more than 3,000 plant species, over 300 mammal species, and hundreds of species
of birds and reptiles. Among rare species are the Sumatran rhinoceros, Malayan tiger, Asian
elephant, and various primates.

Visitors can experience the tropical rainforest from a unique vantage point by walking the Canopy
Walkway, which runs 45 meters above the lush rainforest canopy. This suspended bridge, roughly
500 meters long, ranks among the world's longest canopy walkways and offers an opportunity to
observe the treetop ecosystem that is ordinarily difficult to access.

Within the park, visitors can enjoy a variety of activities including trekking courses, wildlife watching,
boat tours, night jungle tours, and visits to Batek indigenous villages. Boat tours along the Sungai
Tahan and Sungai Trenggan rivers provide excellent opportunities to observe the riverside
ecosystem of the tropical rainforest.

Sabah and Sarawak, located on the island of Borneo, are additional important tropical rainforest
tourism regions. Mount Kinabalu and Kinabalu Park in Sabah are designated UNESCO World
Heritage Sites and possess distinctive ecosystems determined by varying altitudes. At 4,095 meters
in height, Mount Kinabalu is the highest mountain in Southeast Asia and presents a challenging yet
attractive destination for climbers. Gunung Mulu National Park in Sarawak is also a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, renowned for its distinctive limestone karst terrain and massive cave system. This park
contains some of the world's largest and most impressive caves, and Sarawak Chamber is known as
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the world's largest cave chamber. This enormous space, measuring approximately 700 meters by
400 meters, is large enough to accommodate 40 Boeing 747 aircraft simultaneously.

Other famous attractions at Mulu National Park include Deer Cave and Lang Cave. At sunset,
approximately 3 million bats emerge from Deer Cave to search for food in a spectacular display
visible to observers. This "Bat Exodus" is a popular sight showcasing nature's wonder.

Mulu National Park is also home to geological formations known as the Pinnacles, which are sharp
limestone peaks reaching 45 meters in height. These distinctive geological formations were created
over millions of years through erosion and can be accessed via a challenging trekking route.

Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre

Located near Sandakan in Sabah State, this center is a rehabilitation facility for orphaned orangutans
and those rescued from illegal trafficking, aimed at returning them to the wild. During designated
feeding times, visitors can observe orangutans undergoing rehabilitation and learn about
conservation efforts for this endangered species.

Ecotourism along the Kinabatangan River provides optimal wildlife viewing experiences. This river,
the second longest in Malaysia, is surrounded by lowland tropical rainforest that serves as habitat for
orangutans, proboscis monkeys, Asian elephants, Malayan sun bears, and various bird and reptile
species. The typical approach is to stay at eco-lodges established along the river while undertaking
morning and evening boat safaris to observe wildlife.

British naturalist David Attenborough described Malaysia's tropical rainforest in his documentary as
follows: "Malaysia's tropical rainforest is one of the most complex and diverse ecosystems on Earth.
Within a small space of just one hectare, more tree species can grow than exist across all of Europe.
This place is nature's laboratory and a living museum, a repository of life forms that have evolved
over millions of years."

The Malaysian government implements various policies to preserve these abundant ecological
resources while developing tourism in a sustainable manner. These include designating national
parks and protected areas, supporting ecotourism certification programs, and encouraging
sustainable tourism models through community participation. Such efforts play a vital role in
preserving Malaysia's distinctive natural environment while offering visitors exceptional experiences.

Langkawi and Tioman Islands

Malaysia is renowned for its numerous beautiful islands, among which Langkawi and Tioman stand
as the most popular island resort destinations for both domestic and international visitors. These
islands offer abundant tropical natural environments, crystalline seas, and a variety of marine
activities, providing perfect vacation experiences.

Langkawi is an archipelago comprising 104 islands located in the Andaman Sea northwest of
Malaysia near the Thai border. The main island, Pulau Langkawi, covers approximately 478 square
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kilometers and ranks among Malaysia's most popular tourist destinations. Following its designation
as a duty-free zone in 1987, Langkawi has developed rapidly into an international resort destination.

One of Langkawi's most famous attractions is Langkawi Sky Bridge. This pedestrian bridge is located
near the summit of Gunung Mat Cincang and is accessible by cable car. This curved bridge, 125
meters in length, sits approximately 100 meters above ground level and offers breathtaking views of
the Andaman Sea and surrounding islands.

Another popular attraction in Langkawi is Kilim Karst Geoforest Park. This region is renowned for its
distinctive limestone terrain, mangrove forests, and diverse wildlife. Through boat tours, visitors can
enjoy eagle watching, visits to fish farms, and exploration of caves inhabited by bats.

Pantai Cenang (Cenang Beach) is Langkawi's most popular beach, characterized by golden sand
and clear waters. Along the beach are numerous restaurants, cafes, bars, and shops creating a lively
atmosphere, and various water activities including jet skiing, parasailing, and banana boat rides are
available.

Telaga Tujuh (Seven Wells) is a natural attraction in Langkawi featuring seven consecutive natural
swimming pools interspersed with waterfalls. According to local legend, this place was a gathering
spot for fairies and is also called the Fairy Pools. Though the path to the summit is somewhat steep,
the views from the top and swimming in the cool natural pools amply reward the effort.

Datuk Mohamad Nor Khalid, more famously known by his pen name Lat, a celebrated Malaysian
cartoonist, described Langkawi in his essay as follows: "Langkawi is a place where magic and legend
come alive. From the tragic tale of Mahsuri to the island's past as a pirate hideaway, the entire island
overflows with mysterious stories. And those stories are as captivating as the island's breathtaking
natural scenery. Spending time in Langkawi is not merely a vacation but a deep encounter with
Malaysia's history, culture, and nature."

Pulau Tioman (Tioman Island) is located off the east coast of Pahang State on Malaysia's peninsula
and sits in the South China Sea. This island, covering approximately 136 square kilometers, was
used as a filming location for the 1970 film South Pacific and was named one of the world's most
beautiful islands by Time magazine.

Tioman is primarily known for scuba diving and snorkeling, as the coral reefs and marine life
surrounding the island provide an environment akin to paradise for divers. Diving points such as
Renggis, Soyak, and Coral Island offer optimal locations for observing sea turtles, barracudas,
blacktip sharks, and various coral and tropical fish species.

Tioman Island is also popular for hiking and jungle trekking. The island's interior is blanketed with
lush tropical rainforest, and various difficulty-level trails are available. The transverse trail connecting
Juara Bay to Tekek spans approximately 7 kilometers and offers an excellent opportunity to
experience the island's pristine tropical rainforest.
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Several beautiful villages exist on Tioman Island, each with distinctive atmosphere and character.
Tekek is the island's largest village, home to the airport and ferry terminal, while Juara is a quieter
beach village with a sea turtle conservation center. Salang functions as a center for diving and
snorkeling activities, and Air Batang, known as ABC Village, is popular among backpackers.

British travel writer Simon Winchester wrote the following in his travel record about Tioman: "Tioman
is a place where time seems to stop. Completely separated from the noise and chaos of modern
civilization, this small paradise offers visitors the rare opportunity to experience a simpler and more
peaceful rhythm of life. Swimming in crystalline seas by day and spending evenings around a fire on
the beach beneath a starlit sky is sufficient for complete happiness in this place."

Beyond Langkawi and Tioman, Malaysia is home to various other attractive islands including Penang,
Perhentian, Redang, and Kapallai. Each island possesses distinctive features and appeal, allowing
visitors to choose an island suited to their preferences and travel objectives.

These beautiful Malaysian islands feature a coexistence of modern resort facilities and traditional
fishing villages, offering experiences ranging from comfortable relaxation to adventurous activities.
Additionally, most islands are designated as marine parks, and their abundant ecosystems and
beautiful natural environments are well preserved.

Malaysia's National Parks

Malaysia designates and manages multiple national parks to preserve its remarkably diverse
ecosystems and species. These parks encompass various natural environments including tropical
rainforests, mangrove wetlands, limestone caves, and mountainous terrain, offering visitors
opportunities to experience Malaysia's abundant natural heritage.

In addition to Taman Negara, Gunung Mulu National Park, and Kinabalu, Malaysia is home to several
other national parks.

Endau-Rompin National Park spans Johor and Pahang states on Malaysia's peninsula and is the
country's second-largest national park. This tropical rainforest, possessing a history of approximately
100 million years, serves as habitat for various wildlife including endangered Sumatran rhinoceroses,
Malayan tigers, and Asian elephants. The park offers diverse activities including trekking, camping,
wildlife observation, and visits to Orang Asli indigenous villages.

Bako National Park is Sarawak's oldest national park, located approximately 37 kilometers from the
city of Kuching. Despite its relatively small area of 27.27 square kilometers, it encompasses diverse
ecosystems including mangrove forests, coastal vegetation, kerangas (heath forest), mixed
dipterocarp forest, and wetlands. The park is famous for the proboscis monkey with its distinctive
large nose, and visitors can also observe wild boar, silvered leaf monkeys, and long-tailed macaques.

Kuala Selangor Nature Park, located approximately one hour from Kuala Lumpur, is a mangrove
ecosystem conservation area. This park is renowned for firefly observation, and visitors can
undertake evening boat tours along the Selangor River to witness the magical sight of thousands of
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fireflies. The park also serves as habitat for approximately 200 bird species, including migratory and
resident birds.

Royal Belum State Park is a tropical rainforest conservation area located in Perak State in northern
Malaysia and is one of the world's oldest tropical rainforests, estimated to be 130 million years old.
The park serves as habitat for Malayan tigers, Asian elephants, Malayan sun bears, and more than
10 hornbill species. The ecosystem centered on Temenggor Lake offers unique experiences.

Niah National Park is located near Miri in Sarawak and contains archaeologically significant caves.
Human remains dating back approximately 40,000 years were discovered in Niah Cave, making this
among the oldest evidence of human presence on Borneo Island. The park is also famous for the
harvesting of bird's nest (swiftlet nests), a precious ingredient in Chinese cuisine collected from the
nests built on cave ceilings by small swiftlets.

Lok Kawi Wildlife Park, located near Kota Kinabalu in Sabah State, provides opportunities to observe
Borneo's distinctive wildlife. Visitors to this park can see Bornean elephants, orangutans, sun bears,
and various monkey species. The park emphasizes animal conservation and education and
participates in preservation efforts for Borneo's endangered endemic species.

In 1995, British ecologist Tim Flanagan wrote the following regarding Malaysia's national parks:
"Malaysia's national parks are not merely protected areas but living natural history museums. Here,
the history of evolution spanning tens of millions of years unfolds in a single moment, and visitors can
experience some of Earth's most diverse and complex ecosystems. Preserving these parks is not
simply for the sake of beautiful scenery but an important effort to protect biological diversity essential
to human survival."

Most of Malaysia's national parks are well managed and offer diverse facilities and programs for
visitors. Nevertheless, these nature reserves still face threats from logging, poaching, and climate
change, and maintaining balance between sustainable tourism and natural preservation remains an
important challenge.

The Malaysian government and various environmental organizations are making diverse efforts to
preserve and protect these precious natural heritage sites, and through these efforts, they hope that
future generations will also be able to experience Malaysia's remarkable natural environment.

Highland Resorts

Malaysia's highland areas are popular resorts that offer pleasant temperatures as an escape from the
tropical heat and boast beautiful scenery. During the British colonial era, these highlands were known
as "hill stations" and served as retreats for British administrators and colonial elites. Today, they
continue to attract many tourists with their natural landscapes, tea plantations, strawberry farms, and
distinctive colonial-era architecture.

Cameron Highlands



72

The most widely known highland resort in Malaysia, it is located in Pahang state. Situated at an
elevation of approximately 1,500 meters, this region maintains pleasant temperatures between 18°C
and 25°C year-round and is renowned for its vast tea plantations, strawberry farms, and vegetable
farms.

One of the most popular activities at Cameron Highlands is visiting the vast tea plantations that
stretch out like a canvas painted with brilliant colors. BOH Plantation, Malaysia's largest tea producer,
allows visitors to tour the tea manufacturing process, taste fresh tea, and rest at a cafe with
spectacular views.

Cameron Highlands is also famous for its diverse hiking trails. Mossy Forest is a misty forest with a
mysterious atmosphere where you can see moss-covered trees and various rare plant species.
Gunung Brinchang, the highest mountain in Cameron Highlands, offers panoramic views of the entire
valley from its summit.

American writer Martha Gellhorn, who visited Cameron Highlands in 1939, wrote in her travel journal:
"Cameron Highlands was like a small piece of Britain located in the heart of the Malay Peninsula.
Afternoon tea time, rose gardens, and hydrangeas blooming in thick mist... I could not believe that all
of this existed near the equator. Yet the tropical jungle surrounding the area and the exotic spice
scents from the local market reminded me that this was the heart of Malaysia, not Britain."

Fraser's Hill is another popular highland resort located on the border between Pahang and Selangor
states. Located at an elevation of approximately 1,524 meters, this small town is famous for its
Scottish-style architecture, English gardens, and cool climate. Fraser's Hill is popular with
birdwatchers and is also the venue for the annual Malaysia International Bird Race.

Major attractions in Fraser's Hill include a colonial-era clock tower, golf courses, and various hiking
trails. The gardens of Fraser's Hill are filled with beautiful flowers and plants, making them ideal for
peaceful walks. Furthermore, this region is an optimal location for observing approximately 270 bird
species and ranks among Malaysia's most popular birdwatching destinations.

Bukit Tinggi is a highland area approximately 45 minutes from Kuala Lumpur, famous for a unique
themed resort called the French Village (Colmar Tropicale). Built after the model of the town of
Colmar in the Alsace region of France, this resort offers European-style architecture and atmosphere.
It also features a Japanese village and a botanical garden, providing diverse cultural experiences.

Genting Highlands

Genting Highlands is the most modern and popular highland resort in Malaysia, located at an
elevation of approximately 1,800 meters. Situated about an hour from Kuala Lumpur, it offers good
accessibility and is nicknamed the "City of Entertainment." This integrated entertainment resort, with
its concentration of casinos, theme parks, shopping malls, and hotels, is also known as Malaysia's
Las Vegas.
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Genting Highlands began in 1965 when Malaysian entrepreneur Lim Goh Tong envisioned building a
resort in the cool highlands near Kuala Lumpur. Despite rugged terrain and technical challenges, Lim
Goh Tong opened the first hotel and casino in 1971, after which Genting Highlands expanded
continuously to become a world-class tourist destination today.

The greatest attraction at Genting Highlands is Resorts World Genting, an integrated resort that
includes multiple hotels, theme parks, and shopping facilities. The Skytropolis indoor theme park,
which opened in 2018, features various rides and attractions, and in 2022, a new outdoor theme park
called Genting SkyWorlds opened. This theme park is themed around 20th Century Fox movie
characters and worlds, offering world-class entertainment.

For shopping enthusiasts, there is the Genting Highlands Premium Outlets, where products from
famous brands can be purchased at discounted prices. The resort also features various restaurants,
bars, and live performance venues, offering visitors abundant dining and entertainment options.

Another special experience at Genting Highlands is the cable car system called the Awana Skyway.
This 3.4-kilometer-long cable car runs from a railway station at the base of the mountain to the
Genting Highlands resort and provides breathtaking views of the dense tropical rainforest and valleys.
At dusk, visitors can enjoy beautiful sunsets along with sparkling lights from the areas below the
mountain.

Japanese travel writer Tanaka Hiroshi, who visited Genting Highlands in 2010, wrote in his travel
essay "Highland Regions of Southeast Asia": "Genting Highlands reveals an interesting contradiction
in Malaysian culture. As the only legally operating casino in a Muslim-majority nation, it reflects a
delicate balance between conservative religious values and modern entertainment. This glittering
resort complex, situated atop a mountain shrouded in mist, offers an experience of stepping into
another dimension. Below stretch dense tropical rainforests, while above, neon lights and modern
architecture nestle within the clouds."

Maxwell Hill, or Bukit Larut, is Malaysia's oldest resort, located near Taiping in Perak state.
Established in 1884, this highland was named after British colonial administrator William Edward
Maxwell. Located at an elevation of approximately 1,250 meters, Maxwell Hill maintains its unique
character and historical atmosphere, offering a less developed and quieter environment compared to
other highlands.

The only means of transportation to Maxwell Hill is government-operated jeeps, with only a limited
number of vehicles running daily. This restricted accessibility has helped protect Maxwell Hill from
excessive tourism and maintain its natural environment and unique atmosphere. At Maxwell Hill,
visitors can see several colonial-era bungalows and their surrounding beautiful gardens, and through
various hiking trails, experience rich flora and fauna.

It is popular with birdwatchers and is a good place to observe endemic and migratory birds of the
Malay Peninsula. Additionally, Maxwell Hill's forests are home to various butterflies, moths, and other
insects, making it an attractive destination for nature enthusiasts.
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British historian and writer Christina Dalbots wrote in her 2005 publication "Hill Stations of Malaya":
"Today, Maxwell Hill is like a portal into the past. While other Malaysian highland resorts have
transformed into modern resorts and tourist facilities, Maxwell Hill has remarkably preserved the
atmosphere of the British colonial era from the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. As you
ascend the winding mountain path on a misty morning, you feel as though you have returned to the
days when British colonial administrators sought this peaceful refuge to escape the tropical heat."

Kundasang

A highland area located in Sabah state, it boasts magnificent views of Mount Kinabalu. Located at an
elevation of approximately 1,900 meters, this region is famous for its cool climate and beautiful
scenery. Major attractions in Kundasang include Mount Kinabalu viewpoints, large-scale vegetable
farms, and a World War II memorial.

The Kundasang War Memorial is an important historical site honoring Australian and British prisoners
of war who died during Japan's "Death March" in World War II. The memorial comprises four beautiful
gardens (Australian Garden, British Garden, Borneo Garden, and Meditation Garden) and provides
visitors with understanding of significant historical events in the region.

Kundasang also features a unique attraction called the New Zealand Dairy Farm, where visitors can
see dairy cattle directly and taste freshly milked milk and dairy products. The farm offers beautiful
views combining peaceful countryside scenery and the majestic backdrop of Mount Kinabalu.

Australian travel writer Tim Bowes wrote about Kundasang in his blog "Borneo Diaries": "Kundasang
presents a completely different image from what we usually think of Malaysia. Lush vegetable farms
cascading down the hillsides and morning mist filling the valleys evoke the highlands of Nepal or
Peru. Yet the majestic silhouette of Mount Kinabalu in the distance and the surrounding tropical
vegetation remind us that this is unmistakably Borneo. This unique microclimate allows diverse
foreign plants to thrive, making Kundasang Sabah's 'vegetable basket,' where temperate crops
ranging from highland cabbage to strawberries are cultivated."

Malaysia's diverse highland resorts each have unique attractions and characteristics. While Cameron
Highlands and Fraser's Hill emphasize the atmosphere of the British colonial era and natural scenery,
Genting Highlands focuses on modern entertainment and resort facilities. Bukit Tinggi offers a
European-themed resort, Maxwell Hill provides historical atmosphere and conservation of the natural
environment, and Kundasang offers the beauty of mountainous terrain and historical significance.

This diversity provides visitors with a range of options to choose highland resorts that match their
preferences and travel purposes, adding rich experiences to their Malaysia travels. Moreover, these
highland areas are important locations that showcase the diverse climate, terrain, and fascinating
aspects of Malaysia's colonial history.
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Chapter 17: Practical Travel Information
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Part IV: Major Cities and Tourism

Using the Transportation System

Malaysia has relatively developed transportation infrastructure, allowing travelers to visit diverse
destinations easily. From moving within major cities to long-distance travel between cities, Malaysia's
transportation system offers various options.

Kuala Lumpur has the most developed public transportation system in Malaysia. The system consists
primarily of the LRT (light rail transit), MRT (mass rapid transit), monorail, KTM Commuter (suburban
train), and buses. For travelers to use Kuala Lumpur's public transportation efficiently, it is
recommended to purchase a 'Touch 'n Go' card or 'MyKad' (My Card). This prepaid card can be used
on most public transportation and offers convenience and discounts compared to buying individual
tickets with cash.

Rachel Lee, a travel blogger from Singapore, offers this advice on her blog "Malaysian Adventures":
"The most useful public transportation line in Kuala Lumpur is the Kelana Jaya LRT line, which
connects major tourist attractions such as KLCC (Petronas Twin Towers), Pasar Seni (near
Chinatown), and KL Sentral (the main transportation hub). KL Sentral is the point where all city rail
lines meet and also serves as the departure point for long-distance buses and trains to other cities in
Malaysia."

Another useful transportation option for travelers visiting Kuala Lumpur and surrounding areas is
ride-hailing services such as Grab. Often described as Southeast Asia's version of Uber, Grab offers
convenient transportation at reasonable prices through an easy-to-use app. It is useful for visiting
destinations not served by public transportation, traveling late at night, or when carrying multiple
bags.

Travel between cities on the Malaysian peninsula is mainly done by bus, train, or domestic air
service. Long-distance buses are the most economical option and have an extensive network
connecting most cities and towns. Major bus companies include Transnational, PLUS Liner, and Nice
Imperial, and tickets can be reserved in advance through online booking platforms such as Easybook
or CatchThatBus.

Travelers who prefer train travel can use the services of KTM (Keretapi Tanah Melayu), Malaysia's
national railway company. KTM operates a route that starts in Singapore and extends along the
Malaysian peninsula to the Thai border. KTM's ETS (Electric Train Service) is a fast and comfortable
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way to travel from Kuala Lumpur to northern cities such as Ipoh, Penang, and Padang Besar.

When traveling to the states of Sabah and Sarawak on the island of Borneo, domestic air service is
the most efficient means of transportation. Malaysia Airlines and AirAsia operate regular flights from
Kuala Lumpur to major cities on Borneo such as Kota Kinabalu, Kuching, Miri, and Sibu. Pre-booking
online often makes special discount fares available.

Malaysian travel writer Azman Ghani provides the following advice in his book "Backpacking
Malaysia": "AirAsia, a major domestic airline, often has prices cheaper than long-distance buses or
trains, so always compare prices among various transportation options. Also, since transportation
prices and availability can vary significantly depending on the tourist season in Malaysia, it is
advisable to book transportation at least a few weeks in advance during major holidays such as Hari
Raya festivals and Chinese New Year."

Ferry and boat services are important means of transportation for travelers visiting island regions.
Popular islands such as Langkawi, Penang, Tioman, and Perhentian are connected from the
mainland by regular ferry service. For example, Langkawi is connected to Penang and Satun
(Thailand) through the Kuah ferry terminal, and Penang is regularly connected to Butterworth.

It is also possible to rent a car in Malaysia, though it is primarily available at major tourist destinations
such as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, and Langkawi. When driving in Malaysia, remember that traffic
moves on the left side of the road and an international driver's license is required. Additionally, traffic
congestion can be severe in urban areas, and road conditions can vary in rural areas, requiring
caution.

British travel writer Simon Fletcher wrote on his blog about traveling in Malaysia: "While Malaysia's
transportation system is generally efficient and easy to use, it is important to always plan with plenty
of time. During monsoon season, weather-related delays can occur, and all forms of transportation
can be very congested during major holidays. Also, since the development of public transportation
varies by region in Malaysia, it is good to research transportation options for the regions you plan to
visit in advance."

By using Malaysia's transportation system efficiently, travelers can explore various destinations in this
diverse and attractive country easily and comfortably. By appropriately combining various
transportation options,public transportation, ride-hailing services, long-distance buses and trains,
domestic air service, and ferry service,travelers can create optimal travel plans suited to their
individual travel style and budget.

Tips for Using Google Maps

Google Maps is a very useful tool in Malaysia travel, but using it efficiently according to local
conditions requires a few special tips. Google Maps offers more than simple route-finding, providing
public transportation information, restaurant and tourist attraction recommendations, and offline
navigation functions.
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The first thing to know when using Google Maps in Malaysia is that information about some remote
areas or recently developed areas may not be completely updated. The accuracy of Google Maps
can be lower in some areas of the island of Borneo or in rural areas of the Malaysian peninsula.

Jason Chen, an Australian travel blogger, offers this advice on his blog "Southeast Asia Travel
Notes": "When using Google Maps in Malaysia, always update the app to get the latest information. It
is also good to search using the place name in addition to the address to confirm that the destination
is marked accurately. For example, to visit the Kek Lok Si temple in Penang, you can search for 'Kek
Lok Si Temple' to confirm the exact location."

One useful Google Maps feature in Malaysia is public transportation information. In major cities such
as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, and Johor Bahru, Google Maps provides routes and schedules for public
transportation such as buses, trains, and light rail. After entering your destination and selecting the
public transportation icon, it provides detailed guidance on various transportation options, estimated
travel time, and walking routes.

If internet connection is unstable during your Malaysia trip or you are concerned about data roaming
costs, it is good to use Google Maps' offline function. When connected to Wi-Fi at a hotel or cafe,
downloading maps of areas you plan to visit in advance allows you to check your location through
GPS and find routes without internet.

The method for downloading offline maps is simple. In the Google Maps app, tap your profile icon,
select 'Offline Maps', and tap 'Select Your Own Map'. Then adjust the area you want to download on
the screen and press the 'Download' button. Downloading maps by major city or tourist area in
Malaysia can be very useful during travel.

Many cities in Malaysia have complex one-way streets and sudden road changes, so it is good to use
Google Maps' 'Live Traffic Updates' feature. This function displays current traffic conditions in color
(green for smooth, red for congested) to help select the most efficient route.

British travel writer Emma Wilson shares the following useful tip in her travel guide "Malaysia A
Budget Traveler's Guide": "When using Google Maps in Malaysia, frequently check the 'Walking'
option. Car routes often follow one-way streets or elevated highways, which can be impossible or
very inefficient for walking. In Kuala Lumpur, walking routes often provide faster shortcuts and
pleasant air-conditioned paths through shopping malls or pedestrian bridges."

Google Maps is also very helpful in discovering good restaurants and hidden food establishments in
Malaysia. Using the 'Nearby' feature allows you to find restaurants, cafes, food stalls, and other
establishments near your current location, and you can gauge quality and popularity through user
reviews and ratings.

Malaysian local travel guide Nur Azizah offers this advice: "If you want to experience authentic
Malaysian cuisine, search for local restaurants with high ratings on Google Maps. It is good to choose
places with many reviews and many reviews from locals. Foreign tourists often focus only on
restaurants near famous tourist sites, but venturing a little further through Google Maps allows you to
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discover more authentic and affordable local food establishments. In areas such as 'Old Town' in Ipoh
or 'Georgetown' in Penang, Google Maps' recommendation feature is useful for finding hidden gem
restaurants."

Another thing to be aware of when using Google Maps is that Malaysia's street names and building
number systems may differ from Western countries. Sometimes locating places based on landmarks
or well-known buildings can be more efficient than using exact addresses. For example, when finding
a specific restaurant in Kuala Lumpur, searching for 'next to Petronas Twin Towers' or 'inside Suria
KLCC mall' can yield more accurate results than using a precise address.

Michael Jordans, a digital nomad from Canada, shares this unique tip on his blog "Digital Traveler":
"The secret to maximizing Google Maps in Malaysia is the 'Save Pin' function. Before your trip, save
all the places you want to visit and classify them by color. For example, you can mark restaurants in
red, shopping places in blue, and tourist attractions in green. This allows you to see at a glance what
interesting places are nearby during your actual travel and helps you use time efficiently."

Considering Malaysia's tropical climate, it is important to keep in mind that Google Maps' distance
and travel time estimates may not account for hot weather and sudden showers. Walking times may
actually take longer, so it is good to plan with extra time.

Singapore travel blogger Tai Mei Ling offers this advice: "In Malaysia, always add 20-30% extra time
to Google Maps' estimated walking times. In large cities like Kuala Lumpur, travel may take longer
than expected due to waiting times at crosswalks, crowded sidewalks, and unexpected detours.
Additionally, during the hottest hours between 2-4 p.m., you will walk more slowly, requiring more
time."

In parts of Malaysia, particularly rural areas on the island of Borneo and national parks, GPS signals
may be weak or absent. If you plan to visit such areas, it is good to prepare offline maps or paper
maps in addition to Google Maps. It is also important to seek help from local guides or obtain
information in advance from accommodation staff.

If you plan to visit religious facilities such as mosques or temples, it is good to check visiting hours
and dress codes in advance. Google Maps' place information often includes these details, but current
information may not always be reflected, so it is good to confirm with locals or check official websites.

Local Food Recommendations

Malaysia is known for rich and diverse cuisine influenced by Malay, Chinese, Indian, and various
indigenous cultures. For travelers, experiencing local food is an important part of understanding
Malaysian culture and an opportunity to feel the true flavors and aromas of this country.

Nasi Lemak

This is a dish you must taste. Featuring fragrant rice cooked in coconut milk served with sambal
(spicy chili sauce), boiled eggs, roasted peanuts, anchovies (ikan bilis), and cucumber slices, this
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dish is popular for breakfast but can be enjoyed anytime during the day. Village Park in Kuala Lumpur
and Ali Nasi Lemak in Penang are well-known places to taste authentic nasi lemak.

American food critic Anthony Bourdain once said about Malaysian cuisine: "Nasi lemak is not just a
dish. It is cuisine that captures the soul of Malaysia. The fragrant rice soaked in coconut milk, with a
touch of sweetness and saltiness, and the spiciness of sambal combine perfectly. And the most
remarkable thing is that this dish can be enjoyed anywhere, from simple food stalls to upscale
restaurants."

Rendang

This is a beef dish cooked slowly in coconut milk and spices. Though originally from the Minangkabau
region of Sumatra in Indonesia, rendang is widely loved in Malaysia as well. It is a special dish often
eaten during Hari Raya (the Islamic festival). Rendang, characterized by rich spices and tender meat,
is served with nasi (rice) or ketupat (rice cake).

Malaysian local food expert Noraini Othman explains in her cookbook "Flavours of Malaysia":
"Authentic rendang is cooked slowly for at least four hours or more. Through this process, the meat
juices, coconut milk, and various spices blend perfectly to create a unique taste and texture. Good
rendang should have the meat juices completely reduced and coating the meat, with a spicy flavor
accompanied by subtle sweetness and rich aroma."

Laksa

This is a popular noodle soup enjoyed in different versions across various regions of Malaysia. The
two most well-known varieties are Penang Asam Laksa and Sarawak Laksa. Penang Asam Laksa
features thick rice noodles in a tangy fish-based broth, topped with mint, pineapple, onion, and chili.
Sarawak Laksa, on the other hand, consists of thin rice noodles topped with shrimp, chicken, and egg
in a broth made with coconut milk, sambal, galangal, and lemongrass.

Lee Chin Kee, a well-known food blogger in Penang, explains on his blog "Penang Food Safari":
"Penang Asam Laksa is a harmonious blend of complex flavors. Sourness, saltiness, spiciness, and
sweetness come together in a single bowl, accompanied by the aromas of mint and fish, creating a
truly unique experience. The best asam laksa can be tasted at a food stall in Air Itam that has been
making this dish the same way for decades."

Char Koay Teow

A popular stir-fried rice noodle dish from Penang, Malaysia. Wide rice noodles are quickly stir-fried in
a high-heat wok with soy sauce, chili, and shrimp paste, then combined with Chinese sausage (lap
cheong), shrimp, clams, bean sprouts, eggs, and more. The dish's distinctive flavor comes from what
is called 'wok hei', a unique smoky taste that emerges when cooking at extremely high heat.

Satay
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A skewered meat dish popular throughout Malaysia. Marinated small pieces of meat, primarily
chicken, beef, or lamb, are threaded on skewers, grilled over charcoal, and served with peanut
sauce. It is typically eaten with ketupuh (compressed rice cake), cucumber, and onions. Jalan Alor
Street Food in Kuala Lumpur and the Kajang area are known for delicious satay.

Roti Canai

A signature breakfast dish in Malaysia, this is a thin, layered flatbread influenced by Indian cuisine.
The bread is served with dhal (lentil curry) or various curries, and is eaten by tearing pieces off by
hand and dipping them in sauce. Beyond the basic roti canai, there are many variations including egg
(roti telur), onion (roti bombay), and banana (roti pisan).

Peranakan or Nyonya Cuisine

A distinctive fusion cuisine found in Malacca and Penang, Malaysia. Combining Chinese cooking
methods with Malay and Indonesian spices and techniques, this cuisine forms an important part of
Malaysia's food culture. Representative nyonya dishes include asam pedas (spicy shrimp or fish
curry), ayam buah keluak (steamed pork or chicken dish), and nyonya bak wan (spinach and chili
cooked in coconut milk).

Peranakan cuisine expert Linda Lee explains in her cookbook 'Secrets of Nyonya Flavours':
"Peranakan cuisine is among the most complex and sophisticated cooking styles in Malaysian
cuisine. Each dish demands a perfect balance of multiple spices and ingredients, and preparation
often requires more than a day. These dishes are made from secret family recipes passed down
through generations in Peranakan households, and each family takes pride in their unique version."

In Malaysia, street food and night markets, known locally as 'Pasar Malam', offer an unforgettable
culinary experience. In these markets, you can taste a variety of local dishes at affordable prices,
ranging from asam laksa and char koay teow to numerous snacks and desserts. Jalan Alor in Kuala
Lumpur, Gurney Drive Hawker Centre in Penang, and Jonker Street Night Market in Malacca are
must-visit food destinations.

For dessert, you can enjoy various local treats including cendol, ice kacang, and tau fu fah. Cendol is
a cooling dessert made with coconut milk and palm sugar syrup (gula melaka) with green jelly
noodles and ice, while ice kacang is a shaved ice dessert topped with various syrups, condensed
milk, jelly, and fruit.

To experience local food to the fullest during your Malaysia trip, seek out restaurants and street stalls
where locals gather. Consulting Google Maps reviews or local food blogs is helpful, as is asking hotel
staff or local residents for recommendations. Joining a food tour allows you to discover hidden gems
with a local guide and learn about each dish's history and cultural background.

Travel Precautions and Tips



82

Malaysia is generally a safe travel destination, but as with all overseas travel, keeping several
precautions in mind helps ensure a safer and more enjoyable journey. Below are cultural, practical
tips and safety information that travelers should know.

Malaysia is a country where Islam is the primary religion, so appropriate dress is important when
visiting rural or conservative areas. Female travelers should wear clothing that covers shoulders and
knees, and when visiting mosques or religious sites, it is wise to prepare a headscarf and long pants
or a long skirt. Men should similarly wear long pants rather than shorts when visiting religious sites.

Malaysia travel expert Sarah Wilson advises in her guidebook 'Malaysia Travel Essentials': "Malaysia
is a country where diverse cultures and religions coexist. In major cities like Kuala Lumpur and
Penang, dress is relatively relaxed, but when visiting conservative states like Kelantan or
Terengganu, more modest clothing is advisable. During Ramadan, refrain from eating or drinking in
public places and show respect for local culture."

Malaysia's weather is hot and humid year-round, with sudden showers frequent. Travelers should
always carry a small umbrella or rain jacket. It is also important to drink plenty of water to prevent
dehydration from heat and humidity, and to apply sunscreen regularly.

Travel blogger Jason Lee from Australia wrote on his blog about Malaysia travel: "Adapting to
Malaysia's tropical climate takes time. If planning outdoor activities, it is best to schedule them for
early morning or late afternoon. From noon to 3 p.m. is the hottest and most humid time, so it is wise
to plan indoor activities or rest during these hours. Also, do not forget to carry insect repellent at all
times. In natural or rural areas, mosquito bites are quite likely."

In Malaysia, it is not recommended to drink tap water directly. It is best to purchase bottled water or
drink filtered water provided by hotels. Regarding food, street food is often tasty and safe, but it is
wise to check hygiene standards carefully and eat where many local people gather.

In terms of safety, Malaysia generally has a low crime rate, but in major cities, one should be cautious
of pickpockets and motorcycle snatching. Keep valuables in a hotel safe, and carry a copy of your
passport separately. Avoid walking alone late at night, and be especially careful in sparsely populated
areas.

Ram Chandran, a former tourism police officer with Malaysia's police department, offers the following
safety tips: "The most common crime targeting tourists in Malaysia is motorcycle snatching. When
walking near the road, carry your handbag or bag on the side away from traffic, and be aware of your
surroundings when using a smartphone. When using taxis, use official taxis or ride-hailing apps like
Grab. And as with all travel, it is important to purchase travel insurance."

If you plan to visit any national parks or nature reserves, it is wise to check and prepare any required
permits or entrance fees in advance. Some popular national parks limit visitor numbers, so advance
booking is essential. In these areas, stay on designated trails and do not approach wildlife or feed
them.
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Maintaining cultural sensitivity during your trip is also important. When visiting mosques or temples,
remove your shoes and avoid disturbing religious ceremonies or prayer times. Respect for Malaysia's
diverse ethnic groups and religions is essential. It is best to avoid sensitive topics related to religion or
politics.

Travel writer Lisa Tan from Singapore advises in her book 'Southeast Asian Travel Etiquette': "In
Malaysia, always use your right hand when passing food or shaking hands. The left hand is
traditionally considered the one used in the bathroom. Touching someone's head is also impolite, and
pointing your feet at another person or placing them on furniture is considered disrespectful.
Understanding and respecting these small cultural differences enables more meaningful interaction
with local people."

There are also things to note when using transportation during your Malaysia trip. In major cities like
Kuala Lumpur, traffic congestion can be heavy, so it is wise to plan travel time with flexibility. When
using long-distance buses or trains, advance ticket booking is important, especially during holidays or
weekends when early reservations are crucial.

While English is widely spoken in Malaysia, learning basic Malay greetings and expressions of
gratitude helps with communication. It is good to know basic phrases such as 'Selamat pagi' (Good
morning), 'Terima kasih' (Thank you), and 'Silakan' (Welcome).

Finally, before traveling to Malaysia, it is essential to purchase travel insurance, keep copies of your
passport and important documents stored separately, and note emergency contact numbers
(embassy, consulate, local police). It is also wise to pack basic medicines (digestants, pain relievers,
anti-diarrhea medication, etc.) in case you are unaccustomed to local food and water.

Keeping these precautions and tips in mind during your travels will help ensure a safer and richer
experience in Malaysia. Malaysia is a captivating country offering diverse culture, history, nature, and
cuisine, and will leave travelers with unforgettable memories.
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Chapter 18: Anyone Can Backpack with GPT and Gemini
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Part 4: Major Cities and Tourism

AI Translates Every Language on Earth

The most frustrating moment in foreign travel comes when you hit a language barrier. You cannot
read menus and feel lost deciding what to order, or you misunderstand street signs and bus
announcements and get lost. But now a smartphone and AI are all you need to solve these problems
easily.

Simply take a photo and upload it to an AI chatbot like Gemini, ChatGPT, or Claude. The advantage
of this method is that it does not just translate text but understands the situation and offers advice as
well.

You Can Ask for Food Recommendations from Local Menus

In a restaurant, take a photo of the menu and ask the AI, "Recommend dishes that vegetarians can
eat from this menu." The AI translates the menu, selects and recommends vegetarian options, and
explains the characteristics of each dish.

You can also ask specific questions like "I have an allergy. Does this dish contain peanuts?"

You can also ask for recommendations suited to Korean tastes. If the menu shows prices in local
currency, just photograph and upload it, then say "Check the exchange rate through an internet
search and tell me how much it costs in Korean won." That is all you need to do.

Useful for Checking Schedules at Train Stations and Bus Stops

Photograph a schedule and ask, "Find buses to the airport after 3 p.m." The AI analyzes the schedule
and gives you the bus number, departure time, and fare. When you cannot understand train tickets or
airline tickets in the local language, photograph them and ask, "Find the seat number and platform on
this ticket." You get an immediate answer.

When purchasing airline tickets or train and bus tickets at the counter, even if you do not know the
local language, you can input in Korean and ask for the content to be translated and displayed in the
local language. Then show the text displayed on the screen to the counter staff. When locals try to
explain something, turn on the microphone in the GPT or Gemini app and hold it up to understand
and display the local language. When you ask for that content to be translated into Korean, instant
conversation and communication becomes possible.
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You Can Get Translations of Historical Site Descriptions and Request Additional Background
Information

When you see a historical building or sculpture at a tourist site and are curious, AI serves as an
excellent guide. Photograph a building or statue and say "Explain what this is." The AI tells you the
history and significance of the building and things to watch for when visiting. When a description next
to an artwork in a museum or gallery is only in the local language, photographing the placard and
requesting a translation allows you to appreciate the artwork more deeply.

AI Translation Is Essential When Shopping

When ingredient lists or usage instructions for cosmetics or food are only in the local language,
photograph them and ask, "Explain this product's ingredients and usage method in Korean."

It Is Also Useful at Hospitals and Pharmacies

At a pharmacy, it is especially important. Send a photograph of the medication instructions and ask,
"Tell me this medication's benefits, side effects, and how to take it." You can purchase medicine
safely.

How to Use Appliances Like Washing Machines and Air Conditioners at Your Lodging

Even when control buttons are labeled in unfamiliar foreign languages, photograph the control panel
and ask the AI, and it will explain the function of each button. If something appears broken, you can
ask the AI to analyze the symptoms of any device and tell you how to fix it.

You Can Ask About Fruits, Ingredients, Plants, and Animals

When you discover unfamiliar fruits or ingredients at a local supermarket, photograph them and ask,
"What is this and how do I eat it?" You can learn cooking methods too.

There are many ways to use AI for travel information search. Before your trip, ask the AI, "I am going
to travel in Yerevan for three days. Create a recommended itinerary. I like historical sites and local
food." You can receive a customized travel plan. After arriving locally, you can get real-time
information by asking, "Recommend a local restaurant near Republic Square where I can have dinner
now."

Photograph the sign of an interesting shop or restaurant you find while walking and ask, "Tell me
about this store and its reviews." The AI recognizes the shop name and finds related information.
When you see a local newspaper or poster and are curious about what event it is, photograph it and
ask the AI about it, and you can learn the event details and how to participate.

In emergencies, AI photo translation becomes a lifeline. When you receive a diagnosis or prescription
from a hospital but it is only in the local language, you can photograph and translate it to accurately
understand your health status. Similarly, you can translate and understand documents received from
a police station or embassy.
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You Can Ask for Local Directions and Route Finding

Without necessarily using Google Maps, you can get information about how to move from one place
to another, travel routes, and nearby restaurants. In particular, Gemini, an AI released by Google that
has learned well from Google Maps data, can provide even more useful answers in this case.
However, Google Maps is still more accurate overall.

To use these AI features, you need some preparation.

First, before leaving your country, install Gemini, ChatGPT, or Claude apps on your smartphone and
familiarize yourself with how to use them.

It is also important to prepare for international data roaming or local SIM cards and eSIM to secure
internet connectivity while abroad.

If you travel in areas with unstable internet, it is good to download offline language packs for Google
Translate in advance or save important information as screenshots. When taking photos, focus to
make text clear and secure sufficient lighting so the AI can recognize it accurately. If a menu or sign
is too long, divide it into multiple photos and upload them in order.

AI photo translation and information search have become essential tools for international travel. You
can take on challenges you hesitated about due to language barriers, travel freely like a local, and
remain calm even in unexpected situations. In an age when a single smartphone makes the whole
world your playground, embark on a richer journey with AI.

The commands shown in the photo are Armenian language translations, but AI has sufficient
translation capabilities for Malay, Thai, Khmer, Georgian, Thai, and all languages throughout the
world.
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Chapter 19: Diverse Industrial Structure
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Part Four: Major Cities and Tourism

An Electronics and Manufacturing Powerhouse

Since the 1970s, Malaysia has successfully transitioned from an agriculture-based economy to a
diversified economy centered on manufacturing and services through systematic industrialization
policies. The electronics sector has become a core industry of the Malaysian economy and accounts
for a significant portion of national exports.

Malaysia's electronics industry began in earnest in the early 1970s when the American company Intel
established its first overseas manufacturing facility in Penang. The industry subsequently
experienced rapid growth as global electronics firms such as Texas Instruments, Motorola, and
Hitachi established production bases in Malaysia.

Raj Gupta, an economist at the Asian Development Bank (ADB), remarks: "The key to Malaysia's
success in electronics manufacturing was a combination of the government's farsighted industrial
policies, affordable yet skilled labor, strategic location, and a stable political environment. The
manufacturing-oriented policies implemented by the Malaysian government from the 1970s onward
and various incentives to attract foreign direct investment served as catalysts for the development of
the electronics industry."

Today, Malaysia produces a wide range of electronic products, including semiconductors, electronic
components, computers and peripherals, telecommunications equipment, and consumer appliances.
In the semiconductor sector, Malaysia is one of the world's leading production countries, with global
firms such as Intel, AMD, Broadcom, and Texas Instruments conducting important production and
research and development activities in Malaysia.

Penang has become the hub of Malaysia's electronics industry, earning the nickname "Silicon Valley
of the East." Hundreds of electronics-related companies are concentrated around the Bayan Lepas
Free Industrial Zone in Penang state, and this region plays an important role in global electronics
supply chains.

Tan Sri Rafidah Aziz, author of "The History of Malaysia's Industrial Revolution" (published in 2019)
and former Minister of International Trade and Industry, recalls: "In the 1980s and 1990s, we worked
to develop the industry from simple assembly operations toward increasingly complex and
higher-value-added activities. Through close cooperation between government and business, and
through investments in education and technology development, Malaysia acquired global
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competitiveness in electronics manufacturing."

Malaysia's manufacturing sector has diversified beyond electronics into various fields including
automobiles, chemicals, construction materials, palm oil processing, and medical devices. The
development of domestic automobile brands such as Proton and Perodua exemplifies Malaysia's
industrial development capabilities.

Proton, Malaysia's first domestically produced automobile company, was established in 1983 under
the leadership of Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad. Initially, it produced automobiles through
technology cooperation with Mitsubishi. Currently, China's Geely has acquired a stake and is working
to strengthen global competitiveness.

Harvard University industrial policy expert Professor Devesh Kapur assesses Malaysia's
industrialization process as follows: "Malaysia's industrialization model bears similarities to other
success stories in East Asia, but it is noteworthy that it adopted a unique approach reflecting the
characteristics of a multiethnic society. The 'New Economic Policy' (NEP), implemented from 1971
onward, pursued the dual objective of advancing industrialization while expanding economic
participation by Bumiputra (indigenous Malays)."

Recently, Malaysia announced the "Industry4WRD" policy in 2018 to address the new industrial
revolution known as "Industry 4.0." This policy aims to advance the digitalization, intelligence, and
high-value-addition of manufacturing by utilizing technologies such as digitization, artificial
intelligence, big data, and robotics.

Malaysia's electronics and manufacturing sector faces multiple challenges, including the
reorganization of global supply chains, the rise of low-cost competitors, and accelerating
technological change. However, drawing on its skilled workforce, advanced infrastructure, strategic
location, and continuous innovation efforts, Malaysia is working to maintain and develop its position
as a major manufacturing hub in Asia.

Natural Resources and the Palm Oil Industry

Malaysia is a country with abundant natural resources, and various resources such as petroleum,
natural gas, tin, timber, and palm oil have played important roles in the country's economic
development. The palm oil industry has grown into one of Malaysia's representative agriculture-based
industries.

Malaysia, together with Indonesia, leads global palm oil production and accounts for approximately
25 to 30 percent of world palm oil exports. Palm oil is used in various products including cooking oil,
cosmetics, biofuels, and detergents, and is an important source of foreign exchange earnings for
Malaysia.

According to the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB), Malaysia currently has approximately five million
hectares of oil palm plantations, which represents about 15 percent of the country's land area. The
palm oil industry directly employs approximately 600,000 workers, and when including related
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industries, it affects the livelihoods of approximately two million people, making it an important
industry.

Dr. Ahmad Ibrahim, a specialist in Malaysian agricultural economics, explains as follows: "The palm
oil industry is the backbone of Malaysia's rural economy, providing income and employment
opportunities for numerous small-scale farmers and workers. Moreover, Malaysia has expanded the
industry throughout the entire value chain, moving beyond simple palm oil production to include
processing, refining, development of value-added products, and biofuel production."

However, the palm oil industry faces various sustainability challenges related to environmental
destruction, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, and labor conditions. In response, Malaysia is
promoting several initiatives for sustainable palm oil production. The Malaysian Sustainable Palm Oil
(MSPO) certification system, introduced in 2008, is designed to promote environmental protection,
social responsibility, and best agricultural practices, and has been mandatory for all palm oil
producers since 2019.

Raja Badarudin, an environmental policy researcher, states: "The Malaysian palm oil industry is
adapting to global demands for sustainability. Beyond MSPO certification, it is investing in research
and development to increase productivity, raise production without expanding land, and minimize
environmental impact. However, stricter regulations in major markets such as the European Union
and competition from alternative vegetable oils remain ongoing challenges."

In the petroleum and natural gas sectors, Malaysia is one of the major producing countries in
Southeast Asia. PETRONAS, a state-owned enterprise responsible for developing Malaysia's oil and
gas resources, has grown into a global energy company. PETRONAS is Malaysia's largest company
and the country's biggest tax contributor, accounting for a significant portion of national revenue.

Established in 1974, PETRONAS is a state-owned enterprise 100 percent owned by the Malaysian
government, and currently operates business in more than 30 countries worldwide, including Africa,
the Middle East, Central Asia, and South America, in addition to domestic operations. PETRONAS is
recognized as one of the world's leading companies in liquefied natural gas (LNG) production and
export.

Energy industry analyst Michael Lee analyzes the factors behind PETRONAS' success as follows:
"PETRONAS' success stems from long-term vision, an internationalization strategy, and an
integrated approach across the entire petroleum and gas value chain. The LNG complex located in
Bintulu, Sarawak, is one of the world's largest LNG production facilities and has positioned Malaysia
as a major LNG exporting nation."

The tin industry was once an important part of the Malaysian economy, but its significance declined
after the 1980s due to falling tin prices and decreasing reserves. Nevertheless, Malaysia retains the
historical legacy of being a tin-producing country, and tin mining continues in some regions.

The timber industry has also played an important role in the Malaysian economy. Malaysia is one of
the major exporters of high-quality tropical timber, and recently has shifted its focus from simple log
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exports to producing high-value-added timber products such as furniture, doors and window frames,
and plywood. However, sustainable forest management and the prevention of illegal logging remain
key challenges in this sector.

Anisah Ahmad, Director of the Malaysian Forestry Department, states: "Malaysia is working to
balance forest conservation with timber industry development. The introduction of a certification
system through the Malaysian Timber Certification Council (MTCC) was an important step in
promoting sustainable forest management and maintaining international market access for Malaysian
timber products."

Overall, Malaysia's natural resource industries are changing in response to global challenges such as
environmental conservation, sustainability, and climate change mitigation. Amid these changes,
Malaysia continues its efforts to increase the value-added of resource-based industries, adopt
environmentally sustainable practices, reduce dependence on resources, and transition to a
knowledge-based economy.

The Development of Tourism and Its Economic Contribution

Tourism has grown into an important sector of the Malaysian economy, making substantial
contributions to foreign exchange earnings, job creation, and regional economic development. With
diverse tourism resources including beautiful beaches, lush tropical rainforests, varied cultural
heritage, modern cities, and distinctive food culture, Malaysia attracts millions of domestic and
international visitors annually.

Malaysia's tourism industry began its full-scale development in the 1990s. When the Malaysian
government first launched the "Visit Malaysia Year" campaign in 1990, the number of foreign visitors
stood at approximately 7.4 million. Subsequently, through systematic tourism promotion policies and
infrastructure investment, the tourism industry grew steadily, and by 2019, before the COVID-19
pandemic, approximately 26 million international visitors had come to Malaysia.

According to Tourism Malaysia statistics, tourism accounts for approximately 15 to 20 percent of
Malaysia's GDP and directly and indirectly creates approximately three million jobs. Visitors from
neighboring countries such as Singapore, China, Indonesia, Thailand, and Brunei make up a large
share, and in recent years, visitor numbers from the Middle East, Europe, and North America have
been increasing.

Tourism policy expert Nora Abu Hassan analyzes the success factors of Malaysia's tourism industry
as follows: "The success of Malaysian tourism results from multiple factors working in combination.
Government-led aggressive marketing campaigns, effective branding such as 'Malaysia Truly Asia,'
development of diverse tourism products, continuous investment in tourism infrastructure, and above
all, the harmony between Malaysia's multicultural characteristics and spirit of hospitality provide a
unique tourism experience."

Malaysia's major tourist attractions include modern landmarks such as the Petronas Twin Towers in
Kuala Lumpur, UNESCO World Heritage cities such as Malacca and Georgetown (Penang), beautiful
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islands and beaches such as Langkawi, Tioman, and Redang, natural attractions such as Taman
Negara, Mount Kinabalu, and Mulu National Park, and cities renowned for their diverse food culture
such as Penang, Ipoh, and Kuching.

Recently, Malaysia has been growing in specialized tourism sectors such as medical tourism, MICE
(Meeting, Incentive, Convention, Exhibition) tourism, educational tourism, and ecotourism, moving
beyond simple vacation destinations. Medical tourism is a rapidly growing sector thanks to Malaysia's
advanced medical facilities, skilled medical professionals, and relatively affordable costs.

International tourism consultant David Chen explains Malaysia's strengths in tourism as follows: "One
of Malaysia's greatest competitive advantages is value for money. It offers high-quality tourism
experiences at relatively affordable costs compared to some tourist destinations in neighboring
Singapore and Thailand. Moreover, English is widely used, making communication easy, and the
peaceful coexistence of diverse cultures and religions gives many tourists a sense of safety and
familiarity."

However, Malaysia's tourism industry suffered significantly from the COVID-19 pandemic. Border
closures and travel restrictions caused international visitor numbers to plummet in 2020 and 2021. In
response, the Malaysian government implemented various policies including promotion of domestic
tourism, strengthened digital marketing, and support for tourism workers.

In its recovery process following the pandemic, Malaysia's tourism industry faces multiple challenges
and opportunities. The use of digital technology, development of sustainable tourism, adaptation to
new tourism trends, and diversified marketing strategies are emerging as key tasks for future
development.

Zaina Abdullah, an official at the Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture, states: "We are adapting to
the new tourism paradigm after COVID-19. We aim for sustainable and responsible recovery of the
tourism industry through enhanced protocols for sanitation and safety, development of outdoor and
nature-based tourism products, and expansion of contactless services using digital technology. We
are also working to attract long-term stay tourists through programs such as 'Malaysia My Second
Home' (MM2H)."

For continued growth and development of Malaysia's tourism industry, the government and private
sector are focusing on infrastructure improvement, service quality enhancement, development of new
tourism products, and establishment of effective marketing strategies. Through these efforts,
Malaysia is working to solidify its position as a major tourism destination in Southeast Asia and to
enable tourism to contribute more significantly to the national economy.

The Transition to a Digital Economy

Malaysia is actively pursuing a transition to a digital economy beyond traditional industrial sectors.
Through various initiatives such as building information and communications technology (ICT)
infrastructure, nurturing a digital startup ecosystem, activating e-commerce, and expanding digital
government services, Malaysia is working to emerge as a digital hub in Southeast Asia.
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Malaysia's transition to a digital economy can trace its origins to the "Multimedia Super Corridor"
(MSC) project initiated by Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad in the 1990s. Started in 1996, this
project aimed to develop a high-technology cluster south of Kuala Lumpur and to attract domestic
and international ICT companies to transform Malaysia into a knowledge-based economy.

Known as the 'MSC Malaysia' initiative, this program designated special economic zones including
Cyberjaya and Putrajaya, and offered various incentives to companies investing in these regions: tax
benefits, intellectual property protection, internet censorship exemptions, and more. As a result,
global technology companies such as Microsoft, IBM, and HP established regional offices in
Malaysia.

Digital economy specialist Arif Rahman assesses it this way: "The MSC initiative was a visionary
project for its time and laid the foundation for building Malaysia's digital infrastructure and developing
its ICT industry. Although not all objectives were achieved as planned, this project was an important
first step in transforming Malaysia into a digital economy."

In 2017, the Malaysian government launched the Digital Free Trade Zone (DFTZ). Begun in
partnership with China's Alibaba Group, this project aims to promote e-commerce by enabling small
and medium enterprises to sell products across borders. The DFTZ comprises an e-commerce
logistics hub, a satellite services hub, and a digital services platform.

Susan Wong, Director of Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC), explains: "The DFTZ
serves as a gateway for small and medium enterprises to access global markets. By simplifying
complex regulations and procedures through a digital platform, we help companies participate in
international trade more easily. This is making a significant contribution to Malaysia's growth as an
e-commerce hub in Southeast Asia."

Malaysia is also pursuing a national digital transformation plan called the Malaysia Digital Economy
Blueprint (MyDIGITAL). Announced in 2021, this plan aims to have the digital economy contribute
22.6 percent to GDP, create 500,000 jobs, and provide high-speed internet to all households by
2025.

One key element of this plan is the expansion of digital government services. Malaysia seeks to
integrate and expand e-government services to provide better service to citizens and increase
government operational efficiency. Through the MyGovernment portal, various administrative
services including tax payment, permit applications, and business registration are provided online.
The country is also introducing a digital identity verification system to implement safer and more
efficient e-government services.

The growth of the fintech industry in Malaysia's digital transformation is also noteworthy. Bank
Negara Malaysia operates a regulatory sandbox to support fintech innovation and is promoting the
digitalization of financial services through digital banking licenses. Various fintech services such as
mobile payments, digital wallets, crowdfunding, and peer-to-peer lending are actively operating in
Malaysia, contributing to expanded financial inclusion.
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James Wilson, a digital economy analyst at Oxford Business Group, analyzes it this way: "Malaysia's
fintech ecosystem is growing rapidly thanks to active government support, a relatively mature
financial market, and a young population familiar with digital technology. Government-led digital
wallet incentive programs such as e-Tunai Rakyat and ePENJANA have significantly accelerated
digital payment adoption."

Another important part of the digital economy is digital content and the creative industries. Malaysia is
developing regional strengths in animation, game development, and digital video content, and is
supporting growth in these fields through the Digital Content Ecosystem Policy (DICE). Clusters
specialized in animation and game development have formed in Penang and Johor Bahru, and
content produced there is recognized in international markets.

Ismail Zainuddin, President of the Malaysia Digital Creators Association, says: "Malaysian animations
such as Upin & Ipin and BoBoiBoy have achieved great success at home and abroad, demonstrating
the potential of Malaysia's digital content industry. With government support, private investment, and
a creative talent pool, Malaysia has the potential to grow into a major digital content hub in Asia."

To support digital technology innovation, Malaysia is making active efforts to build a startup
ecosystem. The Malaysia Tech Entrepreneur Programme (MTEP) has simplified visa issuance so
that global tech entrepreneurs can establish and operate startups in Malaysia. Additionally,
government-backed investment institutions such as Cradle Fund provide funding for early-stage
startups, and MaGIC (Malaysian Global Innovation & Creativity Centre) supports startup education,
mentoring, and networking.

In and around Kuala Lumpur, various coworking spaces and startup incubators such as The Nest,
WORQ, and Common Ground are operating actively. These spaces serve as hubs where
entrepreneurs, investors, and mentors can exchange ideas and collaborate.

Notable Malaysian tech startup success stories include the travel booking platform Easybook, the
on-demand service platform Kaodim, and the real estate portal PropertyGuru. Grab, which aims to be
a super app, is headquartered in Singapore, but its cofounder is Malaysian and the company
operates significant operations in the region.

Amanda Gu, a digital economy specialist at the World Bank, assesses Malaysia's startup ecosystem
this way: "Malaysia's startup ecosystem is not yet as large as Singapore's or Indonesia's, but it
continues to grow thanks to a highly educated workforce, relatively low operating costs, and strategic
geographic location. Competitive startups are emerging in business-to-business software, fintech,
and life sciences."

One important factor in Malaysia's digital economy transformation is the development of digital
technology workforce. Through the Digital Talent Development Blueprint, the Malaysian government
aims to train 200,000 digital professionals by 2025. To this end, it is investing in coding schools,
digital technology training programs, and online learning platforms, and is also revising university
curricula to align with industry needs.
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Lee Chia, who runs a nonprofit educational initiative called FutureMakers, says: "The most important
factor in the success of Malaysia's digital transformation is ultimately talent. We need education
throughout the entire process, starting with teaching programming and digital literacy from elementary
school through providing university graduates with practical digital skills. Additionally, retraining
programs must be expanded so that existing workers can adapt to the digital age."

Challenges also exist in Malaysia's digital economy transformation. Major issues include the digital
infrastructure gap in rural areas, slow digital adoption by small and medium enterprises, shortage of
advanced digital talent, and rising cybersecurity threats. Issues such as competition with global digital
companies, adaptation to rapidly changing technological environments, and addressing digital
inequality also need to be resolved.

Juan Martinez, a digital transformation specialist at the Asian Development Bank, advises: "To build a
successful digital economy, Malaysia must go beyond simply investing in technology infrastructure
and pursue inclusive digital growth. This means policies are needed to ensure all citizens have
access to digital benefits, reduce the digital divide, and enable marginalized communities to
participate in the digital economy."

In conclusion, Malaysia is working to transform into a digital economy to modernize its traditional
economic structure, create new engines of growth, and advance to a higher position in global value
chains. Through active government policy support, digital infrastructure development, corporate
digital innovation, and human talent development, Malaysia is pursuing an ambitious goal of
establishing itself as a major digital hub in Southeast Asia. If these efforts succeed, Malaysia will be
able to develop into an advanced economy that is competitive in the era of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution.
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Chapter 20: Korea-Malaysia Relations
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Part 4: Major Cities and Tourism

Economic Cooperation: History and Current Status

Diplomatic relations between Korea and Malaysia were officially established on February 23, 1960,
and over the following approximately 65 years, the two countries have developed close cooperative
relations in diverse fields including politics, economics, and culture. Cooperation in the economic field
has been the central axis of bilateral relations, and the two countries have built mutually
complementary partnerships in various areas including trade, investment, and development
cooperation.

The initial stage of Korea-Malaysia economic cooperation began in the 1970s and 1980s. As Korean
construction companies participated in Malaysia's infrastructure projects, economic exchanges
between the two countries became full-fledged. Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad's "Look East
Policy" in the 1980s became an important turning point in the development of Korea-Malaysia
relations.

The Look East Policy was aimed at Malaysia learning from the development models, diligence,
patriotism, emphasis on education, and entrepreneurial spirit of Korea and Japan. As part of this
policy, many Malaysian students, civil servants, and entrepreneurs were sent to Korea for education
and training, and Korean companies were able to enter the Malaysian market more easily.

Park Jong-seok, former director of the Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Malaysia
office, recalls as follows: "The Look East Policy became the foundation for building deep mutual
understanding and respect between the two countries, beyond simple economic cooperation.
Malaysia's desire to learn from Korea's development experience gave special meaning to bilateral
relations, and this continues to serve as the spiritual foundation for cooperation between the two
countries today."

From the 1990s through the early 2000s, economic cooperation between Korea and Malaysia
developed rapidly. Large Korean corporations such as Samsung, Hyundai, and LG established
production bases in Malaysia, and trade volume between the two countries increased significantly.
Electronic products, machinery, and petrochemical products were the main trading items, and the two
countries formed a mutually complementary trade structure.

In 2006, the Korea-ASEAN Free Trade Agreement (AKFTA) entered into force, further strengthening
the institutional foundation for economic cooperation between the two countries. This agreement
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promoted economic cooperation further by lowering tariff barriers between the two countries and
improving the trade environment.

Rebecca Fatima Sta Maria, former deputy minister of Malaysia's Ministry of International Trade and
Industry, said as follows: "The Korea-ASEAN FTA elevated economic cooperation between Malaysia
and Korea to a new dimension. This agreement went beyond simply lowering tariffs, providing a
framework for broad economic cooperation including investment protection, service trade, and
intellectual property protection."

Currently, economic relations between Korea and Malaysia are expanding and diversifying. Korea is
Malaysia's seventh-largest trading partner, and Malaysia is Korea's fourteenth-largest trading partner.
As of 2022, bilateral trade volume reached approximately 23 billion dollars. Korea primarily exports
integrated circuits, electronic components, petroleum products, and steel products to Malaysia, and
imports natural gas, palm oil, electronic components, and timber.

Korean companies are actively investing in Malaysia. As of 2023, more than 500 Korean companies
have entered Malaysia and are operating in diverse sectors including electronics and electrical
equipment, steel, construction, petrochemicals, finance, retail, and food and beverage. Large-scale
investments by major corporations such as Samsung Electronics, Hyundai Motor, POSCO, and Lotte
Group are notable.

Recently, cooperation in new sectors such as renewable energy, smart cities, the digital economy,
and the halal industry is also expanding. Joint development of halal products combining Malaysia's
halal industry expertise with Korea's technological capabilities and marketing prowess, as well as
cooperation in entering third-country markets, is drawing attention.

Hairol Ariffein Sahari, CEO of the Malaysia Halal Development Corporation (HDC), says as follows:
"Korea and Malaysia are perfect cooperation partners in the halal industry. Malaysia has global
leadership in halal certification and standardization, while Korea possesses outstanding technological
capabilities in fields such as cosmetics, food processing, and pharmaceuticals. By combining these
strengths, we can capture a vast market targeting 1.8 billion Muslim consumers worldwide."

Cooperation between the two countries is also expanding in the energy sector. Korea Gas
Corporation imports Malaysian LNG under long-term contracts, and Korean renewable energy
companies are participating in Malaysia's solar and biomass power generation projects. Additionally,
Korea Electric Power is providing technology for Malaysia's smart grid development.

Cooperation in the infrastructure and construction sectors continues as well. Korean construction
companies such as Hyundai Engineering and Construction and Samsung Engineering have
participated in various projects in Malaysia including highways, power plants, and petrochemical
plants. Recently, Korean companies' participation in Malaysia's large-scale urban development and
transportation infrastructure projects is increasing.

Cooperation in the digital economy sector is also noteworthy. Korean IT companies are supporting
Malaysia's digital transformation, and cooperation in advanced technology fields such as smart cities,
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Internet of Things (IoT), and artificial intelligence (AI) is strengthening. Major Korean IT companies
such as Naver and Kakao are aggressively entering the Malaysian market and expanding
cooperation with local companies.

Mahadhir Mohamed Azim, CEO of the Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC), says as
follows: "Korea is a global leader in digital innovation and technological advancement, and Malaysia
seeks to learn from Korea's experience and expertise. Cooperation with Korea in fields such as 5G
technology, digital content, and e-government services will greatly help accelerate Malaysia's digital
transformation."

The future of economic cooperation between the two countries looks increasingly bright. As the
geopolitical importance of the Indo-Pacific region grows and global supply chains are restructured,
Korea and Malaysia are likely to establish closer economic partnerships. Additionally, expansion of
cooperation in future-oriented fields such as the fourth industrial revolution, climate change response,
and sustainable development is anticipated.

To further develop economic cooperation, several challenges must be overcome. Remaining
non-tariff barriers, issues with regulatory transparency, intellectual property protection, and
insufficient understanding of cultural differences between companies of the two countries can serve
as obstacles to deepening economic cooperation between the two countries.

Korea and Malaysia are expected to pursue increasingly strengthened economic cooperation based
on mutually complementary economic structures and common development goals. The governments
and companies of both countries are continually seeking cooperation opportunities through regular
dialogue channels, business forums, and investment promotion activities.

The Influence of the Korean Wave

Cultural exchange between Korea and Malaysia is an important aspect of bilateral relations and has
become greatly activated with the spread of the Korean Wave since the 2000s. As interest in Korean
culture including K-pop, Korean dramas, films, cuisine, and beauty products surged in Malaysia,
cultural bonds between the two countries also strengthened.

The beginning of the Korean Wave in Malaysia traces back to the broadcast of Korean dramas in the
early 2000s. As dramas such as "Winter Sonata," "Dae Jang Geum," and "Full House" were
broadcast on Malaysian TV channels, many Malaysians became interested in Korean culture. These
early dramas were widely loved by Malaysia's diverse ethnic groups for their beautiful
cinematography, emotional storytelling, and wholesome content. Nor Hasleena Hassan, a media
studies professor at the National University of Malaysia, explains as follows: "One of the main
reasons Korean dramas became popular in Malaysia is cultural proximity. Family values, filial piety,
courtesy, and the way romantic love is expressed in Korean dramas resonated with Malaysian
cultural sensibilities in many respects. Additionally, unlike Western content, Korean dramas
emphasized Asian aesthetics and values while demonstrating sophisticated production methods,
presenting viewers with a new cultural alternative."
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Entering the 2010s, the Korean Wave in Malaysia expanded beyond dramas into K-pop. The K-pop
craze that began with groups such as Girls' Generation, BIGBANG, Super Junior, and Wonder Girls
became even more powerful as groups like BTS, BLACKPINK, TWICE, and EXO rose to global
stardom. Their music, performances, fashion, and overall idol culture gained tremendous popularity
among young Malaysians.

Aishah Dang, founder of 'Malaysian K-Waves,' one of the largest K-pop fan clubs in Kuala Lumpur,
says as follows: "K-pop fans in Malaysia are forming a community that goes beyond simply enjoying
music. We come together to learn K-pop dances, study Korean, and organize K-pop-related events.
Since Malaysia is a multiracial country, it is very meaningful to see youth from diverse backgrounds
including Chinese, Malay, and Indian young people interacting through a shared interest in K-pop."

The popularity of the Korean Wave in Malaysia led to fan meetings and concerts of Korean singers
and actors. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, numerous K-pop artists held performances in Kuala
Lumpur each year, and these performances were so popular that tickets always sold out quickly. The
BTS concert held in Kuala Lumpur in 2018 set a record with concert tickets selling out in just a few
minutes.

The popularity of the Korean Wave had a positive impact on Malaysia's tourism industry. Many
Malaysians began traveling to Korea to visit filming locations of Korean dramas or watch K-pop
concerts. According to the Korea Tourism Organization's Kuala Lumpur office, the number of
Malaysian visitors to Korea increased steadily each year before the pandemic, with a high proportion
of young female travelers.

Susan Lee, CEO of Malaysian travel agency 'Asia Travel Network,' says as follows: "We have
developed 'Korean Wave-themed travel packages' offering tours to various Korean drama filming
locations and K-pop-related sites. These packages are very popular with women customers in their
20s and 30s. Additionally, we are recently diversifying our themes with Korean cuisine tours,
K-beauty experience tours, and these products are also receiving good responses."

The Korean Wave also led to a boom in Korean language learning in Malaysia. Many Korean
language academies have opened in major cities such as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, and Johor Bahru,
and Korean language courses are becoming popular at major universities including the National
University of Malaysia and University of Malaya. The Sejong Institute's Kuala Lumpur branch often
sees class registrations close early due to the increasing number of students wanting to learn Korean
each year.

Norazizah Mohammad, a professor in the Korean Studies Department at the University of Malaya,
explains as follows: "Initially, students begin learning Korean primarily to understand K-pop lyrics or
drama dialogue. However, as learning progresses, it often develops into a deeper understanding of
Korean literature, history, and society. Recently, an increasing number of students are learning
Korean to expand employment opportunities. Since many Korean companies have entered Malaysia,
Korean language ability can be a competitive advantage in the job market."
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Korean cuisine culture is also gaining great popularity in Malaysia. Numerous Korean restaurants are
operating in major cities such as Kuala Lumpur, Penang, and Johor Bahru, and Korean dishes such
as kimchi, bulgogi, bibimbap, and tteokbokki have become trendy food among Malaysian youth.
Additionally, supermarkets and online shopping malls selling Korean food products are increasing,
allowing Malaysians to easily access Korean cuisine at home.

Lim Choon Kit, owner of the popular Korean restaurant 'Seoul Garden' in Kuala Lumpur, says as
follows: "Ten years ago, Korean food primarily targeted Korean customers, but now Malaysian locals
make up over 80 percent of our clientele. Young customers visit to taste the food they saw in Korean
dramas and entertainment programs. We strive to maintain the authenticity of Korean cuisine while
adapting some dishes to local tastes. We have also obtained halal certification so Muslim customers
can enjoy our food with confidence."

K-beauty (Korean cosmetics and beauty products) is also gaining great popularity in Malaysia. Major
Korean cosmetic brands are actively entering the Malaysian market, and their products are easily
available through shopping malls and online retailers. Korean skincare products such as BB creams,
sheet masks, and essences appeal to Malaysian consumers through their effectiveness, innovative
ingredients, and cute packaging.

Siti Nur Shafika, a popular beauty blogger in Malaysia, explains as follows: "One of the main reasons
K-beauty products became popular is that they are developed to suit the skin type and tone of Asians.
Additionally, many consumers want to emulate the beauty secrets of Korean actresses and idols after
seeing their translucent and glowing skin. The number of halal-certified Korean cosmetic brands for
Muslim consumers in Malaysia is also increasing, and the market is expected to continue expanding."

The Korean Wave has also influenced Malaysia's entertainment industry. Many Malaysian
broadcasters are importing Korean drama and variety show formats or collaborating with Korean
entertainment agencies. Additionally, Malaysian idol groups are adopting Korea's idol training system,
and some even receive training in Korea.

Zain Mustafa, a producer at Malaysian media group 'Astro,' says as follows: "We are drawing
considerable inspiration from Korean broadcasting formats and content production technology. The
high-quality production systems, storytelling methods, and global marketing strategies of Korean
dramas and variety shows are providing many lessons to Malaysia's entertainment industry. Rather
than competing directly with Korean content, our approach is to creatively apply these successful
elements to Malaysian content."

Both governments are making various efforts to promote cultural exchange between Korea and
Malaysia. The Korean Culture Center in Malaysia regularly holds various cultural events including
Korean language classes, cultural experience programs, film screenings, and exhibitions.
Additionally, the Korea Foundation cooperates with Malaysian universities to support Korean studies
programs and promote academic exchanges.
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Malaysia's Ministry of Tourism, Arts and Culture and Korea's Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism
are discussing ways to further expand cultural exchange between the two countries through cultural
cooperation meetings. In 2018, the two countries renewed a 'Cultural Cooperation Memorandum of
Understanding' and agreed to strengthen cooperation in diverse fields including film, broadcasting,
performing arts, and cultural heritage preservation.

Recently, with the development of social media and OTT platforms, Korean Wave content has
become more easily accessible in Malaysia. Malaysian youth are enjoying the latest Korean dramas,
films, and music in real time through platforms such as YouTube, Netflix, Disney+, and VIVI, and are
communicating with Korean entertainers through social media such as Instagram, Twitter, and
TikTok.

Tan Wei Kei, a digital media expert in Malaysia, analyzes as follows: "Digital media played a decisive
role in the Korean Wave taking deeper root in Malaysia. Korean content that was previously
accessible only in limited ways through television or DVD can now be enjoyed anytime and anywhere
with a single smartphone. Additionally, through social media, Korean Wave fans can connect with
each other, share information, and form fan communities. This digital connectivity significantly
increased the speed and depth of Korean Wave expansion."

The Korean Wave is bringing economic effects as well as cultural influence to Malaysian society. As
demand for Korea-related products, services, and content increases, Korean Wave-related
businesses are growing, and Korean companies' entry into the Malaysian market has become easier.
The Korean Wave is serving as soft power that increases affinity and trust toward Korean products.

However, for the Korean Wave to continue growing in Malaysia, several challenges must also be
overcome. These include acceptability issues with some content due to cultural and religious
differences, concerns about the content of some Korean Wave content as a Muslim-majority nation,
and the need for genuine cultural exchange and deeper mutual understanding beyond simple cultural
consumption in the long term.

Professor Hashim Ahmad from the Islamic University of Malaysia (IIUM), a media ethics researcher,
advises as follows: "For Korean Wave content to continue being welcomed in Malaysia, it is important
to understand and respect local cultural and religious sensitivities. At the same time, the Korean
Wave needs to develop beyond simple cultural product exports to become an opportunity for cultural
dialogue and mutual learning between the two countries. If Korea's interest in and understanding of
Malaysian culture also increases, cultural exchanges between the two countries can develop in a
more abundant and balanced direction."

Cultural exchanges between Korea and Malaysia and the influence of the Korean Wave have
become an important pillar of bilateral relations, and these are also producing positive effects on
cooperation in other domains such as economy, politics, and society. The Korean Wave serves as a
cultural bridge that heightens Malaysians' interest in and familiarity with Korean culture and promotes
mutual understanding between the peoples of both countries. In the future, it is expected that cultural
exchanges between the two countries will continue to expand and deepen, and that Korea-Malaysia
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relations will develop into an even stronger partnership.

Future Cooperation Possibilities and Outlook

Over the past 60 years, Korea and Malaysia have developed cooperative relationships across various
fields, and based on their mutually complementary advantages and shared interests, even closer
cooperation is anticipated in the future. New areas of cooperation such as the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, climate change response, renewable energy, smart cities, healthcare, and regional
security cooperation are receiving attention.

The Fourth Industrial Revolution and the digital economy are among the most promising areas for
future bilateral cooperation. Korea possesses global competitiveness in information and
communication technology (ICT), artificial intelligence (AI), the Internet of Things (IoT), big data, and
5G technology, while Malaysia has placed digital economic transformation at the core of its national
development strategy. This mutually complementary situation provides an opportunity to strengthen
partnership in technology cooperation and digital innovation.

Raman Talwar Bhatia, Chief Technology Officer of Malaysia's Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC),
states: "In Malaysia's digital transformation journey, Korea is an ideal cooperative partner. Korea
possesses world-class digital infrastructure and technology, with experience in building effective
digital government services, innovative startup ecosystems, and digital education systems. Malaysia
seeks to learn from Korea's experience and expertise and apply it to our digital ecosystem
development. Cooperation in 5G technology, smart manufacturing, cybersecurity, and digital content
sectors holds promise."

The two countries are already taking concrete steps to strengthen cooperation in the digital economy.
In 2021, they launched the Korea-Malaysia Digital Partnership, which is promoting cooperation in
digital government, smart cities, cybersecurity, and the data economy. Additionally, Korea's National
IT Industry Promotion Agency (NIPA) and Malaysia's Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) operate
startup exchange programs to support cooperation and technology sharing between startups of both
countries.

Cooperation in renewable energy and eco-friendly technology is also promising. Aligned with global
trends in climate change response and sustainable growth, both countries are making efforts to
develop eco-friendly energy and improve energy efficiency. Korea is accelerating eco-friendly
technology development through its Green New Deal policy and carbon neutrality target for 2050,
while Malaysia has set a goal to expand renewable energy's share to 20 percent by 2025.

Lee Sung-won, Director of International Cooperation at the Korea Energy Agency, explains:
"Malaysia possesses abundant renewable energy potential in solar power, hydropower, and biomass.
By combining Korea's advanced renewable energy technology with Malaysia's natural resources, we
can establish a cooperative model that benefits both countries. Korean companies can participate in
Malaysia's large-scale solar power generation projects or provide smart grid technology to support
Malaysia's energy transition."
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Some Korean companies are already participating in Malaysia's renewable energy projects. Hanwha
Solutions has invested in a hydrogen fuel cell development project in Sarawak, Malaysia, and
Hyundai Motor is cooperating with Malaysian companies in the hydrogen mobility sector. Looking
ahead, cooperation between the two countries in various eco-friendly energy technology fields such
as carbon capture and storage (CCS), electric vehicle charging infrastructure, and energy storage
systems (ESS) is expected to expand.

Smart city development represents another promising area for bilateral cooperation. Korea has
accumulated experience in smart city development in Songdo and Sejong, while Malaysia is pursuing
smart city projects in Iskandar Malaysia and Cyberjaya. By combining the experience and expertise
of both countries, there is an opportunity to develop more efficient and sustainable urban solutions.

Ismail Ibrahim, head of the Iskandar Regional Development Authority (IRDA), states: "We aim to
develop Iskandar Malaysia into a leading smart city in Southeast Asia. To achieve this, we wish to
learn from Korea's advanced technology and experience. We are exploring cooperation with Korean
companies and institutions in areas such as intelligent transportation systems, smart grids, urban
data platforms, and citizen engagement applications."

In 2019, Korea's Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport and Malaysia's Ministry of Housing
and Local Government concluded a Smart City Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding,
agreeing to promote exchanges of policies, technology, and human resources for smart city
development. Through this agreement, Korean smart city technology companies have been able to
enter the Malaysian market more readily, and urban planners from both countries have gained the
ability to share their experiences and insights.

Cooperation in the healthcare sector has become increasingly important since the COVID-19
pandemic. Korea possesses strengths in advanced medical technology, an efficient healthcare
system, and digital healthcare, while Malaysia is working to develop its medical tourism industry and
improve overall healthcare service standards.

Sherene Azli, head of Malaysia's Healthcare Tourism Council (MHTC), states: "Korea's medical
technology and systems are recognized globally, and Malaysia wishes to learn from Korea's
experience. Through cooperation with Korea in digital healthcare, telemedicine, and medical AI, we
expect to innovate Malaysia's healthcare system and improve healthcare accessibility. Additionally,
by combining Malaysia's halal pharmaceutical development with Korea's pharmaceutical technology,
there are opportunities to create new medical products targeting the Muslim market."

In 2022, the two governments concluded a Healthcare Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding,
agreeing to promote medical workforce exchange, medical research cooperation, and cooperation in
pharmaceutical and medical device development. Through this framework, cooperation between
major Korean hospitals and Malaysian healthcare institutions has expanded, and a platform for
sharing knowledge and experience among healthcare professionals from both countries has been
established. Additionally, cooperation in pandemic response, infectious disease surveillance systems,
and vaccine development is expected to intensify.
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Kim Jung-hoon, Director of the International Cooperation Center at Seoul National University
Hospital, states: "Korea and Malaysia each possess distinct strengths, making mutually
complementary medical cooperation possible. Korea has advanced medical technology and an
efficient national health insurance system, while Malaysia has medical tourism infrastructure and
extensive experience in tropical disease research. By combining these strengths, the two countries
can make significant contributions to medical progress in Asia. Merging Malaysia's tropical disease
research data with Korea's AI analysis capabilities can unlock breakthroughs in developing new
treatments."

Cooperation in the halal industry can generate considerable synergies for both economies. Malaysia
has established itself as a global halal certification authority and possesses expertise in halal food,
cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, and related products. Korea has advanced food processing technology,
cosmetics research and development capabilities, and marketing experience. Joint cooperation
provides opportunities for both countries to explore the global halal market together.

Zainudin Abdul Wahab, a halal expert at Malaysia's Halal Industry Development Corporation (HDC),
explains: "By combining Malaysia's halal certification system with Korea's product innovation
capacity, we can develop competitive products for the global Muslim consumer market. Potential
cooperation is high in halal cosmetics, health supplements, and pharmaceuticals. Malaysia can
provide understanding of halal regulations and Muslim consumer needs, while Korea can provide
innovative product development and quality management expertise. This cooperation will help
companies from both countries access major Muslim markets in the Middle East, Indonesia, and
Bangladesh."

In 2020, the Korea International Trade Association and Malaysia's Halal Industry Development
Corporation concluded a Halal Industry Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding, agreeing to
promote halal certification support, halal market entry strategies, and joint research and development.
Through this framework, Korean companies have been able to obtain halal certification more readily,
and through halal food exhibitions and business matching events, they have gained opportunities to
enter Malaysia and the broader Islamic market.

Cooperation in education is also an important area for future bilateral relations development. Korean
universities and research institutions possess high competitiveness in science and technology,
engineering, and ICT, while Malaysia is advancing its higher education system as it aspires to
become an international education hub.

Noraini Yusoff, Vice Minister of Malaysia's Ministry of Higher Education, states: "We wish to expand
academic exchanges, joint research, and student and faculty exchange programs with Korean
universities. Educational cooperation in future-oriented fields such as artificial intelligence, robotics,
biotechnology, and renewable energy is critical. Additionally, we wish to learn from Korea's advanced
systems in vocational training and technical education. Such educational cooperation will contribute
to sustainable economic development and human resource development in both countries."
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Currently, several Korean universities operate branch campuses or cooperation programs in
Malaysia, and many Malaysian students attend Korean universities and language institutes. This
educational exchange contributes to fostering mutual understanding among young people from both
countries and building human networks that will form the foundation for long-term bilateral relations
development.

Cooperation in defense and security sectors is also strengthening. Both countries share common
interests in regional security issues, maritime security, cybersecurity, and the defense industry, and
are expanding cooperation based on these interests.

Dr. Jeong Eui-chul, Southeast Asia security specialist at the Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
(KIDA), explains: "Korea and Malaysia are pursuing closer defense cooperation to address changes
in the regional security environment. By combining Korea's defense industry technology with
Malaysia's regional networks, we can build a cooperative model that benefits both countries.
Additionally, joint training and information sharing to address non-traditional security threats such as
maritime security, counter-terrorism, and cybersecurity represent important cooperation areas."

The Korea-Malaysia Defense Cooperation Memorandum of Understanding, concluded in 2017,
established the institutional foundation for bilateral defense cooperation. Since then, military
exchanges, defense industry cooperation, and joint training have been actively conducted. Korean
defense companies are exploring opportunities to participate in Malaysia's military modernization
projects, and the two governments are expanding cooperation in defense research and development
and technology transfer.

Cooperation at regional and international levels is also an important aspect of bilateral relations.
Korea and Malaysia cooperate based on shared interests and values in various international
organizations and forums including the United Nations, G20, APEC, and ASEAN+3. Korea's New
Southern Policy aims to strengthen cooperation with ASEAN countries including Malaysia, so
opportunities for bilateral multilateral cooperation are expected to expand further.

Sharifah Munirah, international relations expert at the Institute of Strategic and International Studies
(ISIS) Malaysia, analyzes: "Korea's New Southern Policy and Malaysia's Second Eastern Policy are
mutually complementary. Both countries pursue regional economic integration, sustainable
development, and the establishment of a peaceful and stable regional order. Based on these shared
visions, Korea-Malaysia cooperation can serve as a catalyst for developing ASEAN-Korea relations
beyond bilateral ties. Both countries can play leading roles in areas such as Mekong region
development, addressing marine plastic pollution, and strengthening regional connectivity."

Expansion of cultural and people-to-people exchanges will become an important foundation for future
bilateral relations development. Building on the influence of the Korean Wave discussed earlier, it is
now necessary to progress beyond one-directional cultural dissemination to genuine two-way cultural
exchange. Malaysia's diverse cultures, cuisine, arts, and tourism resources should be introduced to
Korea, and opportunities should be broadened for people from both countries to understand each
other's cultures more deeply.
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Kim Young-hee, co-chair of the Korea-Malaysia Cultural Exchange Association, proposes: "While
cultural exchanges have thus far focused primarily on Korean Wave content dissemination to
Malaysia, balanced exchanges that introduce Malaysia's rich cultural assets to Korea are now
needed. Through cultural festivals introducing Malaysia's traditional music, dance, cuisine, and crafts
to Korea, joint creative projects by artists from both countries, and youth exchange programs, we can
foster deeper cultural understanding and bonds."

Recently, events introducing Malaysia's diverse cultures have been held in Korea, and Korean
interest in Malaysian food, halal products, and Islamic culture is steadily rising. This trend is expected
to further strengthen cultural understanding and connection between the two countries.

However, certain challenges must be addressed for bilateral cooperation to advance further.
Language barriers and cultural differences may continue to hinder cooperation between companies
and individuals of both countries. Additionally, policy uncertainty stemming from political and
economic changes, and competition from other nations represent factors requiring consideration.

International political scientist Raman Dharmaratnam advises: "For Korea-Malaysia cooperation to
succeed more fully, a partnership built on long-term vision and mutual respect beyond short-term
gains must be established. Both countries require a balanced approach that respects each other's
cultures, values, and political realities while pursuing common interests and objectives. Moreover, a
multilayered cooperation structure involving diverse stakeholders including companies, academia,
and civil society must be built beyond government-to-government cooperation."

Tan Sri Rastogi, Asia expert at Malaysia's Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS),
forecasts the following regarding future Korea-Malaysia relations: "Over the past 60 years, Korea and
Malaysia have sustained cooperative relations through numerous challenges and transformations.
Now, both countries must respond together to new challenges including the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, climate change, and geopolitical shifts while constructing a more inclusive and
forward-looking partnership. If both countries continue developing cooperation grounded in combining
their respective strengths with mutual understanding and respect, Korea-Malaysia relations will
advance into an increasingly intimate and mutually beneficial partnership."

In conclusion, future cooperation between Korea and Malaysia is expanding beyond traditional
economic cooperation into diverse fields including the digital economy, renewable energy, smart
cities, healthcare, the halal industry, education, and security. Grounded in their mutually
complementary strengths, both countries are expected to address shared challenges together,
pursue common development objectives, and build progressively more inclusive and substantive
cooperative relationships. Such cooperation will contribute to peace, prosperity, and sustainable
development not only for both countries but for the entire Asian region.
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Epilogue: Different Yet Living Together
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On my last day in Malaysia, I sat in a cafe in Kuala Lumpur. Through the window, I could see a Malay
woman wearing a hijab, an elderly Chinese man who appeared to have come from Chinatown, and
an Indian family walking together down the street. Speaking different languages, wearing different
clothes, eating different foods,yet all of them walked the same street.

A thought suddenly struck me: "Is such a thing possible?"

We are too divided these days. By political belief, by generation, by region, by religion. At the slightest
difference, we think we cannot understand each other, cannot live together. On the internet, people
quarrel with one another every single day.

Yet Malaysia has lived this way for seven hundred years.

A Small Nation Poses a Question to the World

Malaysia is one of ten nations in ASEAN, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. It is not a large
country. Its economy ranks fourth in the region. Yet what is remarkable is the role this small nation
plays in its region.

Do you remember the Malacca Strait? Malaysia guards those waters where one quarter of the world's
trade passes through. Together with Singapore and Indonesia, it works to prevent piracy and
terrorism, conducting daily patrols to ensure safe passage for ships.

Small as it is, it plays a major role. It works to maintain neutrality among the great powers. It meets
with America and with China. It talks with Japan, Europe, and Russia. It takes no side.

Is this an easy task?

Today's world demands you choose a side. It asks, "Which side are you on?" But Malaysia says, "We
are on our own side. Yet we wish to be friends with all."

I found this stance deeply moving. That one can walk one's own path even without great strength or
great size. This is the first lesson Malaysia offers to us.

Nine Kings Taking Turns to Rule a Country

Malaysia has nine sultans. Every five years, one of them becomes king in turn. When I first heard
this, it seemed strange. "How is such a thing possible?"

But when I thought about it, this too was a 'way of living together.'
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If one family holds power continuously, others grow resentful. So they decided to take turns. There is
a time when I am king, and a time when you are king. If you wait, your turn comes.

Could this not be applied to our own society?

Sharing power, taking turns with opportunities, making sure no single person or group monopolizes
forever. It sounds simple, but it is difficult to practice. Malaysia has done this for nearly seventy years.

Different People Living in One Country

What struck me most about Malaysia was its people.

In the morning, prayers sound from the mosque. At midday, incense drifts from Chinese restaurants.
In the evening, bells ring from Hindu temples. At Christmas, trees stand in shopping malls. During
Ramadan, special food bazaars open on every street.

At first I was puzzled. "How can this be one nation when everything is so different?"

But after a few days, I understood. Difference was not the problem. The problem arises when one
refuses to acknowledge difference.

Malaysians celebrate each other's holidays together. Muslim friends attend Chinese New Year
parties. Chinese friends are invited to Hari Raya, the Islamic festival. It is not perfect. There are
conflicts. There are complaints. But they do not give up.

I have witnessed much conflict in Korea. Now with artificial intelligence technology, new anxieties are
appearing. "What if AI takes my job?" "What kind of world will our children live in?"

Observing Malaysia, I came to understand: change and difference cannot be avoided. What matters
is how we find a way to live together within that reality.

Imperfect Yet Persisting

Malaysia is not a perfect country.

Economic disparities exist between ethnic groups. Some policies draw criticism as unjust. Religious
matters sometimes lead to court battles. Politicians quarrel.

But the people of this nation have not given up.

In 1969, a severe ethnic conflict erupted. Many were hurt. At that moment, Malaysia faced a choice:
"Shall we separate and go our own ways now? Or shall we continue searching for a way forward
together?"

They chose the latter. It has not been easy. For more than fifty years, they have continued to adjust,
compromise, and talk. They are still doing so.
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This seems to be the greatest lesson Malaysia offers: there is no perfect answer. But you can keep
trying.

What We Need

While writing this book, I thought deeply.

Korea too is becoming increasingly diverse. Neighbors from abroad are increasing. Differences in
thinking between generations are growing. New technologies like artificial intelligence are changing
our lives rapidly.

What do we need in such times?

Malaysia offers an answer. Not a perfect one, but one worth trying.

First, acknowledging difference. Not insisting that my way alone is right.

Second, constantly seeking ways to live together. One answer is not the end. You must keep talking,
adjusting, and compromising.

Third, the confidence that one can speak up even when small. Like Malaysia, maintaining neutrality
among great powers and walking its own path.

A Final Word

As I finish this book, I think again of that cafe.

It was that scene of people speaking different languages, wearing different clothes, and believing in
different faiths walking the same street together.

It was not perfect. There were awkward moments. But they were walking together. They have been
doing so for seven hundred years, and they will continue to do so.

Could we not do the same?

In this age when the future is uncertain, change is swift, and different ideas collide. I hope that
Malaysia's story can offer small comfort and courage.

That we can live together even though we are different.

That we can keep trying even when we are not perfect.

That we can walk our own path even if we are small.

This is the message Malaysia leaves us with.

I hope the time spent with this book has been a peaceful rest for you. And when you close these
pages, I hope your worries about tomorrow feel a little lighter.
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Like the wind of the Malacca Strait, we too will continue to flow. Sometimes rough, sometimes calm,
but never stopping as we flow onward.

Will you walk this path with me?

Written while organizing two brief memories of Malaysia. 2025 Kim Kyung-jin
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